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dples. The Presbyterians had, therefore, in carrying their measures
to encounter the determined opposition of the Independents on the
one hand and of the Erastians on the other. This state of parties in
the Assembly necessarily protracted the business and subjected every
principle peculiar to each to scarching investigation. In order to
preserve harmony and sccure co-operation, mutual accommodation,
toa certain extent, was acted on, but not so far as to abandon or
swrifice any essential or important truth. The subjects which most
of all excited these disputes were, the form of church government,
discipline, and the relation of church and state. On all these the
Presbyterians were triumphant; though in reference to the power
of the civil magistrate in ecclesiastical aflairs, the line of demavea-
tion was not drawn sufficiently distinet. The vagueness or indefinite-
ness which characterises this portion of their work, his been the source
o much dissension in the Presbyterian church.

Owing to these protracted discussions, the- Assembly progressed
put slowly with the work until the end of the year 1645. After that

fime the committees procecded vigorously and simultancously with
the Confession of Ifaith and the Catcchisms.

On the 3rd of December, 1646, “The Confession” was presented to
Paliament by the whole Assembly ina body, under the title of «The
lumble advice of the Assembly of Divines, and others, now by the
wthority of Parliament sitting at Westminster, concerning a Con-
fusion of Faith”  On the 7th, Parliament ordered 500 copics to be
rinted for the members of both Iouses, and that the Assembly do
aing in thelr marginal notes to prove every part of it by Seripture.
i was supposed that the Parliament made this request so as to post-
ne as Jong as possible the adoption of the Confession. This task
be Assembly in a shovt time accomplished, and laid it before the
wliament on the 29th April 1647.  The thanks of the louse were
ven to the Assembly for their labours in this important matter, and
00 copies were ordered to be printed for the use of the Houses and
e Assembly, and no more, and that none presume to print the same
il further orders.” On the 22nd March, 1648, a conference was
dd between the two Houses, to compare their opinions respecting
e Confession of Faith, the result of which is stated by Rushworth.
The Commons, this day, 22ud March, at a conference, presented
¢ Lords with.the Contfession of Faith, passed by them with some
ierations, viz : that they do agree with their Lordships and so with
¢ Assembly in their doctrinal part, and desire, the same to he
de public, that this kingdo:n and all the reformed echurches of
listendom may sce the Parliament of England differ not in doc-

e The alterations refer:ed to consisted in changing a few of
2words and phrases.
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On the 5th November, 1647, the shorter Catechim was presented
the House of Commons, and on the 14th April, 1648, the larger Cate-
im wag presented. The great work for which this Assembly was
wened was now completed.  Beforo the Scotch Commissioners

mned they were publicly thanked by the Assembly for their -
uble assistance.



