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TIle, AGES 0F FAIllI.

A cHNIuîo'cLE %vritinlg iîî the rpigîî of Hlenry VI., of!ltiglia, says
'flic o în of titis lanîd arc riei, lîaviing utbîiidaîîceoaf goid amui silver,

an(l atler tuiîîgs necessary for tao ilnaintoanuce of 'iiaamîs life ; Llîoy
drink lîo welter', iuîîless iL be dtlîî soîne frein dovotion, aiîd uoltn a zeal
for penaxîce, do0 abstaili frountoaller drillh thiey eut piîtîfnhiy of ilt
kinds of lisii utîd Iiesil ; tiiey wear iiic %vooleîi cluLli in ail tîjeir aip-
paroI ; tiieylîave gi-caL store ut litisielieîts andl iipleuîents of lîoluse-
liold ; te>' aire plonitilly luruuisltcu %itit aIl inipleinms of litisbandry,
and ail otluQr tltings tîtat are requuisite Lu dite accoipiisluneiît of ut quiet
life accordiîîg Lu tihîir estutes tend degrees."

Sir Jointî Fortescue liera gives us a viewv of tao uedieval ora, t
whiicit wv are accustoied. lHa shows iL ta uis iii its prospùrity' lie
rc-itiitds uts tat te lite, of tha Middle AgIÎes wvas tiot ail gloaîtiy and
terrible, if g'ratud or picturesque ; denat iL lîad otiier features besides
dungeotîs and racks antdu frowviiiig. custies, tyrannîicai lords wiluo wagoul
poî'peu.xîal wvar, alld abject sçrfs Lau spiriLless for coutîplaint ; unt fact,
tint te Middle Ages, talion imî teir brouîdest sense, front tae Fahi of
te Romtau Emtpitre Lu te era tsliereid tn by thîe Iloumaissatxco aîîd te

P~rotestantL Rotorînutian, furi a iîanv.-siuled plectre, fuîll of lifo muid
inavenîemt, of gruco andu animin, of beautv anîd lieraisii, of strîmgglo
aud luigli acliioveient. Titere ima>' bo a dark and iumrid back~grountd
ulioro uîay be blots npon te camîvas Nviiicli ciiii'o us of the iîîteouth
century ta rejoice t1lit the colors atm outi palette art of less giaring
toile. But wve caui learn mmucii by laokmmg buîckward, and the retro-
spectiou is aiways fulli of iiiîLoîs.

he iiucdi:t-valt lite was ouîe of associatiouns. lucere wvorc inany~ piolus
associations, o! nmoblets and p)entusus alike, ta visit te sick, to bury
tic dcad, ta rouît-cit capttives uo' ta froc slaves. Certain Lombards,
banislied ixîto G;eriiamîy, boutela Ltiselvos Lu a reiigious life. wiil
was to consisL imî the exauct per-fot'mance of natial itîbor. lley wvere
nt fiurst ail laynietî, îud %verc ceiliet. the Unifiato. The* uercmuuts of
Paris, in 1170, bandeud togetli to obtaii te blessiuîg of Gad nipou
bteir ontorpî'ises. Titis was a frequeiit practice. Oflicors of jusice,
and motaries foriîultieniselves it 0 aîssociations. Everv brade lîad
iLs gîîiid, iiiiited initior a patronl saint. Upot te foast of Ibis
patront, themenîctbers inuî'clied in a body ta limurchi, %v'iera they baid a
soleîim service.

Th'le hiistory of titose guuiluls is inost imtercstitigý. Tîmoir mIles ivera
o! aut exceedîity strîugout cituracter. A iîteumîber fouîîdl guiIt> of!
dislaîmosty or ceite of aîmy sort was iinmiiediatjly dismnissaul frein thea
fraterniîty. '1Yrafll'iclit om Stdays or ltoiydays ivas forbidden, oveit
ivhire thme assucuuîe livcd auioge Jewvs aîîd pagamîs. Ail woeo re-
quirodi ta rest at certain tinte after cadi) nezi. and wvere liiiidorod front
wvorkimig citiier uae itite or Loo eurly. Ilcgeitiiîîaey of birLb w-la utml
obstuacle ta admnissiom i îto Lite guilds ; SA tieat te 13a3tar'l of 10) catis,
te deliv'erer of Itis couitrv, with )lis bluon of field-iiiirslmal, wvas re-

fuxsed momeiberslip. Iluese associationîs ofte i Çguredl as pautr'ons of
iearîîing, ofi'erimmg a prize for te best itynî or pcell or baulaul. Be-
aides suppoîtiîtg sick mîibers aile] burying te dela, Llîey gave liberaliy
iii cltuurity. lius tha siivei'sinitiis lire îecardaul as builditîg a itospitai
for thte aged and itîfîrim, anîd a htonte for %vidows.

Maîîy axid greab pirivile-es, wore oftoî granted Le tese fraLernibies
by kings aînd noblies ; us wvien te paimîters %vere dcoclared froc samd
noble, anîd tdie franmc arclîut's froc frot Laxes. ithere wvas a stuurdy iii'
dependelîco abolit tîtese gitîîids, whiicli cuiainands aîîr xdmîiration
whvlst the Spirit of faiLli kcpt tliim frac front (laugerons exceEses.
he lîolydays wvlîch Llmey ubservcd iii caiiion, amîd te strice obser-

vamnce of te Sxîniduuy coutiuiîded by Lîmir rides, lent tîmeiti a spirituality
far, indeed, frotî thte souuiiess, amîd it'reiigiouîs lives led by mauy mnodemi
ivorkiug'peoplo, wviio tuil ail thîe week for 'Mailnon, amîd spolia Soîîday
as Lîoîmgli timere were nu (bd.

lThe burghîcr or citizeni class lmad its owiî privilegos sud diguîitiea.
lut certain cîLmes te citizen huad at rigimt t tua tiLle of Sire. Saine-
tintes they %vert autluurized to, 'var spurs, or to carry.a swvord, or couîld

clazîxLueprîilees i kmigi ttuu. licywtve io mst prosperois class,
for commnerce wvuus very active in te ieuievai period. Thme Veuictiau,
btae Pisant, Lhe Gemiause, te Eaiglisli, theltitl, te Spamisi, time
Portugueso iirchaumts vied tvitl timose of France in e\Lonsivo tradinig.
At a vory enrly poi'tud thei stnudy of Oriemntal tangues liîad bocoine a
ncossity ini I"ýamice, oamccolent of tae coiinarcial imtrcourse wiîh
te East. St. Louis, Lhe Frenich Kimq, fariula1uted fie ides tieat, fronît

a motive of cliarity, frec-trade witl aIl mon should provail. A curious
bit o! politucal ccaumounyv.

Fromt the dimît oId days of Clotaire, Ltme Framikisît Ringe, cotes La us
a picturesque anud b!caiiiful type of te buirgîmor claiss. Ile wvas tie
court goidsinitm. aitd liad acîuievcd t'enatn by Itis sktli in te wvarking
o! procj~ius mîetals. Ilis artistic Laste wvas great ; hlis carvinga, upoa
gold aund siil'cr vessels alla ornartîeuts, of exquisite deiicacy. Apart
frona ail titis lie lad lit uîbsorbitîg passion :iL v.as for Lima rausoi of
8laves. W~lieii a vesse] arriveci fronmt A frica, te gaidstnitm stoad 'ilion
tilt shtore ba-gaiîîiîg file the boiid2iînet's lmleaso; once lie oven gave
portions of lits owii clatiig for blîcir r-(edemmptiani. Ilie poor Liromîged
the street whieroiii hie livod, sa as aiinost La fonin a biockade; and oui
Sundays n, liinmdrcd inidigent persomîs sat at table as tite ridhi nan'a
guests.

The wliole of niiediieval hiistory, hiowevor, bids lis adinire et charity
tlîat was vast and coiproIieîisivc, tiat wvas ail.eînbriuig, anîd duit
Nvns undeterred by any obstacles. Every one of theo religious ordurs
hiad iLs nîlotiv'o ini fratornnl clîarity. Meni bouind t1linselves b>' vov
ta redeern captives or ta froc slaves, anîd Lu toa inî t1iair places ir need
be. They fouiglit the iurk, t0 free Europe frotte the boifflage tliat,
tlîreatied iL ; but tlîey conted it eqîîally glaols ta spend vears ait
tho bedside of lepers, ta care for the orffliati or Lu give shlleî Lu the
ioînelcess. Lt wvas at spirit tient pervulded o(;ietv nit iLs entiretv. S'elI.
dontia îd ricli mille (lie witliotit lits le-acy tu tl:e luoor of Christ, ail
%vays iîsking tlieîr allis in retiiî-prayeis for lits Snell. Soiettînies
it wvas a liidreil ]oaves of broad to bc ilistrihîted uit the îîîarket.cross,
or a certain niiniiber of oxen ta o lidlled ait a ilivoî place ; er iL was et
hospital or til asyhîini to bc bouiL. wlbere the wurk of clîarity %vould go
ail to untold years. The týezefitetioiis of the ionlis and the Sister-
Iloods lire a too oft-tolul talc to requiro mnentionî lc.

IThora is no doubt," observes a hlistoriax, Ilthut UIlc hliglior
elassos syipatliized more wit the péople titan t'îev ]lave donc ever
silice.' Vcry orLoni tiue relationîs !.-etweeî te noble and luis vassals
wvoro ot a poculiarly ntinmate ami affectionate character. TIho 1)wor
orders linud their place a. tilt great festivals or inrvnkig;none.
hlowsoevcr lowl>' tlieir conditionî, verc exeliided. AX place was resorvcdl
for thi-1 ait Vie tables of tuie great ; anîd aht tournainents and pageautt
of ail sorts litere %vas mot for the display of tient Il clivairy of humble
lifo." lTho wrcstling inatchies, flic arcliery caîltests, aild the varioles
other trials of sl<ill, brouglit ta tuat of low estatto LMite kiumdly alla
adiniring notice of the luigilest in the land.

he followiig quaitit description of thle E tiglisi judges in the titil
of lonry VI. points at wliat ivas oxpected of ouai class of inedia.Ival
%vorLlnos : I 1 oulde ye slîotulde. L*îîjwe Ldent Llie justices Jf Eiîgland
eit not abova thirc liouirs et day-tliat is La say, frontî cighî il) tile fore-
noon util eleven coniffleto. Whiercfure Lite justices, aiLer tlioy have
tali thieir rellection, dIo paisse andi bostowv aIl the residue of the day
iii the study of tien lawes, iii readivb1 Joly Scriptures, and usine oLlier
kind of conteînplation at titeir p.loasuiro. So tuaIt tlîdr lire inny Soein

moecanttunplative than active. And tiens dIo they leoua a quiet lire,
disi-,hargod of ail %vorlilly cures. And iL liatoe nover been knowne that
any of tlein i ave bec-n corruipîed witlt gifts and bribes."

A1 Iigbl staudaud wvas, ini filet. lield up Lo ail mon. Lawyers wvoro
forbiuiden te nourishi false hiopes in tlieir clients, soldiers La enmgage iii
unjuxst wvars, unercliants to overchargo or adulterate. vorywiiere the
spirit of religion andi the suiid l)riimciples of Catholic truLth and justice
gutidleul anid irccted society. iThe Coui ici lof ToIedo decreodl tint kin Is
simoula spolia a certain dtite ocle day i tIme study ufthUe Scr.-pLure and
imx fevont ronding ; tient tey intist approacli the Sacraumets requeitiy,
thus giving ant ex .Np of viirtue ; thiat they mnust refrain front puttiiîg
unwlorthy3 monei iita pubi!c oflices ; iliust show înorcy wlien possible ; tend
do justice, wheou itbiae Lu bû -lone, quicklv. Slici regulatioîis wero cou-
stautly laid downvi by counicîls andu preaclued rront pulpits. Tho king
Nvas thoeî Uic rvanit of at igher Master, and te liuiblest iinoimk
iniglit renuind hein that hie but lieid lais power front above.

It wvould be a miost iîteresting study to inquire Iîow far tiiese princi-
ples prevailcd witm the momiarclis of the iedinaval perioù. Tulera iii
litle doubt tliat they compare ta adIvintuige vîth any othoer class of
sovoreiguis wlio have ruled the world. For even wlierc there wvere
great crimes, tLucre wvas noble and maaniiinous repenîtance, an hîumblo
utvownl of wvrong, and a desîre Lu niake satisfactionî. Evil, whller in
lâig or pensant, wvas thon kmiown by its owîî naine, aîîd deplored as ail
ofiemîice agninst Ileaven. Chiateaubrianud declarps tlîat Il St. Louis, as
a legisiator, a liera and a sainît, is te rcprcsei'Lative of tic Middla,

Ages.-St.Louis, of %vL-onî Voltaire adinits tlîat Il limitait perfection
could tiot go fartlier," ami wlioni liaiauu dec-lares to ho " bthe most
erainent pattern of titîswarviiig rectitude aîîd Chîristian stricltness of
conscienc:,- tient ever field thîe sceptre iii any country." St. Louis wvas
ono o! tlaly.

Clîivalry, tient strange aud fascinatuîg creation uf ail olden tinie,
lias furnisied us witlia hiostof noble lîatiîls,-tniîs whlo werc Clîristians
tic less titan Llîcy %wero kuiglits, wvlio vaIuQd tîteir iiiibleinislocl loiouir
second tbîiîcir Catliolic faitlî. No yoiîug inanî of tlitd(ay %vas aslianied
te liear Mass ovo.ry mnoriiii.g, and La appi'oc the SacraileilLs oueffly
amîd freqiicntly ; for a kiuiglît iL wvas at sacred dîîby. A BJlack I'rincot
linell. at thîe lioad of ]lis ariny to ]lcar ïMass and rereive the Biessed
Saeramnent beforc-bG nuiî battle. Anl Abusao d'Aguiiar, a Lord
James of D)ouglas, at lobant Bruce, a Bertrand du Guesclinî, ail
O'Ncil, or % Cardova., prayed with the simple fervor of ciîildliood, and
proudly mnade con fessioni of faitlî.

Tue candidate for kiiîltlioodl passeul niglits in prayer ii a clitirel
and fasted iii preparabion for bis investiture. H1e huard Mass amd
recoivcd Uloiy comuwniion. Ilus bath wvas a Syllbol of purification,
alla lie wvas clad iii a Whlite robe La Sigiîify the ponit> of life expocted
front liiin ; over this was a red garîneît, a Lokemi Vent lie intust bc
rcndy to die for thîe faiLli. Ble wore .sandals of black, as a riaîninder
of deatih ; wiliu lîls gauntiets rocaliod to huaii the dutyot prayer. When
present at Mass, a kuiglît aitvays lield the point of lis sword befaro
letin during bhe Gospel, siguîifving Ibis readiness to defeîîd it. And

bcin,« tIma Chîristian, cliivalry wvas, as Hallamtr decînros, thei best
scliool of moral discipline wlîici lie Middle Ages fffarded. . .The
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