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ch. THE UNDERSIONED, DO AGREL, THAT WE WILL NOT US
V:ﬂ)ilcrﬂﬂa LlQUOnS AS A BEVERAGE, NOR TRAPFIC IN THES
AT WER WILSL. N/ PRUVIOE THEM AS AN ARTICLE OF ENTRRTAIN
y NOR POR ¢ 43ONS IN OUR EMPLUOYMENT ; ANDTHAT IN ALL
E:ﬂl.t WAYS WE WILL DISCOUNTENANCE TIIEIR USE THROUGHOUT
COMUNITY.
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ADDRESS

livered by Brother T. S. Brown, PC.R, 1o the Independent
Order of Rechabites, at the Rechabite Hall, Montteal. Thurs
(I’a’(') evfm_-x;{ng, December 6, 1849 5 by request of Umon Fent~
L . Q . ]

Worrny Ciigy Ruren 2xp Breruren,—It is more common
n graciouy 1o commence an address with an apology ; bue I
nevertheless, excusable in following an often beaten track,
y occupicd a8 I dasly am, from carly morning tll late nugist,
the dry deta:ls of commcrcial business, 1 can be lttie fitted for
task sow imposed upon me,  The current of wan's mind runs
grooves and chaunels, Oncein the groove and all made strait
re, we mouve on fincly, but thrown ouat of the groave and
pelicd Lo smooth the way in another direction ; staggresed und
fuscd we can vnly make tair progress vnward, afier time haus
n allowed to mark our course, remove the obstructions, and
e down upon the track.  Hce whose lcisure ensbles him to
ote his mind to cxalted acntisnents, has only to call upon lus
voghts and they rush furth hike lving flames, each one ighting
and beautifying tho other; but calling upon the thoughts of
in my position, is hke calluyg spints frum the vasty decp, or
, it is Like highting a eandle with bad matches, cach of which
out as quick as igmted, before you can tauch the wick.  In
iding that I should be the speaker tnmight, I presume our
irens wese under the compulsion of * Hobson's choice.” They
to tako an address from nic ur none, and by the sawme rule all
ou present must subiart to tho inflicuun.
rethren, the cause which induced the calhing of thus mecting,
y be sborily explancd, It hias grieved the most curnest ad-
® of ovur beloved nstitution, to witness a falling ofT in that
I which once animsted cvery mnember, and in that umity of
jon which pramised great things fur the temporal advancenent
iely, Our numbers arc notincreasing, our Tents arc not
rously attcnded, inactive ourscives, wo appear forgotten by
public, and what we decmed a noble organizatin, permancnt
powerful fur grand deaigns, appears to bo dwindimg away

uifling or inmgnificance.  ‘T'he truth 18 too evident, and jou

have been ealicd tagether this evening for a full consideration of
thes. things, and, «f pussible, to devise measures which may ani.
mate our fmth, renow our zeal, and urge us onward in tho fur.
therance of that great cause to which wo have vowed cdherence.
There ia zcal among the Odd-fellows—and we ure the same as
Odad-feilows, except that we drink no wine ; what use we but Fem.
perance Odd.fellows? And there is ammutivn in many other
Socicties. Is it possible there cun be no spirit in an association
uniess the members first pour spirit down their throats 7

Though temperance has becn always valued and always com-
mended in all time, ‘Temperance Socicties are a modern contri-
vanee. It was nut heeause men wero becoming more temperate,
that Temperance Socicties were cstablished in late years, or thata
temnperance reform commenced—but it wus because intemperance
was increasing frightfully from year to ycar, and men saw clearly
that, unless arresied, the whole bady politic would become de-
worabzed, degenerated, and finally destroged. ‘The more intem.
perate, instead of producing anything for tho benefit of'sacioty,
were fuund to be only a profiticss burden.  The use of strong

6| drinke was addinyr, unnually, millions to the morc despesatc cluse,

and it was plain that unless thie evil were arrested, all would soon

8 | be overwhelmed i one gerieral desolation; property negleeted,

fun to ruinand waate, would ccasc to be productive 5 the untilled
carth would cease to return her increasc; want would become
gencral; discasc would follow want, and mankind relapscd into
barbarism, civilization would disappear. OQur fertil farms would
become like the present deserts of Asia ance teeming with popu.
lation and fertility; and the grest ortics of our pnde would be
known only hke the Nincvehs und Babylons of old by their ruins,
where the fox lovks from the window, and the night ow! hoots to
its fellow,  Sohcr men wero the sait ot the carth, they alunc pre-
scrved it against the corruptions of drinking usagcs.

It was not, T repeat, because men were becoming ntore tempee
rate, that ‘I'emperance Suctcti’s werc established,  No, no, it was
precisely the reverse, men would always get drunk, when liquor
cane in their way, and they hiad tho moncy to buy; but thero
were not always taverna at cvery corner in the towns, and every
half mle along the roads in the country ; nor was small change
fu common in every body’s pocket ; nor was the eredit system, by
which men could run up tavern scores, sv prevalent.  Men might
get druwk, though tiphng, tipling all day Jung, was not the grievous
corse § but drink was now everywhere provided n large quuntitics,
or smyll quantitics, with Lttle money, or much muney, or no
money 'at all ; and men were becoming habituated to spend ever,
stray shithing and cvery vacant bour, in a drinking house, which
rapidly caused pounds of hard carnings to go astray, and long
months to become vacant.  Nothing in the world could be procurcd
o casily or 80 quickly 8s a glass of grug—it was everywhero at
hand. It was i vicw of there frightful consequences, impending
over the wholc world, that scrious men began to enquirs whether
they were not drinking rather too much, whether st was not pos.
stble to supp it life with three or four dramis in a day, instead of
& dozen, and whether it was not possible fur poor people to work
without rum.  Thu last point was soun determined.  What said
thesc good mcen, to whom the beam in their owa eye did not prevent
from discerning the mote in their nesghbora—No wonder that theso
people are so mscrable—no wonder that there is ruin outside of
the house and wrelchedness within—no wonder that the wife
ie emaciated 1 her misery, or the cluldren squatlid in theis raga—
no wondcr the farmer is compelled to scll his land, or the me.
chanic to sell fus tools, or why many familics calied ** gentecY are
suffering in the most horrible privations of poverty ! \Why, theso
men dunk rum and get drunk! ‘Pemperance was forced upon
socicty not by choice but by pecessity.
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