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IRECORD. W\e trust thiat its appearance wvil1 lead our correspondent to
put in Il blackz anti wvhite" lier owu opinion about the inatter.]
l'O thte .L'dIlor Of the EDUCATIONAL RECORD:

Siit,-Will you llase inscrt the following article takzen froîn the
Bdlucational Journal, aîîd oblige, yours, &c., D. M. A.

Thiere is perhiaps sonie ground for the complaint thiat the art of
pennianslnp is neglected or badly taughit inin any of tlie schools of
the day. Not infrequently we hiear newspaper growls froin parents
aud business mien wvho cling, to the old-fashionied notion thiat one of
the uses of the art is to enable tic writer to convey ideas on paper to
the party addressed, and thiat to this end it is desirable thiat in addi-
tion to any otiier excellencies it may liave it is w~eIl thiat one's hiand-
-writing, slîould be legible. Editors and printers iinay perhiaps l)e
excuisable if thjey shiare largcly iii the prejudice i favor of Icgibility.
Wrc live iii a busy and practical age, and no doubt speed and a
business-likc look are very desirable qualities in a wvritten coinînuni-
cation ; but there is, ncverthieless, somne ground for the opinion thiat
unless Uic communication eau be deciplicrcd witliouit too great an
expeîiditure of timie and effort, its usefulness is a good deal imipaired.

In the field of peninaiiship, as iii every otlier departmnent of liumaul
activity, the iconoclast ami the innovator are at workz. A deterîniincd
assault is just now being mnade o11 the oki-time and miost sacred dogmia,
thiat thc truc and only artistic l)elinaiislip is thiat whlîi siants grace-
fully to thc left at a certain uniforîn angle. Whlio Uîiat las left liis
scliool-days belhiud by a score or hiaif-score of years eau recali without
a tremior the scoldings and sarcasnis and l)erliaps flagellations wvhîil
used to be the penalty of a failure to give biis letters the orthiodox
siant ? _No inatter hlow nmuchi casier and more natural it iglit scei
to be to niakze luis down strokcs and the aixes of luis curves at riglit
angirles to the Hiles whiclh formced tlîcir bases, lic wvas tau-lit thiat no
one but a duiiee or au idiot would ever fori Ilis letters iii that way.

And now, Io, aid belîold ! a race of inuovators lias sprung up, whio
declare thiat the old siant is ail a miistakze, andi an mnneeessary weari-
niess to Uic cyc and thec muscles of the wrist aîîd arni, and tliat the
upriglît or vertical niethod is the only natural and easy way iii whiehi
to combine speed Nvith legibility iii writing. In our own coluins,

soîe nothî aoMr. Ne' ad deontated to lus own satisfac-
tion, and -we (lire say to thiat of a grood inany of our readers, tliat thc
vertical systemn freets a real saving iu space, time, aid effort ; thiat it
is almnost a gunarantee of lcgibility; iii a word, thiat it is, parexlec,
the îîattural, easy, anti spcedy mode of writing. In the current
xîunber of the Populair Science? M11n1ht/he saine view is boldly
endorsed aîld advocated by a clever writer, fron wlhom we learul that,
this systein is already iii use iii mny places, and thiat iii particullar
the reformi is meeting withi great favor iii England. Wc are even
told thiat, iii view of its superior legibility, the examiixiers iii ail


