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THE CRITIC.
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OUR QUEBEC LETTER.
(From our Staf Corrcspondent.)

A winter's trip on the Intercolonial from Halifux to Quobee, although
wuch of the really grand sconery on the way is made black and desolate by
the denuded treos and tho great heaps of snow that everywhere envelope the
hills, tho villages, and the rivers in mantles of shite, is still not devord of
interest Loavi:g Halifax in one of tho hoaviest snow storms of the soason,
wo fully vxpected to be snowed in, but we had not proceeded fur on our
journoy before the suow turned into rain ; and, had it not been for an unfor-
tunate accident ut Sackville, whero our engino was disabled by running into
two coal hoppers that had accidontally been blown from a switch on to the
1sin track; wo should have reached Quobec on time. From Campbelltown
to Quebec tho train was continuously running hatwcen groat banks of snow
that in many places wero high onough to cut off all viow of the surround.
irg country, Nothing but the greatest onorgy on tho part of the oflicialsof
the Intercolonial could have kept the track clear, and they deservo great
credit for s0 quickly lreaking through tho blockade, Moro ongines and
cars msy bo needed to handlo the great increase of freight business that the
through grain tradoe has furnished, but when it is considored that tho suow-
fxll has been the greatest for years, and that an equally severo season may
pevor bo encountered agnin, it is decidodly unfair to pronounce tho Interco-
lonia! unfitted for thrcugl, winter business, or Halifax a failure as a Winter
Port. When whole freight trains were hidden out of sight by snow, on
sidingy, one ceases to wonder that freight should bo greatly delayed, and can
only express surpriso that traius could ke got through at all. It was ton
o'clock on Saturday evening whon wo reached Point Levis, and the ferry
had stopped running, so I concluded to romnin until morning, rather than
be victimized by crossing in u canoe, I was taken to tho St. Lawrence
Houze, which at firet sight wus not very inviting, but the rooms proved
clean, sud tho bed comfortable, so that there was uothing to complain of.
Before retiring, 1 took a walk down on tho ferry wharf, and had my first
view of Quebeo, about which so much has been written that there remains
nothing new to be said.

Sunday was a beautiful day, and 1 thoroughly enjoyed stuaming over the
river on the powerful forry boats which crushed ‘through the masses of
flnating ice asif thoy were card-board. A week's atay in the Fortress City
has fumiliarized mo with its many poiots of historical intorest, but most of
wy time has been pussed in visits to the great cowmtercial and_manufactur-
ing establisisments in tho Juwer Town and Saint Ruche. I had no idea
that Quebec was such a great manufacturing contro, until I found wysolf
threading ila narrow business streets, walking on snow that reached the
second story windows, and down which slippery staircases had been cut to
the sidewalks, Along St. Valliero stroet, and all the streets in its neighbor-
hood, tanunery after tannery, blocks of shoo factories, foundries, woollen
wills, braweries and furnituro factories, stretch in almost unbroken succes-
sion. Most of tho buildings are of brick, aud all are substantislly con-
structed and kopt nest and clean. Many of the proprietors havo their
dwellings adjoining, or in their factories, snd so aro always on hand to
superintend operations and picvent waste of time aud monoy, Their
thrifty babits have wade them rich; but instead of rotiring and living on
their money, they keep on improving their establishments aud opening up
new sources of wealth for their children, The furniture factory of Phillipe
Vallicre is an interesting place to viait, and frum it are turned out tho finest
or cheapest furnitare, as tho exigencies of the trade demand. His sales-
roows are very large and hiandsomaly fitted up, and his factory is provided
with the most improved machinery. St. Poters, St. Pauls, and Dalhousie
streets, with the numerous strects that intersect them, are in the tower
Town, and are the priucipal streots dovoted to the wholesale trades. Tobacco
fuctories, wholesalo dry goode, and hardware housos, crockery, shipping,
banking, and financial institutions, are closely packed together, and on every
hand aro to bo road the names of merchants who have world-wide reputa-
tions for business push and financial strength. At 124 Dalhousie stroct,
Larkin, Conuolly & Co., the great contractors, whosa pay sheot often amounts
to 830,000 monthly, havetheir offices, and just boyond commencos the stone
tidal basin that they have the coutract tc build This is probably the
greateet work of its kind ou this continent. 1t will be sowe years before
the work is completed, but it is an absolute necessity to the trado of Quebe,
where tho high tides and great rush of waters render it difficult to unload
vessels lying in tho stream. An immonse amount of money is being spont
on the harbor improvoments, und whon they ars comploted, Quebec should
prove to be tho finest river harbor in America. I visited the graving dock
(which Messrs, Larkin & Co. nave only Jately comploted) with Mr. Kinmitt,
the conﬁdyntial clerk of Mr. Larkin. The dock is ot stone, 480 ft. long by
IOO.ﬂ. wido, and tho iron steamer Tifanis, which had been wrecked on
Anticosti, but 1loated off and towed to Quobec, was docked in it. She is a
large steamor, but looked almost lost in the great dock. Not a drop of
wate:]wns leaking through the iron Jraw-gate that closes the dock at its
mouth,

AMthough the cold of Quebec is much severer than that of Halifax, it
had no effect upon tho massive masonry, and this fact should forover set at
rest the arguments raized ageinst the stone graving dock in Halifax. The
Messrs, Larkin & Co. havo a very fino plant of wachinery, aud their drodges
aud steam derricks are as largo and powerful as the world can produce. Tho
saio firm copstructed the graving dock at Esquimault, B.C., and havo con-
tracts in all parts of the Dominvion. Thu dock is on the Levis sido of tha
river, at St. Joseph, some two miles below, and is almest opposite the famed
falls of Montmoreucy. Anyone that imagines that Quebec is going to lose
1ts commiercial advantages without a strugyle, will bo convinced to tho con
trary, by notiug the great improvemonis that aro now fast sdvancing to
completion. On visiting somo friends of Mr. Kimuwitt, we found them most
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painfully excited. On election night, Nicholas Hart, ouo of their relations,
A young mau of about 22, suddenty disappoared, and no trace of him could
bo found. Foul play was suspected, but no proofs could be ndduced, snd
his disappearance had beon almost forgotton by all but his relatives and per-
soual friende. On tho day of our visit, his rabher hiad bean found noar tho
river bank, on the ico, and its identity fully establishad by somsthing that
had besn sewn in it.  As no onn would ba likely to wandar in the direction
whero the rubhor wa: fuund, tha suspiciuns of foul play ware groatly
strengthoned, and the authoritiea alionld cartainly do all in their power to
unearth tho mystery, and, if possible, bring the guilty partios to justico.

QUEBEC BRIDOGE.

I aw glad to bo able to report to the prople of Halifax, who are ns much
interested in tho complotion ofthe Quaheg hridgo as are Quahackarx,that the
bridgo is now nlmost cortain to berpeedily huilt.  [ealledon My, A. I, Light,
the well-known civil engincor, mud as the represantative of Tue Critic. was
cordially received by him. o has comnplated plaus for n cantalever hridge,
to cross the narrows soma four miles above the city. nnd has avery confidance
that tho work on it will soon be hozun, A photograph of the proposed
bridgo shows that it will ho one of tho handsomest structures of the kind
in this country ; but in order to give sume idea of fta great size, T will give
tlio principle dimonsions :—

Tolal length of 8tracturo c.iieeee covecees eierees 3,460 foet,

u ¢ steol SUPETSLTUCIULO tevvrers cerneanns 3,800 ¢
'rolal widt“ 4000000000000 000 S2000S 2040000000 N B 108 “

“  length channel 8PaN «v wiverieeesree corenene  1LH30 ¢

“ i CloATu v ses vecceronn eeeneosenenes oee L4
Clear heightuicircireesiiennoniiciiiis sversees oo 150 «
Maximum doptheceeiecessceeserss covesesasiassrsanens 268 ¢

The chanuel span of 1350 foet is the socond lougest in the world, boing
only excreded by tho Forth Bridge.

Sir Jawes Brumlees, tho colebrated English cagineer, is associated with
Mr. Light us consulting engineer, and Thownas Claxton Fidler as assistant
enginecr

Mr. L’ ;ht has devoted much timo and study to the proposed work, and
his plan ur design, bicked up by such an emminent authority as Sir Jawes
Brumlees, is now bevond adverse criticism. Mr Lixht's intimate kaowledge
of tho latoc Joseph Howe, and his pleasant anec1stas of promiuent public
men, mako a visit to him unusually pleasant. That he will succeed in
buildiug tho bridge, I have uo doubt; aei iu his work ho is beiug ably
seconded by tho talented editor of the Chronicle, and also by a prominent
naerchant here.

I have beun stoppiny at the Blanchard tHouve, as cosy a little hotel as
thera is in Quebec, and the very place for business men to patronize.
Capt. Pelleticr is the proprietor, aud miintains the ramo striot discipline
amongst tho servauts as he did when in commaund on the quarter deck. His
wifo 18 a superior housokoeper, and ably soconds him in keeping everything
scrupulously clean, and the table well supplied with properly cooked food.

Abjos Axigo.
e
[¥or TBE CRITIO.)
ODDS AND EXNDS.

M. Pasteur's Necrology, ¢ revised and correctod to 4th February,” now
adds up to 65.

The crowninyg marvel of photography is its power of manifesting wnat is
invisible to the cye, even assisted by tho telescope. Its application to
astronomy is, therefore, of 3 value undreamed of a fow youars, since. It has
for sonio years boen employed on thoso great celestial mysteries, the nebulse,
with, in some instances, the result of aflurding a stroug presumption that
astronomers are actunlly witnessing the condonsition of gaceous maxsex into
suns. Tho manner in which “the photographic oye of scinuce” is able to
dolineate that which the human eyo is incapable of discorning is so inte-
rosting that it may well bo briefly oxpluined :

“Of tho long rango of radiations coming from highly heated watter, the
sun for example, only » swall portion falls within the power of the eye.”
Beyond the oxtrome violet on tho one hand, and beyond the red on the
other, visibility fails ; but in thu latter case the feoling of warmth cnables
us to know that the radiated influenco of a hot body is upon us. Aand,
although tho ultra-violet and ultra-red caunot dircctly stimulate the eye,
they can make themsolves kuown by their effect on salts of silver, their pho-
tographic power, ‘This eflect was at one tinie regarded as oxclusivoly inhe-
ront in tho ultra-violot portion of the spectrum. Captain Abnoy, however,
succoeded in bringing the ultrared within the power of tho photographic
plate, aud has, Mr. Proctor bolieves, phatogruphed a kettle of boiling water
in the dark by means of its own radiation,

Photography, also, not only confirms tho classification of suns made by
Father Sccehi from ordinary spectroscopic obsorvation, but leads to further
preguant suggestion of tho doop meaning of what we are, by thess two
scientific appliances, cnabled to witness. Roughly speakiug, the great auns
which leud thomselves most readily to obsorvation, range themselvos in throe
classes-—tho whito or bluish-whito, of which the wagnikcout stars Sirius and
Vega presont thomselves as the splondid examples—tho yellowish-white, like
Capolls, whose spoctrum is almost ubsolutely the same as our sun's—and the
reddish stars like Arcturus,

‘Tho pisgnant suggastion is this, that color iundicates age, consequently,
vigor passing to decay. Thus thero may have hsen a timo when tho solar
apectrum presented ounly ‘he tvpical linus which still distinguish that of
Vega; and there may, and probably will, come s time when * the lecturer,



