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had great pleasure in keeping the com-
mandments of God.  He did not reckon
it a task : he did not count it 2 hardship,
to be obliged to do the willof God. He
saw how holy and just and good God's
statutes were—how perfect—how won-
derful—how conducive to the happiness
of'all who kept them.  They were won-
derful in themselves—their principles—
their requirements: they were wonder-
ful in their effects. e kept them dili-
gently : he kept them with care : he kept
them because they were God’s statutes :
he kept them because they gave light
and peace and joy to his soul, while they
held out to him the prospect of eternal
happiness and glory.

Shall not this be onr resolution? It
will be the resolution of'all to whom God's
testimonies are seen to he wonderful ; to
whom God's word has come in its quick-
ening and saving power—who have seen
its preciousness—its beauty—its inesti-
mable value.  Such will be able to say:
* Thy testimonies are wonderful: there-
fore, doth my soul keep them”: «1es-
teem thy testimonies coneerning all things
to be right”  ‘['his is a test by which we
mnay try our character.  Are we resolv-
ing to keep the tesrimonies of God ?-—
Have we scen their beansy ? their value
-—their infinite importance—-their appli-
«ation to our condition as sinners--our
wants as helpless, guitty. wretched, per-
ishing, creatures—who ean have no hope
but in the salvation provided for usin the
gospel—and who must be constautly de-
pendant upon divine grace for the power
10 keep God's Iaw, to resist evil, to obey
and glorify Cod:—theie adaptation to
moral and spiritual nature-~their won-
derful suitableness to our ignorance, our
weakuess. our guili--and 10 every situa-
tion in which we can he placed, to every
want of our soul, every necessity of our
state on thisside of time ?  Have we folt
the blessed power of God’s word—to en-
lighten, to sanctifv, to comtort? 1las
that word come home to usin demonstra-
tion of the Spirit, so that the testimonies
of God appear wonderful—and under
their full application to our condition
and our wants—arc we constrained to
say: “thy testimonics are wonderful” ?
then we will as naturally add: “ there-
fore doth my soul keep them” The ad-
miration of God’s testimonics will natu-
rally lead to the keeping of them ; and
the higher our admiration riscs the more
will we keep them, and the stronger will
be our resolution to do sn. That we may
keep them more perfeetly, ot us study
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them more constantly —let our admirati-
ondwell upon them.  We can never ex-
haust the study or contemplation of God's
testimonies. Hero the student must be
ever learning.  Truth can never cease
to satisfy ; and truth concerning our
highest interests—trath concerning God
—is a well of which we can never reach
the bottom, from which we may ever
draw without exhausting its waters. A
truth is as tresh to-day as it was a thou-
sand yearsago. But we are ever finding
some new application of God's truth. ft
is ever presenting a new phase or aspeet.
With our varyina condition we find a
varying application or meaning. The
revelation of God has sounded the depths
of truth: it has embraced its wide cir-
cumference, and the circle must include,
or be consistent with every possible truth.
Every new fzet, every additional cir-
cumstance, every fresh experience, will
be found coinciding with Aﬁs cirele. It
was the testimony of an aged clristian
that he had made the scriptures the ob-
Jeetof his daily and nnvemitting study for
0 yeara—and that he still discovered
new traces of the mysterious love and
wisdom of Gad in them. [tis because
the seriptures, the testimonies of Gol,
are 5o little studied-~ o little studied with
the desire and the prayer to be improv-
ed, that their wonderiul character is so
little discerned  And how many never
peruse them at all. Every baok may be
read but the Bible.  The arneles of eter-
nal truth are allowed 10 lic ureonsulted.
The lessons of heavenly wisdom are nev-
er resoried to The compamications
from the upper sanctaary are regarded
with litile veverence. “The teztimonies
of Gad are despised. And though God
is thus speaking to us from Leaven many
thus turn a deaf ear to the voier.  And
what wonder it God's testiranies are thus
not kept ! if his revelations—these dac-
trines which are necessary to salvation
are unknown. or but ill understood, or
disbelieved—if his laws ave trampled up-
on—Mhis precepts disobeyed—and wick-
edness is unhesitatingly prastised  Sin
will be fount 10 be 1 propartion to the
disuse of God’s testimonies, or the disre-
garvdin which they are held.  The unbe.
lief of the heart: the sins of the life are
closely allied 10 the neglect of God's tes-
timontes. Would you correct these 7—
turn your feet unto these testimonies —-
Seek to have the estimate of them which
the Psalmist had: then will you be able
with bim to say: *thy testimonies are
waonderful: therefore doth my soul keep




