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will surely maire it. While, therefore, the 'Judgment of the teacher
should have a place in determining the promotion of hie pupils,
the liability to the defliection of that judgment, by the competition
that will inevitably exist axnong a number of teachers of the saine
grade, muet'be met and counteracted by the use of some other
device by which the deeired. uniformit~ of requirements and
standar'd of attainments shall be secured.

.The system je to thie extent responsible forthe evile, if any, that
neeeearily resuit fr-om the use of exaininations for promotion.

Bthi I think, it may be ehown that examinations, conducted
fer their legitimate purposes of determining the proper classifica-
tion of the pupils and of inci dentaiily diEcovering defecte that
may exiet ini the methode of ins-tructioni employed by the
teachere, are not in themselyes an evil, but that they are a neces.
eity and, properly and wieely conducted, a means of good. IU ie
not denied that evil effecte do very commonly resuit fron exami-
nations f&rpooin but the evil is in their abuse, and not in
the examinatione themselvee.

The abuse consiste in making thein almoet'the only meane of
determining '.he relative merite of the teachers, their promotion
and pay, and e'ven their continuance in position.

Whule they.may lightly be made one of the factors in ascer
taining theee thinge, there are othere that shý,ald be as carully
taken into the account. When examinatone are used as the sole
means of deciding th -- mattere named, *forced by the instinct of
seif-preservation, the teacher comee to look upon the examina-
tion as the end for which he le to work, and the making of all the
pupils of his clasa pase the ordeal of the final examination the
goal of hie ambition. When this je the case, the true ends of
teaching are lost sight of, and with them have gone rational
methode and conscientious work. The 'Iwares are being pre-
pared for the market," and nothing more. It would not be diffi-
cuIt to, conceive of a case in which, judged by true standards, it
would be more to. the credit of the teacher if one-third of hie
clase shonld faîl to, pas than if all should pase. But under this
abnormal use of examinations, in the place of teaching ln the
true seihe of leading a pupil to, the exercise, in a healthful man-
ner, of his powere of mind and heàrt, '.fere bas been brought to,
bear the unnatural stimulus of an appeal to, hie pnide and'ambi-
tion and the stili more unnatural process of cramming the

154


