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'viii discover that Spettks to his SouIlatty of the
creations of rmai gentius, the prodlucts, of correct feeling
anîd taste, that neitiior ajo zior antique dress cati
conceal. To the moere Isymian, perbatps the question
of grcatest interest~ is, WVhero ivas the inodel after
ivhiclî this- iitcrary building ivas donc, %vicnce tho
seed that grewv inte this golden harvest, or was hore
ilideed a case of spentanconis genceration 1

Various thoories have beeou held, and have in fact-
flot yet beca reconciicd.

IlGreek influence," say somoe iriters, "lThe spirit
of Greck poctry, of tho pastoral poetry especially is
very ovident.» Ampère, like niany later mon îvouid,
1 think, favour tlîis view, for lie tries to (mnd the
Groek spirit and idioni in the Frenchi language, ai-
though bis lionosty drives iAin to ovcrthrow bis ewîx
arguments.

flistory ;vould mont, at first glance, to j u tify this
opinion. àMassilia, foundcd B. 0. 600, liad to lie
appealed to iii the fif th centary to f urnish a translater
for a Grock letter which Nestorius had %vrjttcn
Celeatino I., Bishop of Rome. Thero ivere other
Grock cities along the coast and even inland.
Ampère, referring te this period, says :"I Nous
verrons une auroolo de civilization grecque resplendir
sur notre littoral iMediterrenéen."y But Boninefon,
îvho is is at toast a later authority, says of M sii
"La civilization grecque fut circonscrito à cette v'ille."

Let us alloîv those twvo witnesses te pair, and forin
our oNvni udgînent froin such facts as ive can gather.

it is not claim,.d that the influence of tho Grock
language is te bie traced iii the Provençal. The verso
of the Troubadours wvas front the first rhymod. No
knowledge of the Greck iiterature, ne ciassie quota.
tiens or refoences are te bie fcund in its poetry. Is
neot this of ithoif sufficient proof?1 Duruy, in bis
Histoire de. Moyen Age, iii cnurncrat.ing the different
races that ivent to make up the population of. southera
France, does net mention the Greeks. The faet
senms to !oe that Greece and the Grock language, îvith
ail the treasures it containied, bad, for' the time,
dropped out of the kniowledge of this country.

Did it grow eut of the Latin?7 Tbe principal argu-
ments against the possibility of its having arisen from
the Greck Nvili apply aise ainst ix.s supposed Latin
enigin. Saine %vould make the argument turn ont tho
fact of the Provençaxl poetry being rhymed ; others
maintain that, seon after the fait of the empire, rhymo

%vas UL troducod inito occlesiastical Latin. Thinro is
reoin for corisiderable diiscusa;:,t haro, but it %vouid
net contributo to settle the main qucstion. In fact it
(tocs net rest n this point, and it is pretty generally
admnitted on othier grouzids that the Troubadours did
neot tind their models in the language of Rome.

Tliore romains anothor theory, which Sismoni
urges îvitl semae show of plausibility. It makes tho
Provonçals, imitators of tho Arabians, It is %volt
known that the followers of the Prephet woro ad-
v'anced iii literature, arts muid science, and< that modern
Europe is in ail these reipects greatly their debtor.
Before they had passed tho limita of their own penin.
sula, they hand a peetic literature, and liad taken
advantage ef the facility which the richness of thpir
language in synonyms aftordcd for rhyme. It i3
argued that during the early peniod of the Trouba-
dtours, somo of the Provonqals came into contact îvith
the Moors, throughi thc wars of the latter îvith the
Spaniards, and thus were reachied by the influence of
Arabian culture, and nmade pupils of the Moonish
peets.

There are not îvanting objections te this alloed
solution of f.tc question under review. It seemas
a littie strange tiiý these who assert that the
tiorth and south of France exerted scarce]y any
mnutuai influence at the beginnings of their respective
literatures, should find it more easy te behievo thnt
the south ivas subjected te Arabiani influence through
the occ4sional assistance afforded hy some of her
knigits te tho Spaniards in their Moorish ivars.

Are wc oI)iiged, iii spite of difficulties of race, :>f
language and of geegraphy, to prove a foreign enigin
of Provençal song 1 Though the Romans hut their
fleet after the modol of the onemy's dereliet, yet
the South-Sea, Isiandor hollowed lis craft, and the
Indian fashiened his gracciul cane a! ter a hint that
nature had furnished by sorti drifting log or wind-
drivon fragment of bark. Must ive trace for overy
poetic literaturo a tincal desceait fromn Homer or
Sappho ere we admit its dlaimn te gentility? Thon
the moern Pegasus is hîarnessed, and more than that,
bis pace is mecasurcd. by the fanciedl tracks of his
winged predecesor. But is there net somewhat of
absurdity in our common desire to trace overything
back to Eden, or, at the very least, te Hellas?7
Given the saine general conditions, is there net enough
of samertess iii the hunian mmnd te produco similar


