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A PRACTICAL JOKE.

ME. Il Marquise
de Gallifet, P>rini-
cesse deMartigues

' was, four and
twcnty years igo,
one of the mnost

* , lovely womien iii

* hiaîf English, for
lier father, Lafitte,
the banker, mir-
ried an Englisb
lady. . . Her
nîcknaîne, «Cocb-.
oiîette,"originated
in a very nialicious

- and untrue runior
that De Gram.
mont -Caclerousse
spread, to tbe
effect that this
dainty lady did
flot pay so mucb
attention to soap

and w.itcr as sbe migbit have done.
lier bîîisband, the celebrated Marquis de Gallifet, hàiving

reason to suspect that bis wife did not care over much for soap
and ivater, played off on hier the followiîig practical joke. One
night, or ratier morning, after returning from a ball at the
Tuileries, hie strolled into bis wife's dressing.room, and lighting
a cigarette sat down to discuss the events of the evening before
retiring to lus own rooms. He found Mme. la Marquise
inmpatiently taking off her jewels and throwing tbem rigbt and
left on the carpet for the maids to pick up in the morning and
put in order. Afrer a few minutes, the Marquis kissed bis
wife's liand and retircd for the night, but the following morning
lie crime in and asked bis wife to ]et bini take a beautîful ruby
bracelet bie lîad once given lier to Boucberon's Io lic reset, as
il liad already been arranged between tlîen it sbould be.
Mine. la Marquise told one of lier niaids to bring tbe bracelet,
but mie jewel was not to be fouind. The house was tborougbly
searclied from top to bottom, but tlîe missing bracelet ias not
discovered. "lNeyer nîind," said the Marquis, at last, Ilyou
iiiust have been robbcd, tlîat is ai. I will get you atiother
like it." Ten days later bie again caime into bis wife's dressing-
room early in the morning, and after a few minutes' casual
conversation, carelessly asked, IlYou bave seen notbing of that
ruby bracelet, 1 suppose, tlîat you lost ten days ago ?" 4 "No,"
rel)lied Mine. de Gallifet, innocently, Ilof course not. How
cnuld I ?" IlCochonette 1" exclainîed the bero of Puebla,
lîursting out laugliing; then, taking bis wife by the band, bie
gently led bier up to the wasbing-stand, wbicb, as is conîmon in
France, closed witb a lid to keep the dust out. Lifting the
cover bie sbowed bis bewildercd better baif the bracelet lying
in tbe basin, wbere be bad put it the niglit be had gone into
bis wife's bcdroom after the court ball."-"Picadily' in San

Frtsc>.rgonai.

GOVERNMENT ENGRAVERS.

AN you borrow a five-dollar billi if so, just look'uttlîe portrait on its face. hl is a vignette of Ccei.
Grant, ]et uis say. 'l'lie miore )-ou examine it the
finer it scells. 'l'lie iote lis been crtînpled in

-twenty pockeîs and greased by con-
tact with hands dlean and uinclean,
but tlîe poiraiL is stili a gent of tlîe

engraver's art. It ouglit to be, for scaiccly twivcty.five men in
tbe country can do suicli work. and lie whbo did the plate for
wbiclî that portrait wvas cîîgraved probably receiv-cd a fabtîlous
price for bis pains. It is a tiny tliing, scarcely one and a lialf
by two and a baîf incbes, yet it îiay have occtîpied the engraver
eigbt, ten or twelve weeks. Thierc wvas, perhîaps, posing of
inodels, study of portraits, scarclîing of bistory, before the
patient îîîeclianical work of the engraver began. On otlier notes
you find I incolnjackson, l-aîicock, and a dozen otlier ,ortr.lits.

'l'le bistory of engraving in this countiy lias ils dark and
roniantic side. Engravers must be trusted iii great iatters,
and sometimes tbey have betraycd thîeir trust. Oîîe of tlîc
miost skillful engravers in tlîc country îiow worksart bis profes-
sion in Brooklyn under police surveillance. He counterfeited
governiment securities while enîployed by -lie 'lreasury Diepart-
nment. I-e escaped iîiprisonnment by turning State's evidence.
His accomplices are still in jail, and althougb lie is free, lie crin
neyer ésèape the %vatchful eye of the police. Once siîspected,
an engraver is ever afier a marked mari.

Anothier case wvas tlîat of ant hoîest engrave r, now also a
resident of Brooklyn, wbo feil under unjust suspicion. He
caime one mnorning to lbis studio in Wall Street to find it in pos-
session of the United States Marslîal. 'llie engraver liad been
watclîed for a year. The officers knew îvbere lie lîad î)asscd
bis evenings for nîontlis brick. Hie w-as flot arrested, fîowever,
for the Marsbal liad got to -die bottoni of thie affair, and found
that Ulric, the counterfeiter, hîad obtained acccss to tbe inîîo-
cent eng-aver's studio wlien the latter wvas absent and used bis
tools for counterfeiting. t5lric's accoml)lice was Jno. Brieni,
the mani from wvbom tbe engraver rented bis aîîartinent. Ulric
wvent to .Iail, but Brieni turned State's evidence and fterward
becanie a secret-service agent. Six monilîs after detection
Briem's biair turned white, and not nîany years later bie dicd

The story of engraver Jolhn McLecs is stranger still. He
was a skilled artist and an lîonest ni, but drink w-as bis great
fault. Once, wben under the influence of drink, be was seized
by a gang of cotinterfeiters, carried to B3rooklyn, and there de-
tained in secret. Under tbrcat of deatli lie wvas mnade to court-
terfeit a governmnent bond. 'lo gain timie, 'M\cl.ees spoiled the
first plate, as if by accident, aîîd before tlîc second plate M-as
finisbed goveriment officers descended uipon tbe place.
MlcLees'good reputation and bis (rank story in court saved hi,îî
from imprisonument. A friend found eiloynient for limi, and
became responsible to tlîe govcrnmient for lus conduct. MNcl.ees
quit drink and lived the lîonest life lie liad always lived. but
early one morning bie was found dying, witlî a fractured skull,
at the foot of bis stairway in Dey Street. Fle did flot revive
sufflciently to tell tlîe story of lus dcatb.wvotind.-2"/t
St atiane-.


