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Tu the Ediior of the Ternperance Adoocate.
DzArt S114-111 proportion es a writcr professes ai regard for the!

.vord of God, asnd the more siucx er and ardent hie regard appears
ta bc, tho nMoro ho nceds to s;tut'y it, andi bo vory eureful thati
what ho writes bc, indeeti, tlio real a"'#d full meaning of the texts
discussed, andi fot a partial vioiv at thon.. Thero is a wcakness,
(te al nuit by no %vorso mnime,) ia rnany good pe.>!22, 1-ld;n c i tli.in
ta reccewe what is advancod by ana whoso piety they admira,
without tiny examsflation, or wiih implicit tuh, ¶vhich ie contrnry'
ta the command o. Christ, ilCali no man father or mester on
oarth," and is a spociwof a idolatry.

This thaught occurred, in conscquenea of reading thse part of a1
tract contained ia thse numbor a( the Admoetie forJuly lat. Tho
writcr professes a great regard for tho word of God, and 1 amn far
from caliing in question his sincerity ; but 1 think ho labours un.,
der samothing ire a squcamisrh scrupulosity, wvhich le iikely ta
h-ep hira back from engaging in many good works, lest unbeliov.'
ore Shonld ba doing the sanie thmng, or giving gomothing ta pro.
moto tho samo wark. This unhappy stato of mind ie cberishod,
in hilm by a misapplication af 2d Cor. vi. & 14-16. Thse more we
revero the authority af God in is word, thse moro pernicious will
a wrong viow of it prove, as ia that case orror will have ail tisa
sacred sanction andi power in ar mind which belonig ta trutis.
Tise writor of tha tract, wlsom 1 shahl eai A. seems ta bo -Tery
much aearedl by thea word 4%yokc"i in the tuet. He gays Ilyokiag
together ie dcflned as expressive of fohiowship, communion, con.
cord, argument." Felloivshp, communion, &c., ie what 7 Ilere
is a Sad omission-an omission by which ho misrersresonts thse
apostlo, entangies hlimself, anti misleatis bis readers. 2d. Bce
would haveaus boliceo that Paul forbitis beibvers cngagring in pro.
motirsg aay object, however gooti, or in prersing any misehici,
hoivover great, if thea neans usoti bo such that saiselievors cu
unito wvith tiser. Would this morbid, sclf.conoeited ecrupulouijty,
tend ta gain unbelievers, or recommnnt thsa religion ai Christ ?
Chriatiatis ama calloti ta o IlReady ta, -very goati work ;" but
this waould teacis theni to, wait tilt they ascerWan niot only that ti
wor'k is gooti, but aisa that ail who ara putting their hanti ta it
arc belioves ! As bis rnistaking thse apostlo's design in the ('* -ive
passage, le tho foundation on whleh ho chiefly relies, ta show thsa
fallaoy af his viow iseonougis ta dox-troy thse foundation, or ta show
tisat ho bas been building on a foundation of his own laying, sup.
posing it ta ho tisat of thse apostle. It iB elsloahip, or ommxu.
nion ie religions worship, theo apostla speaks af, as is evident by
tise mention in the passageofa the temple of God and idole. Thse
spostla thon la forbidding beijevers bavin 9 any followshtip with
mon in idoiatry, anti also uniting with wicked mon in tho warsisip
af Gud as éhurois asmbers, andi theoby profaning tise ordinaucs
of Christ, qpdblardo4ing mon in sin andi oeiidolusion, by practl.

oali ~çngweûgig tonsas brothiçnr inCrt.-mrpr <

Car. -fi. 14-16 with let Cor. Y. 11, 12, 13. Agnassst tbis o.
dat boliovors cannot ho too caroful, nor ean, religion prospwr
whla thîs is negloceto. But %vhat hass titis ta do wits endenvor.
ing ta persuada men to lay siside ail sstoiicatingm drinks 1 Do bou.
lievers, by uniting ini suis efforts Nvitis unbolitývers, achnovletige
thora as brothron, or giva thoin, aay encouragiement ta think that
they ara so. Sorna may speak and net absurdly la proraoting
tcnsperance,jutît as mon mnay du in prarnotingroigion-tscy may
encourage thse wvickod ta jain a ohsurcis, as putting ulsom in a mare
likoly way ai being msvcd, mestead af the vory reversa ; andi those,
who know ai suais delusion ara bounti ta protost againet it. But
ara ail Christians responsibia for suai eonduct, or, ta avoiti a pro.
fession, of Christ, ta avaid such, rempoasihility ? Tio misohiofs
anising froin dho usa af intaxicating drinks as a bovarago, ara su,
mnifcst, so mansifoldi, and so awiui, that it would bo very consis-
tent in a bessevoient atheist ta du somating ta savo bis folloiw
mon, froin a rogard ta tI.hir present wolfaxo, andi the pence ai sa.
cicty ; andi it would bcans consistent ie Christians ta unita with
hum in titis, am it would ho ta urdta svitl hmni in (rying ta, ravo au
slsspreckcd crcw froin drawning, or ia crot..g or supportiug a
light.house on a dangerouis rock tu prevont suei calamities. Casi
men obey tisa commnanti af God la 1'rav. xxiv. 11, 12-Judo 22.
23, and negleet suds efflorts. Il tlsoy disappirava of tha monos
useti by temparanco men, why do tlioy mlot 'Ishow a more excol.
lent way"'? It ie cruel ta ait stiU andi do ssothing, anti hinder
thoso who ara doing tho best thoy knowv.

It ia lamentable ta observa witts what imposing confidonce A.
spoaks. To tends a Christian wisat, sociotias ta join, ho aey--
4Let hlm look away froin tise abject tlsoy proposa ta attain, and

fii hig eyeoan hie yoke.fellows;, anti if they ara joinod togethar by
sorno pletige or bond, which an unbeliover in Christ n tako a
wvelliae a heiaver, then ho may bu sura tisat theC is no place for
him."l This bas just ns much appcarancc af trat as roakes it
ensnaring tapersans of weak mintis. fa spesdcs ai Las asimplo
rulo givon by Goti, just as if it wora laid dowa in tisa Bible in ea
aaany wortis, or wcro n seli.evident trutis. But as iL ie a mners
assertion, grouridot on a complota misapplication af thsa apostlo's
words, a simplo denial le a sufficient aîsswer te it. You have ai.
ready sisawn the absurtiity ta wisich it would loati if followed out.
Tho lavera ai alcoisai ara mot oniy unfltting tisemselvcs more and
more for ail tise duties they awa te Goti, bat arc aiea, preparing
thorasolves for dishonouring tisoir parents, if thsoy hava them, for
Srmmitting murder, perisaps suicida, for unecoannose, tiseft, iying,

anti for coveting what belonge ta their naighbour ; anti wo must
not argua withi these infatuateti beinge, froinreson ant eripture,
ta stop tison in tlseir horriti course, becauso unhelievers may usa
wvrong arguments te stop thein ! Why this is absurd. But tise
avil is in heing in a society with unheliovers. Believors may and
Ido use foolisis arguments, anti tiserefore in s0 far as tisa objection

refers ta, tisa mane useti, it lie-g against uniting with any fallible,
crcatures in any cause. Beingil iamie society with unbeliavere
dacenot bindius tause wrong mons, nor yot toapprovo ai any
wrozsg once useti b>' thora, but gives us a botter opportunity of in.
st.ructing anti warning thora, than a an have, who sens ta
stand aloof frein tise samne.

Undor abjection 2nd, if 1 underetanti him, A scras ta tblnk,
tbau. it le not wise or safe t te iaci mon te ceaso te do evil, tilt
they tiret leam ta, do wol, or abisor that wlîich le ovil, titI thsey
'hegin ta clonve ta tint wisich le good ; or that ifMon woulti givo
up tinkonness andi athcr ovilsi, without bolicving the gospel, they
wouid bc renty ta thinis thoniselvas sale, and so ho ualikciy taibe.
came behiotrors aftcrwards. Christ, indeeti, bas saiti that pubioaus
a ind hqtIats go inta this kingdoma af isoaveri beforo salf-righteous
scribes andi pharises, But 1 aanaû thiin1t tbat lho thuia toaohetlj


