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EDITORIAL NOTES.

France is endeavoring to bring about a umversal
system of numbering varns and threads, but the
organizing committec have heen met at the outset by
the objection that various measures and systems pre-
vail’in France itself. Spinners at Tourmies and Reims
employ their own number, those at Sedan a different onc,
and a third is used in the Flhoeuf district  The com-
mittee have ivited the Thamber of Commerce in the
manufacturing centres to examine and recommend the
adoption of resnlutions. propnsed for the different tex-
tiles, based on the metric sysiem. as follows. For wool,
cotton waste. silk and jute, the number to be that of

the number of metres contatued i o gramme weight,
this would give the numnber of thuousand metres - a
hilogramme or a thousand grammes.  The length of
the hanks to he fined at 1,000 metres, with decimal sub
divisiuns  For silk the number would be deternuaed
by the weight in grammes of 1,000 metres. For linen
sarn it is proposed to mamtam provsonathy the Eng-
hish mode of numberning until an arrangement  can be
come to with England A mudification un thuese reso-
lutions  proposed o to assmulate jute to hinen. as the
numbering is already the same fur the two  texules
The motive of this proposal is a guod one. and an mter-
national system would do much to facihtate the mnter
change of kunwledge, and promote trade, which cannot
he accomplished under the present varicty of measures,

Statements published by the United States Burcau
of Statictics would appear to show  that, working
through a period of depression, the United States
woolen manufacturers have so reformed their methods,
that they have not only reduced the wmports of  for-
cign woulens to less than a thard of what they were 1n
18935, but that they have duoubled therr exports  of
woolen fabrics in the same time  To be sure, the
figures of their exports are very small, but  the fact
that any incrcase at all has been achieved, 15 of  some
Jagnificance to those studying the course of the Amen-
can textile trades in recent vears  These figures show
that during the aght mounths, ending  3ist August,
1900, the imports of woolen manufactures  amounted
1o £2,518,000, agairst £8,472.000 1n the eight months of
1893, and £6,155,000 in the corresponding eight months
of 1896. The average annual importation of woolen
manufactures during the decade fruom 18go to 1900
has been £5,208,000, the highwater mark having been
reached in the year 1895, when the total was £8.472,000.
Since that period the importations have constantly
decreased untl in the years 1898, 1899, and 1goo, they
reached their lowest level, averagng during the eight
months of each year only £2,292,000. On the other
hand, the exports of woolen manufacturcrs have
slowly but steadily increased, advancing from £56,000
in 1890; £98,000 1n 1895; £128,000 in 18g6; £30,000
in 1897, and £150,000, in 1898, to £185,000 in the eight



