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OTTAWA, MONDAY, MAY 6, 1872,

LigoT-CoLoNEL WAINEWRIGHT GRIFFITOS, at
present on 3 tour through British Colum-
bia, has kindly consented toact as the
Agont for the VoLuxteer Review in that
Province.

Excrasu Military Journals criticise the
Brighton Review on Easter Monday with un®
duo soverity, and it would appear for no
better or more intelligible reason than that
tho forco was composed of men serving
voluntarily.

A carsful analysis, however, demonstrates
tho fact that tho volunteers ns soldiers
maorohed well, and worked splendidly over
exceedingly difficult ground, that they are
moderately well handled (in this case a
marked improvement on Sir Hope Grant's
was manifest) and that in fact they made as
creditablo a display for the hour and one
half the field ovolutions Iasted, asany troops
rogular or otherwise could do over ground
g0 entirely new to them, with o course of
evolutions in strategy and tactics hastily
angd loosely improvised at short notico,

1t is very ovident that the patriotism and
military spirit that could bring together
over 24,000 men for the hard work of a feld
day like tha$ described, is capable of far
greater dovelopement than its critics are
willing to afford it eredit for, and tho hos-
tility manifested towards such a valuable
force can only ba explained on the grounds
of the utter disbelief of the English Press in

anything but a Rogular, Army.

Tho complicated system known ns Mr,
Cardwell's # Reorganization of tho Dritish
Army? may work woll, but of that
wo havo gravo doubls, tho rotention within
Great Britain of o forco of 130,000 men, the
localization of battalions and the putting up

3 | of commissions to competition likosizarshipa

fn o primary sohool, will in the ond smothor
what military spirit may remnin amongst
the peoplo whilo the improvemeont of tho
ballot will distributoe tho burthen of military
soryico unequally.

‘Phoro soems then to bo litile wisdom in

¢ | deerying a forco which would leaven tho

whole population with trained soldiers
whoso knowledge was acquired for the more
love of military hife and not mechani:
cally.

In illustration of this quality and its value
overy rogular officer who has comeo in con
tact with our Canndian Volunteers aro unan-
imous in describing them as the very best
military material they cver saw, tho casicst
drilled and most intolligent soldiers, and
that not in ono arm of tho service but equally
so in tho Artillery or Cavalry.

If our militin law forced into the rank
tho idle, unwilling coward, or mon whose
labors would he better and moro profitably
omployed elsewhere, such a result would
not bo possible, we would have material
that could bedrilled like machines if timo
were allowed, but not intelligent soldiers,

As the pleas on which the Whig Radicals
succeeded in withdrawing tho Regular
'roops from the Colonies and concentrating
them in Great Britain were economy and
Defence, the omployment of a volunteer
forco would alone answer aill the conditions,
and it is an enigma why thay haye persist-
ently neglected tbo development of such a
forceo,

Great Britain will always requiro a large
forco for foreign servico that must even-
tually bo drawn from the Volunteer Forco,
and the result of the whole will be the latter
will alone be looked to as capable of afford,
ing the necessary security agaiust foreign
invasion,

Wo are perfectly socure without « regular
soldier, because our wholo population are
enrolled, a largo portion have served in the
Volunteer Force, and we could at any
moment assemble in forly eight hours
tweaty thousand men at any throatened
point,

With the oxperienco Englind has had
with the difficulty oxperionced in manya
small corps (for her) of regular troops, it is
wonderful that she Las not profit :d thereby,
and by encouraging the volunteer elemont
have the forco alivays at tho threalened
poiut.

Tho safoly of any nation will be only
assured by trainicgall its population possess
ing military instincts to the use of arms, and
providing in an emergency for arming the
wholo ; with the large population England
possesses no difficulty could exist in con
frontingar invader at any point withan over

whelming forco of local troops, and in such
a caso tho value of tho volunteers is appa.
rent; but to have that forco cflicient it I3 not
at all necessary to {urn them into barrack
ynrd soldiors, or do moro than givo thom a
goad rough drilling in which tho intelligent
and accurato use of tho riflo would bo tho
principal foaturo.

Such fleld days as thut at Brighton aro in

disponsablo to soldiers whoso periods of
training aro intermittent ; if proporly placed
under tho command of an officer who
thoroughiy understood the organization o
the forco and theie eapabilities, the volun

teors would acquire an idea of lheir
duties in tho field, and if over the time
comes to test their value the importance of
thoso ficld days would be very soon appa-
rent,

Indecd it does not appear that on tho late
oceasion within tho one hundred minutes or
80 tho troops wero engaged that greater or
moro ogregious blunders wero porpotrated
than at any time during the course of the
colebrated autumnal campaign

In all such cases a series of blunders
will bo perpetrated, especially with troops
unused to such work, and tho difliculty of
ditinguishing friend from foe owing to same}
ness of uniform, but such will bo merely
regarded as accidents quito as likely to oc
cur in real warfare and with well trained
troops.

At the time of Sir IHope Grant's fumous
report we advised the British Volunteors (o
avoid in futute the error of being command
ed by Drigadiers unacquainted with the
troops, although the late Review has been
botter handled 1n this respect, we seo no
reason to change our opinion ; the establish-
ment of the Volunteer Forco should be in.
dependent of tho Regular Servico for the
greater part of its staff,

With an intelligent and zealous officer at
its head, like our Adjutant-Genoral, the
volunteers would havo a very different «x:
periencenand a far more practical knowledgs
of what field work really was like as well as
amore satisfactory record at cach anniver-
sary of their now historical Easter Monday
Reviow,

Tue United States Army and Navy Journdl
of tho 27th April has an article entitled
% 1861 and 1872" which merils grave atten
tion from the calm and dispassionato man-
ner it which the real basis of the now cele
brated conseguential damage question is
treated.

Jt opens with great contempt of ex
pression for the proposition so strongly
insisted on Vy the supporters of the
monstrous claims put forward by the
Washington Government, “that tho es
cape of the Alabamn and the countenance
given to the Southern Confederation by
England prolonged the war," and while in
sisting that it was a fact for tho historian to

deal with if not the jurist,boldly declares that
the real causo af{ts prolongation waa the un



