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In assiing, the chair, your calling me to whîch is, I assure you,
regardcd by mie as a very high lionour, though some circumstances in
My own position mnade mie nt first reluctant to accept it, 1 must follow
the usual cCSom in Offcring you a few considerations, suggested by the
occasion. Butt in mny choicc of topies, I bave been led in a somewhat
unusual direction; and 1 can only hope that matters which sceni tu me
to have a stro-ag daimi on our attention, iuay not pi-ove unacceptable, or
try your patience too, severely.

iF propo,,e to brin- under your notice some thonghts on the nature,
utility, proper ais and modes of' operation of sucll Societies as this,
in which many of us take so, lively an intercst. In pursuing the sub-
jeet, I miay possibly ofrer opinions in which you niay by no means al
agree with nie, but you will do me the justice to believe that they are
not laid down dictatoriaily. They are throwu out for considleration and
c.s.-ussion. I prctend only to give you my own ideas as they have
occnrred t.o mue, iu conlparing our condition and aims witli those of
other similar Societies, and endeavouring to £ormi rational and practical


