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civil or Rainati law, and its )raficeI)ts faunid a jsupport fice repute of' it 1 But fur tho effiirts ai'
ready acccss te UiheIigliest p)olitical offlices ini thle many gigantic mndz iltt have struggled for lighit

state. Ilu days ot' darlmess ; but for the inagniticent
Ainongy otiier causes that ir.iglit bie adverted to, ipatronuge of Uic noble and noble-mindcd, what a

lis grivmg force and vivacity to thc revival of'state !înd wc been in ? WVhat a dry waste and
litereture, tlhere wns the ncmiorable dispute about; %vilderiles. lind bcen flice prcscnt history of inan ?
investitures, betweeni tire Imperial and Ilonrani The inatter eof astonistinient is, that our reverence
courts, wliich excitcd ail the pasbions and prejudices l'or literature and scee shouild be so smnall, our
of mon, und called to the combat tho literary devotedniess to Ilreir iliterests so iiniserably coid
champion ; tliero was also thc disputes bctwcen and parsiimoiis. Whiatcvcr bc thc cause of it,
the clergy eof the cat andl west, against tUic head eof tliis is ccrtainly truc, that an impartial observer
the church, the one vainly attempting te estubli--Ii of thc paucity cf, tic literary institutions, and êsmall
the dreamn of inui'llibility and absolute powver, tic nuixiber of students in i1d8 counnry, might be
othcrmai,îtnininn' their righits with a firin and decent e.xcised, if net jestificd, in concluding, tlîat it wvas
fteedomn ; tliere was, moreever, tic influcnce of' aur intentionr aiid design to become barbarian.
commerce, %vbich uîîdcsignedfly excitcd the spirit of' %Vlîerc is the proiision wc have rmade for the
inquiry, and by the necessity of actual observation, contrary 1 Wliere is tire enthîusiasmn that would
and research, fuirnishied the linowled ge most even a.k or call for such provision ? WC are)
wantcd in the int'aucy of leariug. Onc cai only you may dcpend uipon it, an unthinking and in-
refer to, additional causes, sud> ns tie patronafre ferior race. Our passions, aur prejudices anui
of' the grcat, te, the establishment eof universities, aur ignorance, are sufi'ering the destinies af a
and the travels eof schiolars, Nvlio returîîcd te noble country te rua awry in ways et' darkness.
tlicir respective countries laden wvith accumulatcd Let us sinlc within our breasts the petty prejudi-
observation and extensive kniovledgye. Ail these ces of our day and generation, sins we have
may be regardcd as cither principal or acce.,sary contracted since the day we were bora-lot us
causes which broughit about that sî,lendid though look backwvard to the brilliant efforts of fermer
late revival of literature, which, in the fourteenith times-let us set an exanîple, though late, to the
aud fitteenth centuries, broke in upon the darkness ignorant usurping crowds af the Western ivorld
eof the middle ages. It is impossible, iii sud> a and seek- provision for the encouragrement oi lite-
short and eursory view as 1 have attempted, ta enter rature and science, that sehools and universities
with nice discrimination int tbe variaus divisions may be endowed with a view to that end.
of' se vast a subjeet, or ta show,5 otherwise than by On a former occasion, I submnitted ta yen zny
the mere pointing eof the firtrr, the actual state of viewvs respecting the abjects that rnight be at-
literature aîîd science during those centuries.- trined and ought ta be aimned at by this insti-
From that time tilI now, Europe has enjoyed the tute. If duly supported and encouraged it
immense priviieges which, under Divine Pravidence, might supply a desideratum in modern saciety,
tie preceding causes have been labauring ta brinig a useful course ai instruction apart from the
forth. Blut privileges that are easily inherited are higier qualifications neccssary ini the mare irm-
apt ta bc undervalued. IIow easy the approach portant proest'sians. Were this abject accain-
now ta the treasures ot' rncient as weIl as moi'ern plisbed, I shouîd rest secure in the belief ai this
knowledge; how accessible every avenue ta litera- country's ultimate prosperity. We rnuch need,
turc and usefuil truths. And yet, on the ather as grood men say, a revival in the midst of us-
hand, haw general that vulgar quality ai the humaîr and that a speedy and powerful revivai of' the
niind, which regards what is common as 'vorthless? sense of' aur obligation ta prasecute and ta sup-
How miserable the estimation with ivhiclr know- port the i erests et' literature and science, may
ledge is regarded, where men cansider it not worth take place, is surely an earnest desire of mine,
the seeking 1 Haw wretchedly poor the sacrifice and I trust is yaurs.
they would make, either ta acquire science or


