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nTe Presbyterian Rteview

Reminiscences of a Scottish
Country Parish.

IIY AN ot*TOIIý.AItIAN.

XtiqrAr F IIEI.(110)N ANI ot A IÂI.-(Contin sed.)
par tier Jevissu

A!' lu religiîîlîs knwegtho l>re9hteri:tu
jîcofle in the ParPh ivert' genvrîîlly fissirly- weil
inst rurtedil) ici tho rter niii aîI<r aecî~xR nd
iii tlie histories oif tire O1, andu New Tlestauiets. WeT
bil( our knoNvletge in flinît îîuîtter frolli our frequent

uîîînraiîci, along mitlt tfc 1wo dc of tire distric't
whierc we resl(lCtl, lit the pierîiodic (iiets. of eteîsîg
%vheil oid atul vtiiug hand in their turn to sctanid up

aifiî lie e.nainiied on their nîicdeof divine tiigs.
At stueh finies flhc iiriqlîitonerq nwîswcrcd fairlivwcll
tire quesc.tions put to titein, althoiigh nimuch ignoýrance
did soînctimreq atlîlbear on the 1'art (if soune, and our
yolung iinister was iiot tire kiiw c.st or inost patient ot
exainincrn.

Theme diets of eateciiag. or - exaininis "as they
wercs callid, iî'ero great institiitions ant i nany tradi-
lions of file qtraiigc atigwcr. given on farcir oc<!aqitns

wcre ainoiîg tile ineniiorabilii of* cacli îiitîiister's incuxan-
becey.. Nothing vcry reinarkiabie took place ils our
e.xper.icuce; buit we reîîeîîiler licariîtg of a ratlier
aniiueing exaniie oif an answer iîy ant eldcrly feînale
who generally I icarnis soiinewhat mnixes] ini lier answcrs
lu tire queetions in the Shortcr Catechii, anid who
used, if poseile, to slip out when flie nîini-stcr's liack
waR tuirned. The place of niceting mvas a fîtrzncr's
baril, -- hcire there was no %çintlow, tile only lighit at

an tline coming in ait file opent door. Janot hnd
humhly taken lier sent on tla2 doorstcp., purp)o.siig tu
inakie lier esc'ape ais carly al; possibile, ler habit mvas
known to tile iinister, andt, -;o, tuririug to lier, lie
askecl, W'hat i; a sacsrainont? -inîewliat nonfused anti
douhftles-s takzen ab:îck liv tile uîioxjîcted turii of
amfairs, fille qaid :A S.ierimC11it, sir. îS a incains ot
graco, j ustitication, adoption, :îi :itica iîîn whre-
h)v a miniter out of a truc setîse of lus &il), lotit reit ini
bis grave tili thic resuirrection.

I1 ti 1Mblure was nio Saiîlî:th sehooi in our
pavý b, 11l lin ohd iect cîpcned!il lic eighlioriiig

iiariql ablit ai veagr lieforo, to whlîi iv e were sent.
tl iet ils a verv' Pri mitive Fc)îîiîl bous.e nti wai rosi-

clucteci liv tîreo 'If thle neiglilîîritug fîtriîers. 'lhev
xvere plaîtu iîlettcred men, liut mnen wh)ose lîcarts li:îd
been toutried hv divinie grare. antd wiia werc anxious
fi do what liiov, couid for tliê cspiritua.l benefit tif flie
,'oting in tlicir*%-iciinity%, and mviutise prayers antI teacli-
lng retiiiii asq a iCSti ituc'nîry witli lis -;till. As
@001% als :î Siaiiltl schatîl was <ijîcti in1 cur owil
vitulil we lieganl tii attend aîud conititl lu o so
iiiiîil we catereti (olit'gc.

WVhen the SalIb:îtlu Scriool mas started in ftic Pairish
Chtircltil i:tlap1eiicd fint Ilivre ivere tivi pir<ilatitutierq
reAiting in the ju:îrisias lutors ini getitienîcn's fainilies,

aif tbvloive' gave thecir ailie. tit' <'ni' takziîg.
Ille î'ir fl(-igger linys and thle ttier tire girls.
Tire mlse tet ila tlie chutrceh ini the' -quare ''r tale
tieats, mvliici were t<îuîi<l verv cîtuvenient for teciig.

Of<f ere flic Shorter C'îebsimas tauight. butt ini
additioin Ibere was intrtituced l a eries (if C:ttclhisi
îîreîiared ini Edinurgh 1)v Ly:il ii InTglict, whliclî
I irovedl verv helitul to ai liciter iindqer!staudiing (if
)lvinc tritfi.

As regards the gciieral intirais of tile Parhlu, whiiie
as a whuilcfthc licapile nigiil lie said toi lie a imral

î*îicrime lbeing aiLisft tnkmunwui. tht're ivcre thingq
in milhidi hIe ctondition of ziffairs livre as- ini flic %liole
811rroni1lini dlis-triet waq far froi .itisf.iettrv.
Brenciies o f thie Sevcîîti Coiîinxuaiduienit were far tito

C0111111011 .111- vie the( chiîrelà t4iok iligent geogllii.
onve <'f Ille <ifentersi, fle -is ind aliieroins,'a e<'ccni ti<î

thant il eca'cîI tii lie ai disgrarte tii tllîisv wl 1:i wc'rc guiitv
tif il. Tiiert- was; nîneli in tht', hulits tirf Ie (11mw., 'licil
as file îiîiigiig oif flie se-eq il it .t-emîrl, of tlic ftrin.

e,-îIbeciallv tif the' là.trvt-t field. whîich tcmîle'il tii a lax
illor.iitv. Nosr w:aa lac hein voiîlisid tis fisc çass ti
fitri t-vnt lbtit includeil lfile f.itihic't tif lit(' oui-

wnrdIlv tertalile aîîld -%velviili flriner.
Toîti -9bstilenlce andiftle teiniieranle nIuîvenIIICt 1111(

not becti lieard tif al ire tinte nt ivhiei wc are wvritiiig.

'rTere was, it ititst bo ackatiwlcd 1e, a good (1eal oir
drinkiuig thiu, but not inuceli hîtieitual dIrtnakeiiies.qq
Tire iroctico tof trcating ivit. universal. The liottie was
tiri fiw ab le at ail tinies for the enterinnîcaet of
niiii(irs tir v'iqitc-, who inliglît eall, antire tumilcr
!)f tatidy aiflcr dlimier was considercd part oif flie (limier
itself. It is weli knaumyn thant thei clergy ivere not far
fronti tire imuputation of induli îîg soilnctituies. WVe
rettueniber in titc of the trials beo ro al certain Presby-
terv of al niiniister accused oif iunkenniees, mlen fle

quesè.tion wvas aqken int one <of tire wvitnesqcs, knowzîi as
one of hie booni Couxplalanslc,, ''i)d voir ever sc thc

niiiiiister drunk ? " '< Me se lim 'druuk 1 Na, mua,
long or lio'8 hait sliot, 1 ain hbli' fii'."

Crimes werc rare antI liwsuiits uinknown. l)iffer.-
onees <Iid occaitmniily arise lietween fricnds and
siciglilturq ; but tluey were cxhortcd lu magke up tliier
diifférences and they gcruorally did so liefare flic î'cxt
C'ommunionu.

Altogether on looking bock over tire state ot Religion
anid loris in tho Parisis sixty or scventy vears ago,
mvbile tireir werc certain things that weore fliot as they
sçiiuld ho1 flic People wcre a dc.tenl ciîurch-goirs

andi' indusi.trieuis race, minding their own btisiness anti
il te thieir liglut strîving lu (Io thieir dnty to their

?îi.aker and te tiroir foilownien.

joseph Sm-ith and the Book of
Mormon.

For the Revit,.

Ilaving reacheti honte witli lus iislcriotis burden
hlm îiro ct procecded vcry naturally to insec the

paewhcen hoe digcovertil thot tire unvsterious hiere-
glyies ingcrihed thereen wcre qiiite beonui his

powoer to ticciîlîer. The languange wvas Egyptian, ani
as lias lîcon stated .$tnîtlh's oducallo mvas of a vcry

Iiimiited cliaracter, and lie couic! Iardiy bcecxp)c(d C'o
lie aile lu rend and1( translate a tonguc\vwili h ichi 01113
c few vlelr vcro ocîaiintedl. This tireateiied ho

hîe<înîe tin insuirmounitable dliilicuitv. but il, was soon
tîverct)Ilie. There luatl been toinid ;vith lte plates a

cuirjouts instrument c:îlc'c the *rimîu anti Thiutiinui-
of whicli more mill ho told Iater on-wuicli cotîsistcd
of * twtî transîlarct stoine, cicar as crystal. set iii two
ratas tif a btiw," andti Iis suîiîlied %vsat uas lk in l
cd ucation. On looking throughi tli;-t instrumnit,

Egvitiîiu lic as pîlainu and il nliple lis Enisso
l'y uiq miens tire prejîhiot vwas enalict o rond oaci
Irniate the records. A languoge unkîîown t Ici i,
or for tliat natter lu asiy one cisc, ctild lie easiîv

untiderstood bv tile nid of thlese nui gic ey-lsc.ft
meetais a1 uity thlat a nulagde l)in w:î.s îlot 1îrovidcdl aiso,

goti as tg) routier uitcsavthe ctuiffloviuenî, et whîat
ini this case iiins.t hîaveu bli very oiîjectioîîui.)e, ari
atiaiiuensig. WVletlier Smitli couc1 ritc tor ual 1 oi

111nalîle lu sav. certain it k, tiat lio diii ncît; but sitting
liiii aî cnrhfain. ont oif sigiat tof tho scribie lue jiretciudcd

la traunslatc fronti the pîlates, wiist t * e liialtauis oit
lthe utlîcr sitl ut the soreen look dewn luis words. And
this we arc bld mvas the o rigin oif the biook ot Morîtuen
-witiî hiow nauchel trulli ive shah! sec liercafter-first

Tt is tilicuttlu iiiuagino a siliir or ilore imuprobiable
taîie tîtai luis caeck--atd-muil qttrv tif lte rigin tof fhte
liretendet l 0 e veait Tlîc iîniilimbbilities ilu il,
-u say nitiiig efthe p)alptable ctîxtratitionis-oreo
es gre:it flint mue woncicrs 1mw any tuttan tr his soher

î'cscolild have over rcceivod it linv t%er spiit
tItan lint tif laugliter anud redicule. For. upon mvhuat
evidence lire mve askedto luolieve flit thuis plates huad

mvex;Stencte otlbiie tire jimnzîiation tif tlic coireotor
tif thie picnile stiNattiraily oute woiuld enquirc
regardi;ig thacir lîresent loc:uiity-. Are they open te
inspetion lui-dey in :alv Part t tire huaitiable 'lobe?
Mais ! N, fie r i, 1 ftuu uwiierc on the faice or
lise cartit. Tlatv biave cornictelv vaisiheti front
. um<îug muen ndi lo sek foîr Osenît %vinild lie a boutaii a
sîtc(essfîil aî taskqI as lire scarcli for te fnionis Lanil) of
Ahadilin tir tire inu-isililo conl worn l'y a celcbiratcd liore

o'f thi nurery. No eue over saw these plates but
*hiSelli ~nilandtfi eth ciire incredible story tiiere-
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