
''lite Tttso reîe a ciritique or te new
'mri1iianditachies by reterriiig to te int'aîtry:
- Im te flrst- place, says oui' cortcmporary
te battalion tised t-tabeteunit-, and there

lias been au alrîîost uitivei'sal consent anion-
muicticians thtat if is 'too li:ete ho held iin
Larnd iv one niai>, sine t-le tendency btas
tuicreased t-o cover' %videt' spaces uitbLi te
saale uniber of motn. 'This terîdeny cornes
îlirectly fî'om t-be power' of the breccbloadetr,
thticht covîs nmor'e grounu i it-h its fic tItan

t-le oli weapota. 'Tli Prussians Odivided their'
hattliosits u efoui' capanie.s. piticcila
inatin ed officer ira conamand of each cotai
pîuny auil gave lii inand lus 25o iei1110110
î'esponsibility and povver of iniit-iattive. l'le
plan îvas found t-o ork adnîîraiîly, conibin-
cil as iL vas wih itio nli iact-ic:îl lractice t'
il t-bejutiior otlilers. Eaclh coinjitay waîs
'omnîcd itato Lwo divisions, se -baLtithe e'e

eiglit divisions ini a battalion. fît Lite Ené,lisb
battalions Lucre are for- the futuîre t-o hoc iglit
eonîpinies, anid fout'oUfteint,et' a liaif-batta-
lion, aro t-o ho placed undthe -lccoinîuiand
ot' eue of t-l iiiiajoi's, wlio is et' courtse nourît-
cd. As Erilishi hatialions are weaker t-lam
['russian, and fis thet'e i no sncbl sciiene for
t-le peî'petual suppaly duî'irîg ar of' mon
trained previous1y iii t-le bat talion, t-ler-e cen
ho no doubt t-uaL te hal-battalion wilI
pi'acticaily becoine netnîncît st-toiager tItan
the Prîussian compatny. The Englisb efficeî's
being also nmore îniierousin prîoptortion t-o
thoeitmnra-en t-le [russitas it will ho poss-
ib-le for t-le iii <jot' ia ccliitiel a larger' lor-ce
t-han t-li Prussiati cnîpaiay. But a furtter
stop lias been taieiu, andtl one o(i inuost iii-
estimiable valtue. Accoriaitig t-o t-e lacoi Drill.
btook, officei's i-îee varrîed rtltaL, i[et' Ma,,jcst-y
it-vîrag approveLl tlie î'elgtlatioîas, îîo devia-
r Lau1 Irnitt-licia c- s fa I 1-1ei'mit ted. No

ciicauurîgeae ut<va-lAi ou t te t-le Fmi ciish
ser'vine t-o t-lis ta <v

t 
'Ot'e:a icdy t-i t -

spotisibil ity, witlle exet y t le ýcxiiti':uy Uel
imîg Was iîiee-ito 'tî.arclicet-s.
'I'liey' vereaiioved evcry hii titIde, atIdlicld
m'sporsible t-uLh 0Btti-ais sliouid ho
îriendted t-o hitîcer t-hei' t-akimig t-le iiiitii-
t-îve. Iii t-l i îev oî'der giveti by thle Dtulie

of't ou Iitge matjors are Lol tîtat- reuti <il I
<epetti li -eu' ed:pt-iîg t-heu' novenîeîîîs
te t-le exigemîcies of te momnit, anîd t-ley
i-re t-o idi'stumad îtat- IL is t-heu' dut-y t-o

proflit hy amay operiigs ivbicii iiay occrt,
ivithtout viting l'or' o'dei-s.'T'his îîaay ho
acceut-e( as otie of t-be mîost- important eiders
<'ver' gîver t-o t-licErglihtAî'ny, and tlie
tact is s0 ittspiiig t-uaL wo iaardly likçe t-o
expr'ess te îisli Lait iLldbecu cot-clîed ir
flite sanie tetîis i5te onie olloîirg iL,
vber-eby efficet-s cotumauditîg divisions or' I

brigades are t-cilt-o urîder'stand elearly that-
the 5forriîritions for at-tack anti changes of
tironît laid dowo &antot in-teiided t-o hocad-
hered t-o Il nless t-le featur-es of te greuîîd
id tliecnîuîbet's and dispositions'of t-be

enemy suit." lu evory case t-iey trnust
exeicise ilîcir' own judgment lu udoptirîg
t-le formiation bcst snîted t-o t-le actuai cii--
climstanCos.tt

Pt'oceedirag te details, our con tempoî-ary
thinks iL rat-ler a wveak point-t-bat- twe of t-ho
,ïnall English cornpauies are t-o ho put t-o-
gether andi called a double cempany, as iL
appoars t-uaL ono-iaif of t-be double com-
pany will frequent-ly ho skirtri3hingsnpported
by t-heoet-ber half,and as ail experience of nie'
demn war toacbes t-ha t-bhe supports will in-
evitably pres3 forward iut-o t-le lino of okir-
risliers, breaking up jute skirmishing order

ubleinselves. Lucre will.certaiuuly h a nmixturte
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of men known only partially to the senor
caiptain, who il1 of course. in such acase
take tho commnd. To obviate this difli-
culty. cadli doubla company is recommended
to woî'k constantly at drills as a comp)ound
body, 8o that bothi captain:ý may bo acquainlt-
ed %vitb the men of both single comnpanies.

Ilrttrno autiîorisedi formation for-
attitck otherth Ian the advance of a ivhiole
bi-i gad e Lin lne has existcd, but te neîvor
der will cause a battalion acting clcine to
sendti h er a deinite li'ilf.b)attalioii or hiaif
of each bd f. battalion to the front las skir-
imihers and suppLorts. 'l'le reniainidor %vill
foilow in columun of double coinpanies or in
liue, '-cOilu to circumistances, the Skir-
miisîters beillir 500 yards in front of the main
bo1y an.1 iet< supports 200 yards. '1hle Thtnc's

obevsounithis " lNoue of thle advocates
or 1)gY , iii tacties, so far as we are aware
wished to abolish tbe line ai together, and
substitute heavy columns of attnck for t.
Wbat tbey wished to sec aholished was tbat
long" st]îli thooretical line of battalions,
boa ld ftest to each othier,so, slow iu formation
so cri ppled ln advance, borrowed frorn Ger-
inau Frederick, ai long ago cast off as an
lucumnbrauce by mod -rul German tacticians.
Tbey %vished to substitute for iL somue sncb
formiation as the nieî one promnulgated by
authority-a numiber of nalI bodies eachi
wor-king iudependently, excent iu SQ fill-as
iL nitist not lose tbe others or fail to sup-
port t-hem i in emergencies, capable of chang-
ingé froni lino Lo coiumn, orin lto a inixed*
formaqtioni of skirmishiers, liue and smaýýll
columns, acting always 'according to circum-
stances.' Ibere is net a iiilitary nation in
Europe ivhiclb does flot use the line when
occasion serves, andcino nation uses beavier
columus t-ban were const.înly exposed to
fie on1 Salisbury Plain. 'UbEàold controversy
of line versus hieavy columuis of attack, was
settlied long ago, and bas realiy notbing to
do with the' questions wilîi have so lately
agitated tbe itncs of soldiors, and are ulow
setled for the present by the ncw order.
For the present we say, because no mnan
cati predict when somne ucu' development lu
weaponis or increase in mobility miay tender
fur-ther modification of forma necessary.

%eare far, howevcr, froni anticipating sucb
furtber changes, at any rate fora long ime,
because the niew orderot attack isadaptable
to mani unforeseen circumistances, ai-iciofli-
cerls are not only pet'înitted, but enijoiined to
tbink for tbemselves, and act iccoi'ding to
theso circuni.4tances.0

" Tbe formation foi' a battelion acting
alone ,as an attacking for-ce iili be-biaîf of
iL lu front skirmisbing (cit-ber one of'the
half battalions, or haîf ol'each haif battalion)
tbe reniainder being hield backç as a main
body, either in double comipany columns or
in line, according to cii'cumstances. The
supports of t-he skirinxishiers (Lwo cotupanies)
are t-o be ln open file, t-bat is Lo say, they wil
not forn siff hunes, but flexible ones, te
individual soldiers being, ther'efoî'e, more or
less indepencdent. They are t-o bho200 yards
behlird te skirmishing line. Doubtlessthis
will comae to be 'according t-o cit'cumstances,
toQ)-f'ot no officers would be jusified lui ne-
glecting the cover of a biouse or a dip it the
ground to give shelter Lo bis mon. If we
look back Lo the oid English practico, as
oxeruplilied by te Ligit IBrigaîde ite
Peniîîsula, and related by otne of tîto actors
thomselves, Calonol G. Gawlei' in h~l'sei
als of Good Skipinis Jing (a book ivell wort-b
î'epublicat-îon), we flnd IL laid dlown tlbat
whiie no muan, standing Ut) ln bis rank,
touching a comî'ade right and loft of hlini ln
a lino, may bo premit-ted to slîrink one inch
frein shot or shell berailse in that case lie

%vould derang -h ot u-'.îe, -tiN' fIel
opposite course ih propel' r skfoi, shr
[le 'îvbo inia skrtYt te e-t o t '-'t-hle
most of' cvory ot ol of' 0 î' ts Il t :) r:trlît ta
the tiLleof a iviso soldier.' loi' t iese andi
otber' reasons tch ae of the supparts %vill
doubtloss ho 'according tocrcmtaes
te distance bciiîîg ouiy laid domi as a guide.
'le main body is aliays to îleîleV v rî ni
(ter fire. i'eubtless in wir if willl off<'i relit
force the sýirinisber,-, for e' vaecitiî'ely
sceptical as t-o t-le jtossîbilit'i- ot a buie of bil'
battalions ilu formeatioi making tîeir- w'ay
%vliere a lino of liaI 'baf i siii ki-îii1 t

or'dcr lias failed.
A brigade is Vo sent ttIi-ti-tOozie <af

iLs battelions (wlticb otf theînm t-i iepenl oit
cit'cutnistaunces), four of ils e) < ini
skirnishitîg order and l'ouri iii supiport.

able the "kiî'mishiers may naeice Ity rank-î
te frotnt raiik 100 yards or se iiin dvaner, of*

the reer r;inz.' Suppoits, îviî hoptail,
200) or'300 lunî'ear' of t-he skiî'nisliei's, te-
ruaining battalions "lu lino oflihai latr ot
double columuis, at dcpltaying d1i' fit'. t t
or 400 yards in ret' otfte Suppot', ' -
brigade irappen t-o have foi' bat-taliotis. ç,ta'
of titeni ivili ho placcd ras, a teserve, 400 or
500 yards in rear of'Lteet re, il'possible,
under cover, an-I either' uin i ti! m- torliai t
battalion double columuns.'

The German Governîneuft, is nowvei-li
ing t-be caims of t-be varionis (em Staes
t-o share in te carptur'es nmade frein te
Freucît diiring the lat-e war. Batvai-lt, S ix-
ony, 81ILI teu 1r l-Lvo alileatly beil
put in possession of' te trophies whîlciî îvere
won by Lbeir armies in tbe tieîd, but teo
booty given up at caipitulation-s lias; ti t c
been distr-ibute-'d At-Sedan the Itî'tîit hdo,
stroyed aIl thie».rir ilitai-y insignia ex'ept mi
cagle, wliieli %Vas at terwar'dsfonIt a dit-ch,
S3o that the booty t-o bec(ivitled ectîisis ont 'y
of guins tîîd te ai-tUS and atŽilnitii nof*
te Frenchi tr001 s. As L1eBvi'natl'it;'

an i tlie Saxoni corpsd'arîtt took pti.mt ini
this birtîle, tbcy dlai. sitare iliit-lie sjiýIl.
'tie otnly cotps whîie iî -i dpuet lîî:idA
clitinit-o divide thle spOil Of Metz wit-lti rus-
sia is the ilessiani divisioni, ivilitili lias ýs iice
been amialgaiîu:ted %witi lt le '-u nA rii 'V.
''lite saine is t-le ca1se WiLlîi te Hait-n co
which foughit ut SLiashurg. Tlhie Mcckli'î-
bui'gors, wlîo were oiigaged ut T'l'n, aiglit
claii te e.igle of te Mobiles aîdtd16LItei y
of a dhiagoou tegînîcut whIicIîi weï. n' eniet p
aL. t-be capitulation of tîtat tomîî, buVtltei
Loo, have since been itîco'poî-afed %it-li tlt'
Prussien Army. At the capitulation of Paris
19121 guns, but no fi gs, wvete giveiltip1 to tlicGiermamit-ioops, and a portîitn< o if' eaic
claiuîod by te Bavatians, S ixùca l Wur't
enîbergers.

Seveî'al of' the St. P~etersbur'g joina!-î <te
again caiiing attention te nec,'.' at-v of s
Labiisig a complefoiviiLetiii î-i(« t~
along tîto westeri'rC fi'oie2i',f tfiettg
theit' appeal by t-leiei-nt- actita -<
te vast pt'dparILtioiis set- oiin f iii i Il(, S:iutt

quaiters by larussia. '-"'lice iove'rttiiert-of
Berlini,' ays ia Iussian cif1in . ilitt
article on national defences. 'litas coiitette
ed a gigentie t'eforiii its systein cf fmtilica
ion-a t'eform Lto wliclt wvecaimot- b ut -pay

attention, since itL a lpablydictl gta-
oui'selvez. Glogan.1Thoi-n, l'osen, C(Shnr!o'
Witz, ar-o alillai~rkced l inth i-l toUf' rtresseté
to be renmodelled t-pou the iictvesf îi'îtcihî-
les, and trausfornîed into fiîst olass arsenais,
and to opposýe tia ail Iis 'i w ço îaîrabiv
tiothilmî.''


