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THE EXHIBITION.

The week after next brings avound
the time for the Winnipeg Industrial
Exnibition again and already a good
deal of interest has been taken in the
event by the general public. The ar-
rangements this year appear to have
been made on a larger scale taan
ever and the directors look forward
to & successtul exhibition. As this is
the closlng year of the 19th century
an effort has been made to give the
show an epoch marking character.
The governor-general of Canada,
Lord Minto, will preside over the
opening ceremonies and the city is to
be decorated and jlluminated in honor
of his coming. Exceptionally low rail-
way rates from all parts of the west
have been secured for the carriaze of
both passengers and exhibits and
cheap excursions will also be run from
Ontario and from the neighboring
States. It is expected that Amerlcan
day, when the southern excursionists
come in, will be the biggest day of the
fair. Abundant accommodation has
been arranged for all who attend the
falr and every effort is being made to
oncure thelr safety and comfort while
here.

The business community are looking
for a large Influx of country custom-
ors and big preparations are being
made for their entertainment. Travel-
lers will all be in off the road and
house clerks all in their places to re-
celve visitors. The numerous REW
warchouses which have been com-
Meted and occupled by wholesale con-
cerns since thé lost exhibition will no
doubt bLe great centres of attraction
for country merchants.

A number of organjzations have ar-
ranged for meetings in the clty and
this is helping to-swell the number of
prospective visitors. It is to be hoped
that the week will be as free from ac-
cldents of all kinds as it has been in
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other years, and that fine weather
will add its charms to this season of
western holiday-making.

THE PRESIDENTIAL
PAIGN.

The presidential campaign in the
Untted States i3 now on, and business
men generally look for the usual dis-
turbances to trade and industry which
acompany the presidential contests,
The candidates for the presidency are
the same as in the last clection, and
the issues appear also to be much the
same, although they have the new
clement of imperialisima and anti.im-
perfalism also thrown in. Wm. Mc-
Kinley is the unaninous chace of the
Republican party foc prashlan:, auld
W. J. Bryan has been chosen with
unanimity to represent the Lemocrat-
ic cause. There somns oevery likli-
hood that free silver colnage will bea
prominent featur: of the ¥emocratic
platform in opaasition to the gold
standard cry of the Republoans.
Protectlve vs. revaatie tavidd will also
be a feature. [Lhe Kepuolicans have
declared themselves in favor of the
expansion policy of the preset ad-
ministration, while the Democrats
wiil probably favor the traditional
policy of the United States in this
matter. The corporations and privil-
eged classes are with the Republicans
in this as they have been fn all recent
struggles for the presidential chair,
while the common people are for the
most part with the Democrats. The
weakness of this party lies in its
continued adherence to the sixteen
to one heresy, which has come to be
regarded with greater suspicion than
ever by a great majority of the peo-
ple. The Democratic pronouncement
against trusts and combines is one of
the most popular in their programme,
and will no doubt win a great many
votes that on all other questions
would have gone to the other party.
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TRADING STAMPS. |
The trading stamp seems to have had
its best day in Winnipeg. The steady
schooling which the merchant and his
customers have had on the falsity of
the undetlying principles of the trad-
ing stamp business from those few
who have taken the trouble and had
the courage to look below the surface
has had its effect and already one of
the leading grocers in Winnipeg who
has had personal experience with the
trading stamps has declared himsetf
against it and glven up the use of
gtamps. Others will no doubt follow.
It has been truly said that whatever
advantage o merchant gains from
adopting trading stamps or similar
schemes §s lost again when his com-
petitors also adopt the same scheme,
and this {s exactly what has happen-
ed in Winnipeg. Two companies com-
peting for the business have so ¢Xx-
tended the number of merchants us-
ing stamps as to nullify the advane
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tages—it therc are any—of the 8ys-
tem. The retall merchants find them-
selves exactly where they were be-
fore the stamps were introduced as
far as the volume of business done i8
concerned and they have the addition-
al disadvantages of having to keep up
the stamp companies and bother with
the stamps.

Push and enterprise are the only
things which can continuously and
permanently be brought to bear for
the success of any business. Schem-
ing may do ror a time but these others
are the quallties which count for the
most and the merchant who decldes
to apply them and leave outside
schemes alone will find no difficulty
in keeping abreast of all competitors.

i

STREET PAVEMENTS.

Now that Winnipeg seems to have
definitely decided to go on construoct-
ing cedar block pavements it might
be well to consider and see if some
method of treating the blocks to pre-
vent rotting cannot be devised. This
has been done with great saccess in
large European cities and also In
some places on this continent. In
London, England, nearly 200 miles of
pavement has been laid of creosoted
wood and more is being laid annual-
ly. Paris Is rapidly substituting this
pavement for asphalt, and other
large clties are doing the same., Gal-
veston, Texas, has creosoted block
pavement, which is still in good con-
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dition after twenty-five years' wear.

Creosote oil 8 a great wood preserv-
er, and it can be economically applied
to the blocks Intended for pavements
S0 as to preserve them for an indefln-
ite length of time. It cannot be
washed out of the wood and has val-
uable antiseptic and germicide prop-
erties. The process of treating the
blocks is simple, and any kind of
wood can be used, but there are sev-
eral kinds which are much more suit-
ed to the purpose than cedar. The
bed for the blocks should be of con-
crete.

. Winnipeg should certainly not go
on laying the old fashioned an un-
sanitary block pavements any longer
if by some such process as that sug-
gested the streets can be made good
as the best in London, Parls and other
cities without too great expense.

—

Indian Head Experimental Farm
Report,

The annual report of Angus Aac-
kay, superintendent of the Indian
Head, Experimental farm, for 1899,
like that of Mr. Bedford, of Brandon,
contains much information about the
business of farming In the west
which cannot be obtained clsewhere,
Speaking of the season's weather
Supt. Mackay says the preceding
winter was exceptionally long and
cold, the spring late and seeding con-
slderably delayed. June was cold,
wet and backward; July, dry and
growth rapid. On August 4 there
was a slight frost and again towards
the end of the montn. In Assiniboia
the harvest was one week later than




