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The Raw Fur larket
(0. IL. îîtaubrt an Nenv York hlarTtade îîsviett.)

It saeans imita eariy ideod ta make
auy îreilictions iau regard tu tho vaiue nf
American furs tltring the coming saison:
but the course o>f the maakeot tati tao data giveg
lis at toast saine indlications abour, its fuîture,
and I liardly leliove tiot I qiîalî ho obligord ta
nîaterially change uiy opinioan ab ut the
diffarent kinds of fers Inter on lui the yenr,
altliougi two of the inost impurtanit inonths
for the fuir traao aire yot hefora tîs.

TI~ it tho final settiemeait of the <antif ques-
tion atnd the consoaîuaoait ravivai of business
shouaid also have honofittad aur brandi of
tradoe wes nataral to sîippose, antI thai general
outlaak points touards a contiaitanca icf tha
presalut recovory ; but it is a uloplarablo faut
that theo conaiumptioa of Amaricani futrs bas
beau -o iîuich narrowod. andu that importoal
skias shoulai ho sit largeiy tîsed iînstead.

Thîis ny ta saine exiciat ho due ta tha goa-
cmal decsireo f piar-chasers ta sec area achaap lina
of goods Staitau ta tiacr proscint means; b it
the prnacipal roasoîa for this stata of affaire3
lias ta ho souagiat in tue provailiîîg fagliion,
whvich dues flot favor the extensiva uise of na-
tural or liglit coloreal furqsceu as aur cotir-
try maiaiiy produices.

The rasults of tiais year's Landau sales have
shown us uainfuîily andI îîinny that the tan-
tIency of tiaEtirrpeata market i-ssianilar tacuir
own, andI white the caîrrentlow scala of priea
oa mos;t Amarican futrs may encourage Con-
tinental buyecrs ta secura largar lots of chenp
skies, 'ae are xaut warranted iu expecting a
higher ranîgeocf valuou at a inter data uuîess
'ave are favoaed by a maturial itoprovemout of
the fuir bustasduriaag the ranninuior of the
yenr, ivitia a botter ulemanal for (unr damnestie
gratIs.

In theso circumrstaiicesu I con only giva my
shippers tho saino advico as hast yenr; ta sell
thair collections wheuver they hava an op-
portunity ta make a ressonable profit antI
Icova it ta the exporter ta spocointa with their
gocals. There may occn-ionally hava heon a
sasoii îvbrein it would have paid yen botter
ta boltI on ta your collec;tion fora longer turne,
but as a ruie tha uauiicy of quick, turns for
moderato pirofits la iikaly ta hring more satis-
factary results, and esîueciaîiy whea the mar-
ket is iu suclu an unsotticd condition as at
presant. ' u spita af îny repeateul warnings,.
quaita a feîv*of my frietads were again teinpted
iast winter by tha ridiculouusiy higli quota-
ticaîs af sotaîe fraudaIlent concares, tu trust
themn witi a nshipinant, antI as a inatter tof
course were siîamafully impused uipoî. I
cousidar it tiacrefore not aout of place ta atats,
once more that thora seetas ta ho no legîl pra-
vision ta suippresaf suîch swiadlers; antI only
lu a very fesv cases bave siiipîuars succeeded
iu obtaining satisfaction.

Thoe 15 a suficiciat nurnbr of honorable
antI truistwortby firins ini the raw fur busi-
nass, froin whricla yoti ean iuake youîr gole-
tion, antI wahiie i uIoîaot want tosay tha .every
nawly establisiied concera siiotld ho met
with suspicion, 1 fouI it is niy dîîty tu urge
yau ta exorcis., due caution iii tho choice of
your ceesignea.

i3ear of "ail linda bas mat with a'. steady
anal good domutud up ta this date, especilldy
for the expott trade, anul it is reasonable ta
expect that-t-he valua of the higher grades, at
least, iil ho fairîy weIl sustained tIuring the
enrîlir part of next season. 1 would consider
it vory uunwisa thoughi ta carry any bear ln
the exp&-,t.ation of "a stili further rise in
prices becausa the value of this article bas
dtining the past few years principaily becn
regainted by the Englisb trade, and if the latter
shoulal cesse ta consume hear in largar
quantities, tae proent quotations on thein
would hava tua ho materially modifleal.

Beavor bas sold rathor slotviy so fitr, andI
only tho palor shaules f rom nortiîorn sections
woro boîî&1ît by our horno tradg at about iagt
yoar's pricos. 0f the darkor skins, C.uîad i
teck agaul fair sl2oed parceis. but the b-ilk of
thom, togothor withi the common kInds, %%ont
to E.îropo, andI in mài1y caïos did îîot roalizo
cost. Accordiing ta rtcont adviccs froin tho
Continent, lp.i
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dark rolor ara in fàlr roqUetit, but in regard
ta othor kind4, no oncouragemont is hold out,
andI the oarly collection of this fur shoald
thorofora ho houghit prudontiy.

Octr suitablo for plucking andI skiais that
woro dark ouaugli ta ho usad in the hair,
found a fairly. MStey market during tho
sammor, but pricos woro, as a rîîlo, in har's
favor. This ks partly nacomiitad for by the
fat that the roduced prioo of sual br-s mater-
ially chockod theo conjunîption of dyod otter
(whioh le tho llnost imitation of geai).
and its uso for for edging for whîch
ottar wvas quita targuiy use d last yoar;
thoro ks hardly any fuirthor domand. 0Opon-
ing quotations wil IV gl ly ho about tan' r
cont. loivar than tho3o of last spring, an( if
Europo should continue tu tako a fair pro-
portion of oui- collection, 1 hardly oxpeet a
Lotowortby doolino in valua latar ou.

Mink was suroly oxpooted ta bocomao mora
popular after the hoavy roduction in priea,
but it appoars that this handsomo andI dur-
able for is flot snfflciqntly or properiy appra-
elatad by the public, andI thosa who wvaro un-
fortunato enougli ta carry largo quantitios
ovar from laRt winter, wilI ho obliged ta sus-
tain a heavy ls.

Largo mink s.îitahle for scarfs, andI iow
pricoul common grades ara yot taken ta soma
oxtont, if their c.wnor ara wiliing ta niaka
concessions ; also an occasional parcal of rmal
dqrk skins is; disposod of ; but unloss nu un-
uxpectied domand shotuld sprinul lup i ing the
noext fow months, cônsidaraio supplies of
mink wiil romnain unîsold hue. andI furthor,
haudicuip tho sale of the new collection. It
iq not improbable that lowor prices on niin1z
will stimulate thoir sala in Europo, but I
wouid not deoim it aavisabla ta speculata on
such an occuranco ; tboefora witM roforence
ta this for, I eau only advisa, as I did Iiast
yoar, ta handia it cautiously.

Muskrat may realiy ho calletI a drug in tha
market, andI I cin hardly romembar
tho time whon so fow wara hought by our
manuifacturors a4 during the past twelva
moiiths. In natural culer, for liuiugs andI
othar articles, thoir usa has becomo very
limited indood; and as a cheap imitation of
goal, when thoy ara pluekae and dyed, the
imnported shoared anîd dyed conay skins seom
ta givo botter satisfaction.

n spite of tha largo shipionts of mos'.rats
ta the last three London tales, vary haavy
stocks of thein ara yet carricd haro in cold
starago, hy different housesi; antI as it is quita
douhtful whather Russia ivili again ha such a
henvy bayer of this article during the next
yaar as it was ia the prescrnt ona, a furtber
declino in the valua of most L inds of nuislt-
rats is aimogt a foragona -conclusion, un-
less sonaething quitu unforseen shonîd happen.

S ýunk ivas about tha only article of imnort-
nuce which paitI the exportars a reasonable
profit, althouigh they &id flot roalizo last yonr's
priea, especially on tha higbar grades,. 1 stili
hava faith in this article for naxt season,
provided prier are flot drivea tau high hy
foolisit compatition, wbicb is hurtici andI
mislending bath ta thQ shipper in the country
and the dealer. The stack of skunk ia firsi.
hands is at praseet quita limited, and if the
lata damaud for thçm continues, which is
rather probable, frosh skins which can ho
brougbt inta the market yet for this goason's
use ivili commnand good prices. For this
reason I recommond you ta sali freely the
enrly collection, pecausa it is flot likoly that
you will find an equally good outiet for tho

blue poited ana l sagoy skins later on, whon
tlik prime~ goods are tsent in, aîpecially if the
collection tarns o ut te ho a liberal ona.

Raccoon did poorly bath haro and. in
E iropo, antI if it liad liot hooni for the Russian
trado wu wouîid hava witnessed a stili greatar
break lu trices during the London salas.
Owing ta tht gonoral dopression in business,
and an accouint of tho inar.y choap sub-
stittats which aira usod in thoir placo, littlo
more than ona-haif of tho uisual quantity of
raccoon ives takon this ycar by the coat
mauufsuttnrors andI a.9 thoy ara the principal
consumom rs of fur on aur sida, ire aura
obligod ta oither axpart aur largo coloection
of raccoon or carry it ovor- in coltI sterago.
floth venttares provoal aqually profitl'ess, anal
ovon if ,1uito a fow skins ara soltI during tho
noext f.ov months, for ana purpoe or ainother,
consia'*or.îhio stocks ivili Ite carriod ovor egain
la first hnds-specinlly tho mediumn grades,
which ara tao oxpoxasivo for coate; and tee low
furroal for dyaing.

1 hardly nead toa cvitao that undar thoso
cýonditions tha fresh crop of raccoon sboul(i ho
botîght tiarefally, as ita colinot axpoet an im-
p.ovanoat lu values go r , a h outiet is
so circlimscribod.

Opossum hava been honafitoal during the
stimmor by the rendy sale of skunk, for
which, the botter grades ara stiIl usol in the
dyod state as a substitute, andaliast yaar
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quatationq, will tharaforo ho fuliy sustainod
on ail skias which are appropriata for that
purpose; unprimai anal stagay ones are not
likoly ta ho in mucli request.

Red Fox woe almoit axclusivaly an expart
article andl paitI their owners a fair profit,
wbich cannat ho said of thoa tao of ten. It
ks tha ganeral impression that tha damanal
for thora wiil continua ta ho a fair ona on the
Continent during the naxt urinter, andl ia
,an toorafora Ira fgr at ioast staady pricos,
andl even soma, improvernent.

Grey Fox -ra antirely nogiected and solal ta
grat tIisatIvantaqe. Considerabla parcoLs3 are
stili beltI hy different bouses, nnd thare
promises ta ho an oqually poor outlet for
them iu the near future, which. facts are a
suffiient indication bow tbey shoulal ho
hought naxt season.

Martin soid well and continuod ia good
demanal by the, Etiropoan, antI especinlly the
English trada, wbile aur homo consomaption
is only limitetI ta moderato quîantitias of the
darkar shadas. Prescrnt stocks of raw skins
ara quite diminislied antI apt ta disappear
altogether hofore the now collection raches
our market, sa tlîat we may loak for free
buying of the fresb skins vit somewhat adI-
vauce= prices.

Lynx ware, 'iAu grey fox, a dead article
tIuring the past twelve tnonths, and it is
very diffictît ta prediet how Ion g it wili tako
hofore a demnanal for tbem wli spring Up

nM n. Tie mnoderate quotations of last year
vi likoly ho renawed, but aven at thiesa

figures thora appears ta ha no temptation just
now foir an effort tu huy larger quantities,
becausa a good many yenrs may pass bafore
lynx again ranks nmong the fashlonable
f urs.

Wolf coulal only ho solal to, aur roba trado
in smnaller quantities andI at iow figures, bu-
cause thora are sufficient other articles,
principally Chinese fors1 wahicli eau ho
bouglit vory low, and which appear ta suit
the purpose just as well, if net botter. GootI
sized parcois of waoi ara held yet by the
dealers, and îvhile they wereanppnrently
houeglit lest seas-on at safo pricas, tboy could
at this time onIy ho disposod of at a sacrifice.

The value of sucli otiier furs as sen, ottar,
silver, pross andI whvite foxes, fisher, etc., s
alinost exclusively regulatefi by the Buropeazi
trade, andl the indications are that prescrit
values will ho sustained.


