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Last week wo gave o roview of the
new raflway work in the eastern por-
tion of Western Canada, including
Manitoba and that portion of Ontar.
10 lying west of Lake Superior. This
week we continue the subjeet, taking
the remalning portion of the West
where uew railway work has been car.
vied on during the past year. ‘This
takes in the southern portion of the
great provinee of British Columbia and
southwestern Alberta.

About the most important railway
work carrled on in Canada last year
was the construction of the

CROW'S NEST PASS RAILWAY
in southwestern Alberta and south-

MVNMVMWMNMWWWMWMMMWNNM»%
Rammway GopsTRucTioN IN WESTERN GANADE

Developing the Rich Mineral Regions of Southern
British Columbia

?#P!M‘WWWMWMWAWWWM

THE COMMERCIAL

MANARRMAN

euay. Irom Nelson there iv railway
comnmunication through to Robsou,
Trall and Rossland. ~ Thus a dircct
line of communicntion has been estab-
lished right through the richest por-
tions of east and west Kootenay.
These inland navigable waters refer.
rod to are very deep and navigation
remalns open on Kooteray Lake prac-
tically all winter.

The Crow’s Nest rallway starts from
Iethbridge, & town on the Canadian
Paclfie. rpilway system in the south-
ern portion of Alberta territory, from
which point the distance to Xootenay
Landing ig/ 287 miles. The cars are
transferred down Kootenay Lake to

707

ol these great coal deposits, and ac-
tive mining work hus -been golng on
at this point for some time. Fifty
coke ovens weroe put in at this point,
and the qwners ol the mine havo re-
cently called for tenders for 200 more
ovens. The development of theso coal
mines is ono of the important feat-
ures in connection with the building
ol this road. In o minlng country
coal Is very necessary for smelting
and other purposes. The lack of coal
and coko greatly retarded mining oper-
‘ations in the Kootenuy country here-
tofore, but now those who are
interested in the silver, gold and other
mines of the region will have an
abundant supply of coal and coke
right at their doors, as the construc-

- tlon of the rallway has brought the

other mining centres into direct con-
nection with the coal districts. A lurge
business in coal between Iernie and
points west has already been devel-
oped. The development of this home
supply of coal has proved a great
boon to the smelting Interest, and
no doubt will lead to the cstablishing
of other smelters in the district. The
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RAILWAY MAP OF BRITISH COLUMBIA AND PART OF ALBERTA

New Mileage—Crow’s Nest Line (commenced in 1S97), Lethbridge to Kootenay Landing, 287 iniles. Calgary-Macleod Railway cxtension, 2 miles. Columbia
& Westera Railway, under construction from Robson to Midway, and which will be soon completed, 105 miles. Total, 394 miles.

evn British Columbia. A charter for
tius road was pacsed by the parlia-
went of Canada in 1897, and construc-
tion bhegan late in July of the same
year. Early in October last the road
was completed to EKootenay Lake, a
navigable body of water centrally sit.
uated in the rich Xootenay country.
The completion of the Crow’s Nest
Pass railway to Kootenay lake at
once brought the great Kootenay
country into direct communication
with the country to the east. The
point where the railway reaches Koot-
enay Lake has been named Koolenny
Landing. From this point the nav-
igable water I8 used to reach the
town of Nelson, where connection is
made with the Columbia & Kootenay
brauch of the C. P. R., & short line of
rallway built some.years ago to pro-
vile communication between the-nav-
igable waters of the Columbia river
and the navigable basin of the Koot-

Nelson on so that connection
i8 made right through to Trail
without breaking bulk. According to
the terms of the charter the company
has two years to complete the
sixty miles or thereabouts of line
tetween Kootenay Lake and the town
of Nelson. Therve is some very heavy
work on this portion of the road, and
the time allowed may be consumed in
bullding this portion, but ultimately
the road will be carried right through
to Nelsou, so as to avoid the noeessity
of using the lake as a link in the sys-
tem.

A number of new towuns have sprung
up along the railway. The more Im-
t points are shown on the ac-
companying map.
GREAT COAL DEPOSITS
of {ino quality exist at several points
along or in proximity to the Crow’s
Nest road. A short spur line of a
few miles runs from Ferale to one

coal is of o high quality and excellent
for coking purposes. Spur tracks to
other coal deposits in close proximity
to the railway are contemplated. A
spur track northward from Cranbrook
is also talkel of, where there are a
lot of mines and mineral claims in
various stages of development. It is
not for its coal alone that
BAST KOOTENAY,

is hkely to. bzcome [amous. Gold,
sllver, lead, copper, fron, ete,have baen
found, and many belleve that the
eastern district is quite as rich as the
famous West Kootenay in other min-
crals, aside from the coal deposits.
Owing to the inaccessible nature of
the country previous to the coanstruc-
tion of the railway, however, there
has not been us much development
work here as to the west c¢f Xootenay
Lake. Thousands of minf claims
havo been taken up and within the
next year or two Last Kootenay will
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