
THEi COMME~RCIAL

ILethlbridge and the Irrigation Canaljj
Letiibridgo tg lte meat lut-

piortant town lu Souillera Alberta.
it lias a putuljîiluum ut ajbout

but Wa sctîiere-%et 4iti large îî-trîu,..
tandt. tîterefore. ducs itot lîtîlîl es filie
visItor %vlii lis size. A large lîrtolpor-
liou of fle popultiaion lu miade uit of
itîliiers; and iît amilleg.

*'There lire a larg4i itaiiiber .t .,rt.,
tient cairyiig laîrge sluLks. fi-ont La,
appeai-ani e of a1,1 bt h làA e tivitti t h.î
IL got biness1,8 ls tritin.eteti

The ptrintcipafl 8111iîîrt i f ti tua it
foir years lins beknlit te coi1 mlnt'.
wviileli are oiîiy a1 short Ilsiatite fimtîu

filie railway stationt andt wiel glVe
eiitlloyitCt lto a largec nîmnbei (ef me..

taeitty-four feet lit Cliai distatnce. join-iîîg Sjtring Couice ai au eievatioit of
..Nto feet. Fr-oni tiis point the naturas

tihaujuici ut SI)Itng %_ouic is uteti for
atbouît test talles, lu whicit distantce a
furither drait or 21!) feeci1 i mtie. Frout
liera anoithe. artllicilctit ellsaelcarlos'
the %ataer fur il dlitnce or one alla

tiii e-lu4tiii sites (o thle Pot Ilote
vuilcee. tAie natuitil Jitanuel ut Wltic;l 18
useti for nealy tîvite% illes. drupfling
listh(iai dietance IS7 feot. floere a tîtird
aitiflelat chanîttet tu reacheti. dtverUng
the %voter trousi flic ercek. This chtars-

net exfolids filsr iwcaty-lwo mile~s eait-
eriy aerost; fle iblaits to ilie- Cros8iiig
ut the Alberta llaiiaay tînd Cat Col-'-

nit file 'bottont Io carry fli'e tfŽet of
wVnter. Tl'îe tliird division ta sixttxit
fect wide al the buttent te carry ihe
feet of water. 'rte next division.
reacbling Io Stirling, blegitis %Vsti a
wvidt1i of 1ii fcet nt the bottoitt and
deereaqiîîg te six foot. Ot the flfth,
<ir Lelhbildge. division, ln order to>
niàaintitin a stlkletitly higit clevnlon
lu cover landlt tribular-y t0 Letibrldge
anti at the saine lune to avuii 'Cou
tt'l) cîtiulg îlîrough flic Itulliiig buis,
l was nccessary Io construrt a long

flume. 1..1)0 fect ln kuigil. alutig the
aca.t sîtore of IFiteeî %file 1lke. Ii
itldltion tui ouistrueting duble .trtia
baikls aI. cadicut en f <lie ilunu>, I.SO(.
andi *ZIOO fot long, atid tu penctrate
thc ituliing bills by elle lonîg deep cut,
4lîrce andi a-quarter mnîles long %vitlia
maximum depth 0of 19 foot.

13y tiis Irrigationî systent a truc.~

IrtiIgatioli, of c'uurso. Involvel; con-
sîticiabie atidutlonal labor t0 the taras-
or as adil as ltîreaslng tlie cost of
raIsIuîg grain, but oe the otiter liand
ht reilluvcs *tce greaibs.. cause of fat-
oires of crops. Ii'rigaitloii aime Pro-
vidtes l conitinuai fertizing agent
a iil,.ut îîdduig cxl'enn. The ailuviiat

iflhtvil tarried tii Ilte %.Vater's of tie
ilersq lu sîîrlng amui cariy stiulîer aie

dlei,.shi.d oni the soli andi coustamily
ctileli andi fertilize It, g0 Chatt lu etin-

tries wlîvre Irrigationî lias been Prac-
<i.seît fur lonig jieriodis. as lii Coloraudo,
croît étrier crop lias been Stakeîî fromt
tlie saine .4o %%litsi îu iînateriîl re-dite-
thon lu thet ylcld, or evîdence ef ex-

There -la a îarge alli ever tncrcag-
ig miarket lis British Colunibia for ail

the itroduce -t'.e tanner bore eau
ruise. Trle Lct'libri(Ige district lias a

Flume. 784 Fout Long. witU TrestOs 28 reet bigh, carrying canal ovir boci of Wiilovi Creelc

Tiiese mtsî are paid mnîly allai as
their leages total tu al tai-ge asi te
niecants boe arc able to do aL goetl
business wvitltout belîtg suhJeeteti ttt
the burleit o! carryiiîg the accouiits
for al%< monibs or a year.

'rTe district turrouiidiug L.eibbridge
bas licou brouglît vcry protniaeibLiy lie-
fore the publie lia(ciy by tbe syqtent
uf Irrigation %% lclh iva.s eonîpotei fat
yoar by The Catnadian Nortiî-West Ir-
rigation Conip-.uY e'nd na a rtesuut a
largo nuruber of -ettlers are taking o»
land wbicdt bas thug liCou rendereti li
for cultivatlon andi the gooti effeets et
Ibiz are aiready beiîîg feit by the tuer-
cbaritt.

The groat trouble %vithl istas district
bas9 lcou the llght rainfali a-hihi matie
il praclraliY Impassible te mise grain

lîauy's lisse. at ton' utiles soutb of Stir-
lisitr. (ermnting al au cetaiou ut
:1,111 foot. This section of the cantal
crossa2 r. drainago canal icniown' sit-
Nini Milo couice. about elgit miles
freon ils point of divertion froin tue

Pot ilte. ai au eievatIon of 3.1-10 teet.
StteL %file coulce di-ains norlherl]y

partly tu te Put ilote and par(iY to
Fifteen Mile lAIte. which la Osed us at
wvaste receptablo Ini wbich water 18
sursied front lte canal. 13Y a1 cOnple(te
systomr of wvater gatlon inti waste
gaies, ail title way do%çn frout the beau

of te canal. the sOttPIY of watOi- ls
tontrolled as eoutpletoly as lu the
%wator mains laid atong the sireS of
dit>. Froîn flfteen aille laIte. file na-

turaf channei or Nine Mile coutee is
mtade use ef for tbc Letbbridge braucb

ut about 1-00.000 acres of rich praitie
landi ls non sulppiiet v. iii ilater anti
the SttPPlY sll avaitable front tue St.
Mary river wil] permit of a greatt eit-
largemenit of -the main chanuel or the
canal as %voit as ex<tenstins to thnt
braîtcheg.

Thei lrrigaUng hs, done by inans of
a tittcb tronsa tie canai Io 4he higliesi
point of flic lad Io be lrrigatd. Fm'om
(ts dltch lthe wvater 19 distributti( lu
samait chaitueis. Thtes" etauneis are
slmpiy eut Iby a plow. hue. or stade.
andti he water Js atloield 4o flow oui
ut tVtens and spread over the surface
as far as It MIll go. ant i a as deep
.a inay fbe uecessary Iho gîve tihe re-
quireti niodsture te the moots %f lthe
growiug grain. lThe dtstributing
ttellies are so coustruoteti that tbey

great advaulage over other parts of
thse Nornuest, on accotutt of ls uCar-
ness to thAs maarkt thug enablng tile
farmers Ibore tu landi teir products
ai the differeîtt toivns lu a inuch
freshor condition andi on iat accourt.
their roodis ii lx- more lu deiuaud
anti wivlt comîmaund a better price.

Ilesldes the lîterease lu the busines
aiready noticoable ai .e-thbsiidge. as
a restitt of flte cenîpletion ofthIis Ir-
rigation systeul, It ls oxpected that
several nmauufacturlug anti other In-
dustries wllii lie startei. itlaI report-
cd ltai flic cultIvatloit of stigar boots
xvill lie corn ceti on a large -- cale
aithiat a factory for ex.racting t1he
sugar ivl( 'be crectoti. Tho compaily
behindti s enterprise bas been nego-
tiating for a large tract of Irrigateti

On Fourtb Division of Irrigation Canal

profitablï~ excopt ln excePtiOaaIiyt wvet
seasons aad lt wtas t0 OVercOme this
dratvbaek Ihat the Gaît canai 'Was
construticet at a cost of over $400.000.

%a.hidi draws opon an inexhausili
mupply of waler from.tîtO melleti snows
orfilie iloclîy Mositlis ni miates
possible flie Irrigation o! 'nondretis of
itousautis of acres of landl. 'lThe waior
is talcen trams tie St. Mary river i
ait elevation of 3.13.54 foot above sea
level and la convoeed lu tIse main
chanuci a distanice of sixiy-ohio- mlles

wit n brancis tbiriy-twoc miles Iut
longtlî runnusg tu Lctlibrldge antd aii-

oenter branch of lwenty-ltvo uniles te
Stirling. Front tise point of intake on
fle St. 'Mary river an artificial chant-

miel hait been excava'tetl fo: n distance
of abot tonc allai a liait miles. droppittg

of the 3ysteml. Fromn the point wbere
thati lve-mile strecb eunds, lit an oIe-
vallun or 2.020 fet-uo legs Cbars i20
foot o! a dlrop being satide lu <ive miles
-au trtifieial chati exIautiS twen(y-
flve milles, nialing possible thet Irrlga-
tion o! the tvide area of seiute 10.)
acres Imiuediately surrounding the
towu of LethlbrIdge.

This section ef -the canal front Si.
.Iarys river to tbe headwftters of
Spring Couleo ls 20 feot wvide ou -tbe
botiom. eaxrying fivo <Cet of a'aftr
along; on a slope of iwo fret lu a mile.
The laks of tho canal are 'built oee
anti a bal -foot anbove higt -waier
lino anti are oight <cOis Iide on top.
Fromt Sprlng Coutee -te Pot Ilote cou-
tee thse dimensions are 15 feot Vide

e;Preadie h 'ater quIclhy over the
groundt Ib o lrrigu.teti. Whes t he
Ilelti. or nny Portion of f., is sufllcienl-
ly %valoret. tbe cttts: chrougb %biv'b
the -Lvater escapes (rom tlie stitebes 10
tbe growing grain are closeti by a
abhovelful -of earth, anti te wtver car-
riod 10 anoliser portion 0f the field.
anti that operatlon Is repeateti untit
the %vhole cro» la lrrigateti. The "fur-
rowv snetod" La aise omloyeti. thougla
most fro<quently for root crois, as %voit
a lu orchars-i, vine>-ards. andi la small
fruit gardons. Tho water ls allowed CO
<oltowx dovn tIse furrotv matie by the
"SbovOl-ploNv" betwen the rows Of
vegelabtes, andi sveeping downwards
anti siîloways. rapIiy meachos te
rousts te lie ivatereti.

landt. andti a Is tendedte seli ttbis lu
salii parcets, the purchaser agreeing
te sow a cerimiu portion ivits sugar
beets. If Iblist emrerprso ls catrriet
eut succes.fully ht wiii mean a large
Increase lu tîte stumber cf settiers
her. a lu z1ls eiass et farmssng ordy

* ie%' ncree are necessary t0 insuro-
* mait a gSot living.
T1his season lias bcen a partlciilarly

fat orablo one -for crops. oving to the
asout of ='ln %vhlch lias rtion anti
IrrtgiNtlng bas nlot bioan as aecetsasy
as lu some seasor.s. still .1- bas bec'u
uisedti 1 gooti ativaniage. andi If l con-
fhtenily exiiecleti that lu a fea' years
4<sis dietrict, ia-hI bc Itnon as; one «f
the liest agrcultix-l par-tons of WVest-
cris Canaa.,


