g ' THE CRITIC.

Tho opening recital of the Halifax Conrorvatory of Music was given in
the Assembly Room of the Ladies Collegs, on Friday, 3rd inst., under moat
promiring auspices, The solectionsof the pupils ad been earofully studied,
and wore listened to with much ploasuro and interest by a numerous
audience. Mise Slayter acquitted herself well, in spito of hor evident ner
vousness in two movements of the Beethovon Ceneert Op 15 and Mias
Stnth’s smuoth avd fintshed touch was heard to great advantage in tho Min
dulesolin Concerta, Op. 40, whish was heartily appliuded.  The last and
most enjoyable No. wos tho Sonata for violin and piano, by the talruted
director, Mr G, H. Porter, whoso works nro already well known, and which
when played by tho composerand ITerr Khngenfold, with their wonted musi.
cianly skill aud testo, was an artistic treat thal we hopo will be repoated
bofore long in tho Orpheus Hall.  Tho success of the Conservatory is a fore
gone couclusion, and tho recitals will tend gratly 1o cultivato the musical
tasto of Halifax,

At the Sunday concurts of Mona. Coloenne at the Chatelot, in Paris, a
work was given the other day which aronsed the highest interest. This is
Mons. Mnesonet's oratorto, ** Marie Magdaleine.” Generally Frenchmen do
not composo ointorios, and this excited the moro curiosity. The graco and
beauty of the compusition charmed every zne who heard it, whon it was
first produced about fifteon yonra ngo. It is hard to tell why and wheroforo
it was not given for tho lnst twelve yonrs.—American Musician.
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INDUSTRIAL XWOTES.

Sranisn Wonrtp's Fair.—Tho first Spanish World's Fair is 1o bo held at
Barcolona in April of this year. Amorican manufacturers aro asked to
oxhibit the wonderful progress snd achisvements of this country, Steps
have been taken for the establishment of a regular line of steamers botweon
New York and the principal purts of Spain direct.  Further particulars can
ge learned from the Spaaish consuls at tho difforont ports of the United

lates.
E1rres Tower —The 1000-foot tower in connection with the French Ex-
hibition of 1880, and known by the rame of the designer and constructor
as Eiffel's tower, has now reached the height ot 179 feot. The four arches
of tho base aro now joined, and the great platform for the roowms of the first
stago is about 10 be constructed, so thst the work has passed tho most lahor-
ious stago, Moat of the constructivn will now proceed from the intetior.

Foresr PnusenvaTion.— Senator Hale has introduced a bill propared by
the American forestry congress to preserve tho forests. It withdraws from
entry as forest lands all the public 1snds of the United States more valuablo
for their timber than for agriculiural purposes. It iustitutes the offico of
commissionor of forests, and authosizes the appointment ot four assstant
commissioners. The commissioner is instructed to form forest lands into
what aro known as forest reserves. 1o is given power to framo rules and
regulations for the government of theso reserves, and to appoint rangers to sco
that the rules are obsorved. No forests lands are to Lo sold, but the stump-
?ge on them may be disposed of at the discretion of the comtmissioner of
orests.

‘Do you intend to bui*1? Then remomber that a modern house ie not
completo without a nice iron cresting on the roof and windows. A. Robb
& Sons, Amherst, N, S., make a nico line of patterns, snd turn out oxcollent
goods.

Tue Siesens ReGeNEraTivE Furxack Case Drcioeb 1v Favor or Tur
Auenicay CrLaiMaxts —A decision was rendered by the United States
Supremeo Court on the 14th inst, in‘the caso of Charles W. saud Frederick
Siemens, appellants, against Wallism Sellors and others, Appeal from the
Circuit Court of the United States for tha Esstern District of Pennsvivania
This is a suit for alleged infringment of a patent granted to the Siemens
Brothers, of England, upon their well-known rogenerating furnace. Tho
defecdants do not deny that Siemonw Brothers were the authors of the
ingenious invention covered by the patent, but they deny that thoy use it.
Their conteution is that the Siemeuns Brothors took out an Englich patent
for tho same jnvention on July 19, 1861, and that by foree of the acts of
1839 and 1861 the American patont expired at tho end of soventeeu years
{rom tho sosling of the English patent, namely, July 19, 15878. They deny
that they used tho said invention before the last mentioned date, and no
evidenco is given that they did so. The questions to be decided, therefore,
were whether the Engli<h patent was fur the same tnvention as the American
patent, and if so, whether the latter wae limited to expire at the end of
soventeon years from the sesling of the former. The courts holds that both
of theso questions must by answered in the affirmative, and it thoreforo
sustaius tho decreo of the Circuit Court in favor of tho American usors of
the Siemona invention.
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COMMERCIAL,

Trade has, during the past weck, continued dull, and no new features
bavo been doveloped. The distribution of merchandize has beon fair,
‘though heavy snow-falls and partial thaws have mado delivery rather diffi-
cult, and havo tended 1c clog to a certain extent the courso of ‘rade. Tho
markets, a8 is shown by our quotations, evince very few eigus of ‘change.
‘Prices having remained generally steady, with only excoptional fluctuations.
In most lines paymouts have been rather slow.

An interesting tasblo of the trade of Halifax for the year 1887, has
rocently been published by the Zerald,and we regret that our limited spaco

will not pormit us to ro-produce it. Wo learn thorefrom, that in the last
year Halifux importod freo goods to the valus of $1,608,778, and of dutia.
blo poods to the vulue of %3,855,5U7, being a total value of imports of
35,464,285, In tho provious year, the total imports at thia port ivore
valued at 23,664,114, which shows n falling off in 1887 of 809.820. hyt
the duties paid 1n tho latter yoar were 81,533,321, as agninst 81,329 966 in
1886, being an inereaso of 3203,365. Tho oxport return shows that woe
sent away, in 1887, goods to the valuo of §4,549,006, an incroaso of 8177,
678 over the provious year,

Tho following are tho Assignmonts and Business Changes in this Pro.
vinco during tho past week :—Thos. Spry, jr., pork dealer, Dartmouth,
advertising businoss for saly; Wootten & Doxtor, tinsmiths, Antigonish, dis.
solved, Wm. Doxter retires. Frank Doxtor admitted, nnd continues under
old firm name; Alex. McRao (Buo) liquors, Middle River, C. B, nseigned
to Juo. A. McDonald ; Juo. D. Greenawny, crackery, Halifax, assigned to
Frank Ronnan; King & Ross, grist mill, Oxford, dissolved ; F. J. Porter,
grocer, Wolfville, sold out to E C. Bishop; Thos. H. Popo, grocer, Pictou,
roported loft the country ; Charles Warmundo, jewoller, Auatigonish,
removerd td Amherst. .

Dny Goops,~—Trado in this line has been without excitement, but orders
for spring fabrics have come in fairly woll. Though reports from travellers
aro not specially encouraging, and some complaints aro made of slow deliv-
ory, owing to inclement weather, still the volumo of the dry goods trade has
boon, on the whole, ns large us was expected.

InoN, Hanbpwane aNp METaLs —Tho local trado has had a steady {obe,
and prices havo been well maintained. In Glasgow, warrants have declined
slightly, late quotations being 403, 10d.  London cables are :—Spot tin £i70,
Markets quiot. G. O. B, Chili bars £76 10s. Soft Evglish lead £14 15s:
do. Spanish do, £14 10s.  Bost solectedd coppor £78.

Brespsturzs,—The flour market hore has continued quict, with' prices
nominally unchanged, but the domand bas beon limited to small lots for
local use, aud therefors no important business has beon transacted. Boor-
bohm's cable says:—* Wheat and corn steady and firm. French country
markets quiet but firm. Tiverpool spot wheat and corn quict.” Thoe Chica-
go wheat market has been decidedly weak, and has steadily declinod, quota-
tions there have been 763c. for March, 814e. for May, and 823c. for June
deliveries. Corn was also weak aud steady, at 47c March, 525c. May, and
52fc, June. Oats are thero quoted at 32%c. for May. In Montreal, thero
has been an active enquiry for oats, and sules have thore been made at 42c.
to 43c, per 34 1bs. This demand is reported to bo altogether from Ontario.
Iv is belioved that quito a cobsiderablo quantity is being held by farmers,
who aro reluctant sellers; as thoy are looking for still better vaiues. It is
doubtful whether it is wise nol to meot the-present enquiry, especially as
price show such good profits to producsrs, The Canadian oatmenl willors’
nssociation huve advanced tho price of standard oatmeal, carload lots, to 35 80,
delivered, alifax and rolled oats to $6,35. Beans have also advanced
about 30 cents per bushol,

Porarors.—The Muntreal Lrade Bulletin says :—* It is ovident that the
potato crop of the Uuited States last year was a great-failure, especially in
Michigan, Wisconsin and New York—the three groatest potato-producing
States. The crop in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Missouri and Iowa, was also far
below an average, ond since January lst prices have gono up both in the
Eastern and Western States. Tho advanco on-this side has inducod consid-
erable shipments from Scotland; Germuny and Denwark, to New York aud
Chicago  Last week, u consignment was made from Rotterdam to a Chicago
firin, consisting of 2,500 sacks, or between 7,000 and 8,0C0 bushels. Thoy
cost about 10c. to 15¢. per .bushel in Europe, and soll at 90c. per bushel in
Chicago. In New York they have moved up to $2 75 per bbl., wholesale.
Earlier in the ecason cousiderable quantities wero shipped from Manitoba
and the Proviuco of Quebee to Ontario and tho Woestorn States, but as soon
as the cold weathoer set in, the cost of liming and heating. cars, in order to
keep the potatees from freezing, increased tho cost too much, and the
demand foll off. Quite a number of the last shipments in the fall arrived
at destination frosted, upon which considersblo losses were sustained.
Recontly, howover, further enquiries havo been -received from Chicago and
St. Lows, snd the sale of three car loado tramspired this week at a station
near Montreal at 70c. per bag of 90!bs. for shipment tothe Westorn: States.
The crap in this Province was a good one in-quality, although the quantity
was a att)o shurt.  Sull, there is not likaly to be any scarcity, and the best
policy fur farmers 1o pursue is to accept current prices a3 thn demand dove-
lopes. Carloads in this matket are quoted at 70c, to 75¢.”

ProvisioNs.—A fuir amount of business has been transactad, locslly, in
hog products, but tho market has been, ou the whole, quict, and prices steady.
There has beon but littlo onquiry for green hams, flanks, and shouldors,
pricee of which have rewsined uuchanged. [n Livorpool lard was stronger,
und’ advanced 3d., to 39s. 3d. FPork was steady at 67s. 6J.; bacon 39s. to
41s, 6d ; tallow 27s. Pork in Chicago was strong in tho oarly part of the
week, and advanced to $14.565 for May. Lard was strong throughout, and
late quotations are $7.77% March, 37.921 May, and $7.97% June.

Borren.—All tho roaliy fire qualities of both croamery. and dairy butter -

aro taken up by the jobbiug trade. Lower. grades are in plentiful -supply,
but th; local domand does not run on this ¢lass of goods, only the best being
wanted.

Curese —Trado in this market is vory quict, but the Liverpool cabls

reports a drop of 1s. Still, no change has occurred in local prices.
AprLes.—Thero is rather a slow sale for apples on spot, which aro being
placed in small lots at about $2.50 to $1-por bbl, as to quality, a few fancy

solections cummanding a Intle more.money. Sevoral .lots aro being offered
Tor sale, but buyers do not respond to the request of holders to make offors. |
Advices from Chicago report.a botter enguiry, owing to stocks thore being

considerably reduced by decay. Sales of car loads wero made in that city a
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