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Decemser 20.
O Clavis David !

“ O Key of David; and sceptre of the house of
Israel, who openest, and np man shutteth : come,
and take out of prison, him, who is in feiters, and
who sitteth in darkness, and in the shade of death I’

0 Son of David! inhetitor of his throne and
his I;?\ver ; in your triumphant progress, you pass
over a land that was heretofore ruled by your
great Ancgstor, but vhich is now enslaved by the
Gentiles. ln cvery parl of your journey you
behold many places which bear witness to the:
justice and merey of Jehovah, your Father,
towards his people, under that ancient covenant
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Father! You traverse Judea, and approach Jeru-
sale.n ; one half the journey of Mary and Joseph
is accomplished. On the way you meet a multi-
tude of men who are going in every direction,
cach one unto his own city. Of all these, not one
suspects that you are so near him, O Divine
Orient! Mary, vour Mother, is looked on by
them as an ordinary wowman. They never bestow
a thought vpon het, much less upon her Son, who
is not yet Lrought forth into visible light. And
yet that Son is jourself, O Sun of Juslice!
Increase our [ailh, increase our love, O Deliverer
of the human race !

O Jesus! you travel thiough the wo:ld which

which is now near its end. The virginal cloud:
which covers you, will be speedily removed, and |
you will make new journies throughout this same!
land. You will pass over it, dozno good, ana"
kealing all weaknesses and discases, and neverthe- i
less not fuaving therein a place to lay your head.:
This day, at least, the maternal bosom offers you,
an asylum of sweel repose, in which you receive
testimonies of the most tender and respectful love.
But you must leave, O Lord, this happy retreat.
O Eternal Light! you must shine in the midst of
darkuess, for the caplive whom you have come o
deliver, is languishing in his prison. He sits in
the shadow of death, and will as:uredly perish
there, unless you come with your all-powerful
Ky to unlock his prison doors.

This caplive, O Jesus! is man, the slave of his
" errors and viees: come and break the yolce which
overpowers and degrades him. This caplive, is
our heart : come and break its sinful attachments,
Divine Liberatar, that being fitled with the Spirit
from o high, we may glory in the liberty of the
childfen of God.

Decenser 21,
"t ©O. Oricns !

% O Orient, Brightnesss of Eternal Light, and
Sun of Righteousness: come and enlighten those
whe sit in daaness, end in the shade of death.”

Eternal praises be to you, O Jesus, Divine Sun
of Justice. You have come to deliver us from
eternal night.- But, how singularly you exercise
our faith ‘before you shine upon us in all your
splerdour. How you love to com:eal FJour rays

;you created, and you do not force the homage of
your creatures. e desire to accompany yc
for the remainder of your journey. We will kiss
the earth that is marked by the blessed footsteps of
Her who bear you in her womb. We will not
abﬂndun you until we arrive with you at the hap-
'py Bethichem, at this liouse of Bread, where, at
length, our eyes will behold you, O eternal
Brightness, Qusr Eord, and Our God '
Deceser 22.
O Rex Genlium !

“0 King of the Gentiles, and their Desired
One, and the Corner Stone that joinest the two
walls: come and save man whom thou hast formed
out of the slime of the earth.”

O King of Nations, you are continually approach-
ing this Bethlehem whero you are to be born.
Your journey is near its end, and your august
Mother, consoled and strengthened by her precious
burthen, unceasingly converses with you on the
way. She expects with joy the happy moment
when her eyes will behold you. How can She
who looks upon herself as the last of creafures,
serve you in a manner worthy of your Sovereign
greatness 2 How will she have courage to lift you
in her arms, to press you to her heart, to syckle
you from her mortal bosom? You will qtrengthen
ber, Q Desired of all nations! for you wish the
blessed moment should arrive which will give to
the earth its Saviour, and to mankind, the Corner
Stone which will uzite them in one family. The
distant gentile, as well as the sheep of the houss
of Israel, the Old and the Iaew Coyenant will be
united 'in Thee?
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