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ings in this country, from continuai contact with thi
warmth froin neyer extinguislied fire lu the grates
Does not this fact justify the conclusion that carefu1lI
executed and prudently designed cimneyic3 brick wori
reduced the fire risk to a minimum ?

In both those towns were a large number of snial
manufactories, which are regarded as especially risky
sncb as those for making chairs and japan ware
foundries, forges, and small shops for iuaking nieta
goods, many of themi formning part of buildlings.
p ortions of wvhich were occupied as d0lluso
adjacent thereto.

f ~There were also a considerable number of old strtic-
tures into wbicb wood entered largely for both exter
nal walis and internai partitiomis. Sureiy something be-
yond anytbing that ciimatic conditions affect inust bc
considered as operative in protecting sucli properties
fromn fire ? We submit that the " something " wvas
more efficient precautionary nîeasures ini building,that eÊ?iciency arising froni better worknîanship, less
scamping, less sacrificing of safety to mere cheapness,
and, generally, the following of oid-fashioned mnetho(îs
which experience bad tauglit builders to folloiv to avoid
fire risks.

We may find evidence in this city corroborative of
this view in the large nunîber of dilapidated buildings
which remain untouched by« fire after haîf a century,
or more, of occupation, wvhen new, buildings of great
cost, handsome warehouses and stores, and the like,
are so continually being burut in Montreal. Look at
many of the buildings in the far east of the city, andl
scores of old ricketty tenements between Bleury and
St. Denis streets, which seeni as if a chance match
would ignite. Their inmates cannot be cautions
people, yet these places live on, when magnificent stone
buildings, quite modemn ini style and equipînents, seeni
toi catch fire as rea.dily as a Linder box. There are
clearly sonie conditions whicb make the newer struc-
tures more productive of fire losses than the olcier
ones, outside of those of climiate or of interni fixings
peculiar to the colder areas of this continent. J4ast
year an Engiisb builder, whio is a large property
owner, visited this city, en route to Chicago. He was
especially interested ini our heating arrangements.
hoping to get some vainable " pointers" from the great
experience of those in bis business in this city. H1e
inspected a large number of buildings ini course of erec-
tion or complete. When asked if be had acqnired ans'
information of service, lie answered: " Wel, to tell the
truth, I have learnt how to save money ini puttinig Uip
buildings and bow to lose a great deal nmore by having
themburntfrom bad work." 1e afterwards said :.jf
owned property in Montreal, unless 1 built it nmyself, 1
shonid like it insnred for wliat it cost ;but ait home, 1
neyer go beyond one-quarter its value, and I wvouldn't
go as high as that if my neigbbors were as careful as
myseif." After a thorougli inspection of a numiber of
buildings, from. the cheapest'blass of cottages and temie-
ments to our large wareliouses and stores, this experi-
enced judge declared he saw no particular feature of
exceptional daniger ini our heating arrangemýents,
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except from. gross careiessness, and none in the climatic
conditions of the country wortli rentioning, if buiiders
and tenants exercised common sense and sbowed a
decent respect for property.

We do îîot dogmatize in this matter. We have merely
stated what is verifiable by observation and given facts
which are beyond controversy.

The inference seems justified by the facts, that, in
recent years, there lias been a serious iowering of the
standard of safety ini structurai designs and workman-
slip. and that it is iargely owing to this carelessness,
or reckiessness, conîbined with the sanie fanîts ini
tenants, and not s0 mucli to climatie conditions, that
the fire losses ratio of this continent is so large compared
with that of the Old Country. Thus, by assuming our
fire losses to be so mucli the resuit of climatic condi-
tions whicli we cannot control, we have attention
drawn away from those causes which are responsible
and which are controliable.

IS LIFE INSURANCE REFORM COMING?
The life insurance record of 1893 bas become history,

and so far as w'e rnay judge of the details of that
recordl at this moment does îlot differ materially in
several important features from that of 1892, s0 far at
least as the business on this continent is concerned.

'It is a siguificant fact that, notwithetanding the great
financial depression prevailing, especially in the United
States diiring more than liaif the year, a good many
of the conîpanies have secured a volume of new busi-
ness equai to that 0f the previous year, some have
exceeded it, and those falling behind stili have a
record which is îîot at ail discouraging. This fact
shows to what extent the life insurance idea lias taken
hold of the people, and that ini an era of "liard times "
niexi have colle to appreciate the value of life insurance
protection sufficiently to make sacrifices to obtain it.
Whiie uîany nianufacturing and commercial interests
have been paralyzed, and more than thirty tliousand
mliles of rai1lvay placed in. the hands of receive.rs,
legritiniate life insurance is as strong as evr1n
1)reselIts au unbroken front, without the wavering of asingle comipany. The present fluaticial disturbance
only serves to bring ont more clearly the fact that life
insurauce does îîot build for a single year but for ail
tinie.

Ail of this leads us to say that the more is the pity
that an institution so grand and strong ini its bleue-
ficence shouid be burdened by methods of administra-
tion which em body elements of weakniess. The readers
of the JNStTRANCE AND FINANCE CHRONICLE Will
have scanued its pages to littie purpose if tliey have
failed to see a frequent pointing ont of these elements
of weakness froni time to time. 0f the associated
evils of rebate and abnorînal expense, of reckless
estimates and the use of defamatory literature, we
have spoken ini no uncertain way. As We stand on
thîe tliresliold of a new year, iooking back,(ard and
striving to look forward, the-pertinent and importatt
question which. natûrally presents it-,,elf to ail thouglit-
fui minds is: What arçý thie prospectsfor reform irq


