Nov. 4. 1886.)

Tuesday Messrs. Sutherland and Pattullo saw him
and having explained fully the present status of
the high school, as to its staff, equipment, and

sneral cfficiency, the Minister al once promised
that if the staff was found to be complete, as
required by the Act, when the inspector next vis-
ited the school, and if the buard pledged itsell to
meet the reguirements as to a gymnasium and
fence, the school would be raised to the rank of a
collegiate institute, and to rank as such from the
September opening.

WHiLE the boys in the Gure School, London
township, were playing, on the 22nd Octolesr,
young Ethelbert Stiickneli, aged nine years, 1an
after Herbert Siith, aged thitteen,  Smith had a
kaife in his hand, and it is alleged struck hack at
Stricknell to keep him ofl.  Stricknell received a
blow in thsarm frum the knife, which cut right
thruugh close to onc of the large arteties, the point
of the knife coming out on the ather side. Mr.
E. B. Stricknell, father of the boy, cansed a war-
rant to be issued for young Smith, and the case
came before Sauire Peters.  The defence wasthat
it was an accident, and the Magistrate took that
view of the casc and dismissed the charge.

Tue bursar of University College has received
from a liberal donor, who withholds his name, the
handsome gift of $2,00010 found a scholawship,
the interest of which is to le annually awarded for
the special encouragement of the study of the
Natural Sciences, and as such to be given to a
student in actual attendance at the college who
shall manifest the greatest ability in the diligent
pursuit of that department of knowledge. The
donor further adds : ** It is also my wish that this
scholasship shall bear the name of the ¢ Danicl
\Vilson * scholarship, and so be associated with the
name of onc whose cxample will furnish an hen.
oarable incentive to the youny men of Canada to
follow his steps.” It is 1o b hoped that this
example of liberality will also prove an incentive
to ather wealthy citizens to follow the stepsof this
genctous patron of higher education.

Mg. 1. GENociiio writes to the Glode (London,
Eng.) giving the resalt of an interesting cxperi-
went at Battersea Park-razd Board School, under
Mz, J. Baali, the waster of the cvening classes:
*We had the mateial in 2 class of over 200
youths, who had just left school and wetc entering
into the streggle for life. So we put the supges-
tion to than, and they accepiad it atoace. We
charged td. for membership, 1d. per month's sub-
scriptions, and 3. for a G lath ticke:. We
Mancd with nincswimmers vat of nincty membars.
Wec have mel (wenly-six times, with an averge
attendance of &ifty.  We have clused the session
with fifty-five swimmers, cach of whom will have
a ceatificate issaed to him, signed by 2 mesnber of
the School Board aad the swimming master. A<
an encouragement we have collcctad over £20
woith of prizes, which were compeled for last
Wadnesday night.  Norw, siz, that we in Rattersea
have proval 1aat such a movement can be madea
saczess, will any oag, 1 auk, in other parisof the

mcitopolic take up this hamane work of encozrag-
ing the art of natation among the lLondon school.
boyx"™ Mr. Gezochio's eaperiment is not by any
means the firs, even ia tecent yaars . Many of
oct readers coald show cqually successfal cfiots,
st comparison of dctails it always beneficial, and
we U others will eater opon the same path when
they so¢ how easily it can be doac.

THE EDUCATI

Correspondence.

AGRICULTURE IN OUR PULLIC
SCHOOLS.
To the Editor of the Eancationar WeRkLY,

Sig,~ It pleases me to sec that you have re.
ceived an awakening on agricultural cducation.
‘The writer in the IWeek whom you quote, is right
in saying that agriculture is the important industry
of tae Dominion ; he should have added that it is
rapidly becoming more and more so.

‘The impression is tov prevalent that farming is
merely a mechanical operation ; in truth, its ntel-
lectual branches ate just as profound as thuse of
any uther profession,  But there have been illus-
trious men in arts, medicine and law.  Where are
our agricultural celebrities? This is what dampens
the ardour of our ambitious youths.

It is not well enough known that intellectual
agriculture is vnly halfa century old, and it is too
wcll known that medicine dates at least as far back
as ;Vsculapius, and so on with the other prafes-
stons.  The past quaster of a century has produced
mozc men of mark in agriculture than all the other
professions combined,  Almost zny schoolbuy can
give you a dissertation on Luther and Harvey,but
what does he know alout Licbig, Lawes, or
Viclcker 2 His cdocation forces him “‘to liveand
move ™ in the past.  1f his highest ambition is to
Liccome = Muoses or a Powderly, he need not now
step out of thefield of agriculture.  Farming being
also a husiness, as well as a scicnce and anart,
there lics hicte, too, 2 broad ficld for lusiness
talent 3 and I should add that as a manufacturer
the fanmner also takesthedead.  Hasisthe business
af gatheting the raw matesial,and manufactunngat
into finished anticles fur consumption. It iseasier
1o lcarn how 10 excrcisc the greatest cconomy in
turning a fleece into a coat than a dung hillintoa
flecce.  The only real difference which 1 can see
between the agriculiural prof and the others
is that there is moncy in the calistheniceand gym-
nastice of the former, as well as in s intellectual
pursuils.

Raot agricaliure will acver have tonc until these
truths are rigidly cnforced.

Commcicial business is extensively taught « wiy
should there be such a how! against the introdac-
tion of apricultural business?

The question, in its cxtteme simplicity, tands
thus: Tke teacher may explain to his class that 2
yds. clothand 3 s sepgar cannot be added to-
gether —this is mathematics ; bat he mast not say
that = hash. wheat and 3 & aitrate of soda can-
not be summed up—thisisagriculturc.  Thepupil
may caleulate the interest 0n A lasiness note, tot
he mast not meddle with the interest on 2 farm
morigage. Tell the pupil by all means that he
constantly brcathes free oxygen—1his is hygicne;
i for heaven's sake keep it a profonnd scaret
that the same clemenl, in ceniain forms of combin-
atiun, is found incvey morsel he cats, aadthat the
plants pet their aaygen from the soil--this isagsi.
celtere. Tell him that Canadx is in Notth
Amcrica: this is geography s ot he must never
know hiow it pot thete, of what it came frome=this
is apficoliure.  Give him nitre and saipharic acd
in a retont, and show him how 10 make aqua fostis
—1his s chemistty; lat dont tcll him that
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Nature’s laburatory, the soil, manufactuzes this
article for plant food, and that it forms the basisot
farming—this is agriculture. If the professions
are not to be taught in our public schools, telt
me, Mr. Editor, where you intend to send the
school teacher to acquire the rudiments of his pro-
fession. Recause a large majority of our citizens
are farmers, do you maintain that this fact makes
a wrong principle right.

Many practical farmers insist that they don't
want agriculture to be taught in schools, that their
children get cnough of it on the farm, and that
they don’t want to make *¢ book-farmers ** of their
boys.  Every attempt made to legislate prejudice
out of the popular mind has proved a failure. The
placing of Tanner’s ** First Principles of Agricul-
ture ” on the optional list of studies was a great
blunder. Indeed, any work written for British
farmers cannot possibly be suitable for our public
schools, and it wil! have the drawback of poison-
ing our farmers’ minds against agricultural studies.
Besides, 2 book written in a style avowedly to
avoid the technicalities of the subject cannot enter
into the *fiest principles of aggiculture.” To
comprehend the technical terms is to know the
first principles, and this is the scope of public
schoul cducation. After-rcading will accomplish
the rest ; to destroy the utility of the press is to
undermine its frecdom,

I can clearly sce swhef should be done, but Zow
to do it under cxisting circumsiances is anothet
question. W. AL MacposaLn.,

London, Ont.

- et a@Poe- - - —-=
To the Editor of tke EtncaTioNal WERSLY.

Str, —As you have kindly solicited an cxpres-
sion of opinion in rcgard to the overctowding of
professions, 1 will venturc une or two suggestions
relating 10 farmers® sons, from a farmer’s stand-
point, sepposing human nature is much the same
in the country as in the town, and that ambition,
and the desite toimprove cne’s conditivn, is equally
indulged in.

While @t is lamentabile that so many of our best
youths are indoced to abandon agricultural pur-
suits, 1 cannat see a remedy in constantly raising
the standawd, and rendering mote difficult the
acq=iien of the profesdons. As farmers’ sons
are companatively as resolute in grappling with
difficultics as othets, and although their crergics
arc often taxed, so that there is little Ieft for the
prosecution of it when acyuired, still the competi-
tion gocs on.  So, instcad of trying 1o keep every-
thing out of reachuf our amtsitious yoath, and pro-
ducing compleic restlessness, Iet us maise the
standand of the farming commenity. Instead of
Ueing ohligad 10 scnd our boys aad girls, just
calcring their teens, to city or town to advance
their oducation, aml be alluzad by the apparent
case and rcfincment of city lile, et us have cfii-
cient schools in the country, where our childeen
shall have less dificulty in sharing the advantages
of higher cdocation, intclicetnal culture, and social
1efinement, and moze time from {arm drudgery av
thcir disposal, 1o accomplish which farmers must
not help to maintain so many tmonopolics, political
digaitarics and professiona. men, and still cndure
an unlimited compaiition n their toilsome prodac-
tions. 3. K. Browx.

Fikerswp.



