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uh with the matters brcught be-
::,‘:g l\lﬁcm, g0 that we are ablo to assure
our readers that the prospeets of an
carly consummution of the Union were
pever more promising, than at the pres-
ent moment.

The Committees met in Poplar Grove
Church on Wednesday evening, the Tth
inst., at 8 o’clock.  Present—Rev, Pro-
foasor King, Rev. Dr. McLeod and Rev
Mr. McKnight on the part of the Free
Chureh, and Rev. Professor Ross, Rev.
Messrs. Murdoeh, MceCulloch, Bayne,
Sedgewick and McGregor, and Messrs.
D, McCurdy and C. Rubson, Ruling
Biders, of the Presbyterian Church of
Nova Scotia.

A good part of the eveaning was oceu-
pied in reading the Minutes of the
Joint Committees for 1838—9, together
with Minutes of both S¢¥nods on this
sbiect, and in general c«;:nf{:x'ence un
topies suggested by the reating of the
Minntes. .

On Thursday the meetings were con-
titned in the lasement ot the same
Ghureh, from 11 o’cluck a. m. to 10
o'clock . M., (adjo- rnments for meals
excepted,) Rev. J. Bayne in the chair,
The Conveners of the respective Com-
mittees Inid lefore the meeting the re-
norts of Presbyteries and Sessions as
forwarded to them by Clerks of Pres-
byteries, from which it appeared that
all the Sessions of the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scotia which bad re-
parted (and in some Presbyteries every
Session had done so) were favorable.—
The Sessions of the Free Church have
very generally forwarded reports, near-
all favorable, and with few exceptions
wnanimous, We have not been fur-
nighed with the details, which of course
will be fully laid before the Synods in
June, but the Committees focl that they
were called to record their gratification
aé finding the expression of opinion so
favorable, and, in most cases, entirely
unanimous. :

Some time was occupied by the res-
olution of the Synod of the Presbyterian

Chburch of .Nova Scotia passed at their.
laat meeting, declaring it to be “the
right and duty-ol -Sessions to exolude
from Church folll‘omhla. ‘.ﬁu‘hf:u’t:ggl,
- dealing, those who-persist in the erdi-
Juy;tg'aﬁc in jntoxicating drinks,” as.
-iping, in the - opinjon.-of some, the in-
uotion ‘of a.new ferm.of comm

sincé the commencement of Regotiations,
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and thercfore involving a difficulty in
the way of a harmunicus consummation.
Matual explasations ensued, when it
sppeared that the understanding of the
C mmittees was, thut uothine was to
be considered binding on the United
Body but the Baeis of Union and the
relative documents, as these have been
agreed to by Preshyteries and Sessions.

A Committee was appointed to pro-
cure Legislative provisiun, if necessary,
for the security of congregutional and
Church property : and the Professors
of the Seminares were requested to
prepare astutement of the course of
study to be pursue Cn the secular do-

. partment of the Seminary to he conduct-

ed, probably, in Trure, wi ) suggestions
ag to the division of Tudour aeng the
Professors, to popurt to the doint Com-
miitees dn thne o enable them to hold
a weeting Lefove thie assemblinge ot
nod.

Can the Committees recomniend thae
the Union be consummated this year ?
If so, will they recoramend Uat the
time shall be 2t the S nod mectings in
June ! This was felt to he the great
question.  All the members conenrred
in the opinion that on a sulject of such
great importance to the interests of re—
ligion and  I'resbyterinmsm, while all
unnccessary delny should he avaided,
undue precipitancy should be shunned
with cqual care. The Commitices,
however, agreed unanimously to record
their convictions that the siate of the
negotiations and the reports from Sea-
sions are such, that they are of opinion
that the Synuds, at thar approaching
meetings in June, will be in a position
to make arrangemcots for having the
Union consummated ata special session,
convened fur that purposge, in the ao-
tumn or fall of 1860, and agree to ro-
commend accordingly.

We have heard and now record this
intelligence with great satisfaction, and
in this joyful feeling we know that our
readers generally will participate. We

will live inthe expectation of seeing
“the Conmmmation of” this' Union,” and
the eclebration of the Tri-cenienary ¢f
the Scottish. Reformation fixed for the
same week, and, should this expectation
_be realized, that week will be one long
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auidn, *40-be-rersembered in the religions: sid

civil aunals of Nova Scotia.— Witnex.



