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even the most languid reader. In fact, for a popular
work on music, it would be diflicult to name a book
eyual tu this.
mented by an infallible instinet as to what puints are
of interest to the greatest number of readers, and by
an easy conversationat style which engrosses one’s at-
tention before he is well aware of it.  The author's
enthusiasm is another point in his favour. He is full
of his subject, and his writing is evidently a labour of
love.

Tae Crew oF THE MazE axD THE Srare Hawr
Hovr is the last issue in this series, by Mr. C.
H. Spurgeon. The name of Spurgeon as an author
is abuut as goud a recommendation as a book can have
nowadays. If any other were nceded in this case, it
is found in the subject treated—modern unbelief, the
agnosticism of the day. He handles it without gloves,
and in that striking, homely way that carries convic-
tion to both heart and mind. Spurgeon’s illustrations
are something renowned on two continents. They
abound in all simplicity and force in this little work.
They reach all readers, learned and unlearned. The
best single phrase we know of to express the character
of the entire book is its  ‘ uncommon common-sense.”

Fnternational FZessons.
T Geens -
M} YICTORY OVER DEATH, (‘S

GoroeN TEXT.—‘Death is- Swallowed up in
Victory.”—vs. 54.

TimE.

PLACE.

Introduction.—This nobie chapter, which with the
chapter of the last lesson is deeply interwoven into the very
fabric of the Christian faith, should be carefully read that
the bearing of the argument in the former pait of the chap-
ter upon the portion containing our lessor may be thorough-
ly understood. In the first verses the apostie dwells upon
the fact oi Christ s tesurrection ; this he establishes by the

% See lesson 3, this quarter.— Faul’s Freaching.

testimony of all who wcre witnesses, himself last *‘2s one '

born out of due time.” If Christ be raised how then should

some prc.j.ch that there was no resurrection, if no resurrection
then Christ not raised, i Christ oot raised then preaching .

and faith altogether vain. Bat Christ being raised he is the
“ first fruits,” the earnest and assurance of the resurrection
of those who sleep in Him. Answering the question of one

objector in verse 33, he goes on to speak of the resurrection ;

body, and by several beautiful illustrations shews its char-
acter ; the same and yet not the same, identical and yet dis-

tinct, This is 2 corruptible bedy, that will be incorruptible ; .
a s This body needs .
food, sleep, aud res', is liable to disease and suffering ; that

this is a natural, that a spiritual body.

needing not the former, and free from the latter. Upon the
living 2nd upon the dead alike, will come a wonderful
change ; the flesh aud blood nature cannot enter into the
kin;dom of Leaven, such alone belongs to the spiritual body.
We know not what it is, thouzh we may know much of its
attributes ; we shall be hke Christ, for we shali see Him as
Ie is, and seceing shall be transtormed into His image.
Hcre we reach our lesson.
Notes and Comments.—Ver. 50.—* Flesh and
blood : " bodies such as we have here, ran in his present

The writer’s critical tastes are supple-

”»

condition. ** Cannot inherit : ” or pnssess, as in the right
of our relationship tu the ileavenly Father. *‘The King-
dom of Gol : " there are various uses of that phrase by our
Saviour and His apos'les, here it means the hnal, perfected,
glorified state of the saved, it is entirely spiritual, patural
in no part.  “ Corruption : "' the hody of this life. *“In-
cortuption : ” the life to come,

Ver. 51.—'* A mystery : " a trath kidden until now ; these
great truths of the resurrection had been made known by
the revelation of Jesus Christ, and until this Epistle much
was stll 1n darkness. ** We :lall not all sleep:” heis
speaking to Christiaps, they are the “we.” ‘‘Sleep:”
that beautiful idea of death on which the early Christians
loved so much to dwell, witness the inscriptious in the cata-
comb. *‘Changed:” as we must be trom the natural te
the spiritual, those who ‘“sleep” turough its agency, those
who are alive, suddenly, in a moment.

Ver. 52.—** A moment: " the smallest possible space of
time, repeated in another form that there may be no mis-
tcke oraoubt as to the fact. ** Last trump~—the trumpet : 7
this language is highly figurative, like that of Matt. 24 :
~29-31, and I Thess. 4 : 16; the trumpet was used for call-
' ing the people together, so God will summon the living and
the dead 10 meet the coming Lord ; so Psalm 50:45. ¢ Dead
—ipcorruptibie : 7 because corruption doth not inherit in-
corruption.  Ver, 50. If incorruptible then immeortal and
so fitted for their inheritacce. 1 Peter ¥ :3, 4. ‘“ We—
changei: ” this does not imply that he expected to be alive
at the coming of the Lord, Paul constantly identified him-
s21f with the brethren.

Ver. 53.—“ Must put on incorruption—immortality :
an absolute necessity or it caonot enter heaven ; the new
li‘e is put on. 2 Cor. § 2-4.

Ver. §4.—* The saying : ” by the prophet Isaiah, Chap.
1 25:8; yet the prophet did not know the fulness of the
i meaning of his own words ; spoken of God’s work for His
chosen people they had a larger and grander meaping in the
deliverance of the race from the thraldom of death. ** Swal-
low up:’’ completely lost in God’s victory over it.

Ver, 55.—* O death : ’ a free quotation trom Hos. 13:
14, death is addressed as a scorpion or serpent, conquered,
and its sting torn away, ‘O grave:” Rev. reads * death”
in both places and transposes the sentences; still the idea
is better expressed by the received version. Death has the
sting and gives to the grave, hades, the place of the depart-
ed, its victory, but the ransomed soul, raised in and by
Christ Jesue, can look upon both as conquered foes and
utter this sublime shout of victory, even before the final
deliverance by faith in the Saviour.

Ver. 56.—* Sting of deatir is sin: ” it is sin makes death
terrible, but for that it would be nought ; the ‘‘sting®
would no! have pierced us if we had pot taken the scorpion,
sin, to our basom. *‘Strength:’’ Rev. ‘‘power.” ¢ The
law :” bringing with it the consciousness of sin. Instead
of men being justifed by the law and made fit for God’s
presence it is their condemnation. ‘¢ By itis the knowledge
gf sin,” Romans 3 : 26, under the law sin reigns, Remans
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Ver. 57.—Notwithstanding that the law, and sin, and
death, and the grave were against us, God is for us, and the
victery is our., so thanks be unto Him. Before the final
\ victory come thc life victories of faith over temptation,
" doubts, unbelief, fears, all corquered “ through our Lord
' Jesus Chust.” by His death desiroying the power of death,

and by His resurrection givisg.us the assuraace of our resur-
rection and eternal life.
" Ver, 38.—Now comes the practical Iesson. * There-
- fore : " because of all these truths. ¢ Steadfast:” firm in
© the faith of the Christ throngh whom you have this hope.
“¢“Immovable:” not to be moved from liim by all the
powers of sin and hell ; or, do not move away yourselves,

»



