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"CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

habite ; and 4th, in health, The roverond gontlomen than pro.
cecded to show that total abstinenco conduced to hap{:mcns under
the four heads of Paley; and that intemperance, on the contrary,
destroyed the domestic uffectiors, unfitted man for labor, induced
baé habits, and injured health. The tempecance movement,
therefore, was consiztent with the principles of Moral Philusophy.

‘The Rev. A. Haanay, of Dund~e, was tho noxt epoaker, ond
tho substance of his addrees s to appent in tho next numbor of the
*¢ Roview.”

The Rev. J. Robertson, Edinburgh, was received with applause.
is subjoct woe ono of grest Jmportanco. Wo arc glad to find
s foll a roport in the number of the Scottish Temperance Re-
view, from which we compile vur notice. The speech is worth
publishing as a temperance tract, and tho subject deserves more
of the attention nf all social reformers than jt hae yet received.
‘Tho topic discussed was—< The necessity of including Abstinenco
in tho proposed messures for Elevating the Sociul, Moral, and
Spiritual Condition of the Masacs.” He snid—

The masses aro the fabouring portion of the community, and
are 8o calicd becnuse they are to be found in large bodes, cepeet.
ally in our towns ana citics. Erom their numbes and posiion,
they must be the strength or the weakness of tho nauon. They
constitute the bare of the sozinl pyramud , and, as they are intelh-
1 gent and moral, or ignurant and dissoluie, the superstructure will
H cither bo enduring as grenite, ur changoful as the billowy ocean
or tho shifting sand.

Mr. R. referred to the changod position of the working classes
since 1776—therr denss accumulation—tho strength of thoir as-
somblages-~the fluctuation of their work and wages—and their
interests, with which every other int:rest was bound uvp. The
stability and petinsnence of the nation depends upon the masses,
« Their character and condition are far from being what we de.
sire,” and, said Mr. R., Lord Ashley offirmed, in 1843, that, if not
groppled with, thierc would ere lung bo n ‘¢ general displacement
of the whole system of society.™ Wa quote the following para-
graph, as giving a fair view of the relative position of ‘Temperance
Socisties, with other benevolent institutions :—

In surveying the zondition of the masses, one is struck, at the
very qatset, with the smallness of the spsces into which they are
erowded, and the manifold discomforts and evils which this oe-

Their h are 1! awred and incommodious, and |

not only is their health impaired, bu they are tcmpted to forsake
their homes, and to frequent improper places of resort. It isof
the greatest moment, then, taat this state of things should be at-
tended ta—that suitable sanatory measures should bo brought
into operation, so that the ahodes of our artisans may be rendered
wholesome and attractive. Were this done great guod wou'd fol-
low. Now, observe, we abstainers are not so infatuuted as to
condemnn and oppose the measures adopted by cthess, so far as
they promise to remedy the ills with which society is sfilicted.
Wo seem to be regarded by some persons as men of one idea only
—as men who can seo no evl in tho wurld but drankenncss, or no
cure but abstinence for whatever evil therois. ‘This is mere can-
cature and misrepregentation.  What we hold 1s smply that sb.
stinence is a cure for intemperance, and of course for all the mis.
chiefs that flow from it, and that 1t ought to be included in the
measures that are employed to rectify any state of society where
intemperance preveils, Now this 18 the point hefore us, ~ Inten.
perance prevaila io an alarming extent emong the masses, and is
doing them more wjury probabfy than ell other causes besides.
Small rooms and no ventilation are thinga that cannot be suffici-
ently deprecated, yot they do not work such foarful ruin as does
the bottlo, Enter that tenement, and you see nntinag bat povesty
and rags, and hear nothing but oaths und the vuico of sltereation,
The explanation is to be found in the presence snd use of ardent
#pirits.  Thore can bo no doubs of this.  The havoe whick they
ere making is sllowed by everybody. And who can trace the
mischiof through oll ita ramifications 7 Yt ruins health, destroya
domestic peace, entsils poverly; compels parents to employ thewr
children a5 soon an they can wetk to roiss money ; leads to infi-

delity ; generates a spint of discontent with existing Inatitations,
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and thus disposes to political change and revolution.  What, then,
mto be done? Iscvery ovil to be attacked but this?  Aro fresh
air and pure water to be intreduced into the tenement, and yct the
bottle to bo permitted to inobrinto and brutify ita inmates? Oc is
this giant demon to be let alono in the meantime, in tie vain
hopo that, when others have been expelled, it, as a matter of
course, will vanish { Common ecnse, not to say Christian wis.
dom, tells ue to include abstinence in the meagures we employ for
clevating tho social condition of the masscs. Without this we
must fail in our ubject; at all events, with this we must prodigi.
susly facilitate its citainment.

Tho experiment to raise the Wotking Classes has not been un-
anccessful, but without ‘Temperance there ecould not bo poacoful
and happy homes and families. Much has becn done for the in-
tolloctual improvement of the people. ‘I'hey are morointelligent,
but if there be an increased consumption of spirits they will siill
be debased—

Iu proposing, then, 1o elevate the masses imel:gmn]ly and
morally, we must include abstinence in the measugés wo adupt,
for mntemperanco more than 2 1ything clsc Indisposcs tnen to receive
education fur themselver, and unfits them, by the boggary it en-
tails, for giving it tu their childron. Moreuver, when a good
secular education is enjoycd, intemperanco ncutraliscs all its ad.
vantages, Yes, we st induco sobricty, if we would cdurste
those among whom habits of dwsipation prevail.  Without this
our labour sl be utterly in vain,  And let no onesay that it wilt
bo cqually vain on our otwn principles—that druskerds will not be
so caeily provailed upon to reform. Ouransweris: that the great
majority of the reformations that have been cffected on such cha.
racters in tho present day have been cffected on our principles;
and we rejoice in being able to stawe, that mince the commence.
ment of the abstincnce socictics in this country, it ia calculated
that five bundred thousand drunksrds havo been reclaimed.  We
fay then, to tho schoolmarter for the masses, tuke abstinence
along with you if you wou'd prosper in your miesion.

The next point dweit on by the Rev. speaker may be conmdered
as showing the relation of 'Temperance Saciotic# to the Church of
Christ, in the aggregate, or in ita several branches or oesociations.
The quotation which we mako is a clear and masterly refutation
of the absurd notion that our effurts are opposed to tho guspel.
Read what Mr. R. uticred beforo that great meeting in Glasgow.

My hope for my country and forman isin the gospel. Compared
with theso reformations which it effects, oll others are superficial
and transient. ‘I'he abstinence principle, therefore, should never
be brought inta comparison with it. Not only docs the gospel
ai at objects with which, as a- society, we do not intermecddle,
but when cordially embraced it produces on the intemperate a
far greater change than we expeet to accomplish. It not only
akes them sober, but it makes them sober ums)ct the aperation of
higher principles than thuse with which we huve to do. Has the
gospel, then, it muy be asked, any need of the aid of abstinence?
or how may the two o associated in the work of elevating tho
spiritual condition of the Mmassca ?  Our anawer is : that abstinence
is of tho greatest servico; nay, that the gospel can hardly reach
the masses without it.  (Hear, hear.) To preach the gospel to
men who are inoulging habitually in the use of intoxicating liguors
must be in a great measure a fruitless undertaking.  Such persons
are not in a state to attend to or understand what issaid to them ;
and hence the comparatirely slender resuits of our city missions.

But how differont the efiect when men are prevailed upon to
abstain! Is it not the fuct that, so far as the intempersate arc con.
cerned, 1t is ulmost exelusively among 1hose who become abstain.
e1s that the gospel nchieves its triumph?  And then how service.
able is tho principle of which we speak in bringing to the house
of God multitudes who, but forit, would never have crassed ita
threshold!  Look, then, at these two things: the way in which
intemperance incapacitates its victime from listening to the gospcl,
or comprehending it even when it is preached to them, and the
way in which it keeps back the thousands and tens of thousands
from the houso of prayor, and yue will at onco perceive that ab-
stincnce socictics, when rightly viewed, aro the pioneers of Chris-
tianity, and thet ministers of the gospel ought to welcomo them,

os invaluable avxiliaries in the work of elevating the spiritual con.
dition cf the working classes, 1tis the gospel that inust de the
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