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BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER.

"<At Bahrein (on the Arabian coast) 'Mackertichi becaine very Mii; lie
grewv worse and worse in spite of the doctor's care, and died on the 2dof
May on board the steamner. The captaiîî and oficers buriedl Min at Basra at
thecir owni expense, greatly lightening rny trouble and afiictionl." Mackertich
Nvas Aniton's assistant. On this journey the colporteurs sold eighity-eigt
copies of the Scripturcs.

T. IR. -KODGSO-1.

ENGLAND AND GOiYS WORD.

In a very special ivay ive Englislî peiiple scem to have stepped into the
position of the .icws. 1Titeiir great privilege v< ohl ntut"h rce
of God ;" and thiat, it sema to nIe, is our privilege more than aiiy oUîier
nation's to-day. The EnIglishi reopile have Ieen in a peculiar senlse the guar-
dians of the Scriptures. Most of the modern translations corne from i s, 110
ilalter 11h1as the language is. And, indeed, this lovingr gtuardlianiship 0f the
word uf God is very chiaractteristic ail throughi our his'nry. - il a
known and used iii the early days of Cliristianity in )ii'dto a degree
whicl ive scarcely suspect. Large portions of the books of the
Bible wvere translated itito the language of the people, and many Anglo-
Saxon honilies survive to showv that sonie knowvledge of the text of Seripturo
is presupposed by the w'riter. Religious instructio, based upon Seripture,
wvas one of the reg(ula.r miles of tie church. Mhon camne the .1c-rmnan Con-
quest ivhich dreiw our national chiurch nearer to thiat of the Continent, andl,
by consequence, introcluced continenta.l custorns. For sonie time to corne
-ifter that date there are sinall traces of Bible knowledge, ni at, las- when
the undergroivtl of thiat which ivas rcally Englishi sho& nip throughi the
superîmîcunîibent mnass of what was -Norman and continental, timon wve find
once nmore a ]onging for the pure spring of God's word. Wycliffe only fed a
desirt- whichi had heen previotisly imnpIanted. Unwise churchmnanslip, as wve
believe, strove to, repress and extinguislî this thirst; but thiere is abundant
testixnony to prove that tlîouglî the *church anithorities refused to alloi- the
translation of the Bible, independent, traîîsfators were at ivork on ail sides.
The bishops' registe-ý- of the fifteenth century give us ample proof of this
fact-patlietic proof, too, of the translators' fate. It w-as only wvith the
sixt.eentli century that, the loiigixxg- of the people were once more roused awid
gratifiecl by Tyndale, by Coverdale, by Rogers, and others, until the days of
XCing James and our eu-n Authorized Version. It is not a littie signiticant
that the beautiful collect used in the Cliurch of Englaniii iAidvenit w-eek is
derived not fromn tlîeancient sources wheuce so many coie. but fromn the Pen of
Craunier, wvlio wrote the preface to the Great Biblo ton years previous to, the
issue of our Authori7ed VTersion. In this; light of history file collect rends
like z national thauksgiving for the restoration of the word of God in " a
tongtic iiinerstiiiided of the people," after the riîanner of the primitive
chîurchi.

Now it s0 happons that the century whicli witiiessed the ivorkh of .our
Bible transiators, also wvitnlessid the begininig of our great coloni in age.
Froi that timne until the preseat d.%y Englishmien have been. passing out in
a never-ceasimg r-treamn to the farthest bouuîds of the earth It wvas chia'-
acteristie of the first colonists that they carried thc Bible ivith them. It
wvas only too sloîvly, lh)WVer, that our countrymen began to feel that a cal
wvas sounding to lis ag a nation to undertake the '<p)ropagation, of the gospcel,"
aLs in soin degree our special destiny. It is now nearly two liunclred ycars
since the Society for Proinoting_ Christian Knowvledgr.e and the Society for
tie Proparà%'&ion of the Gospel began tîmeir efforts, only too poorly supported
ait home, in order to evangelize tlî lheathien. Ail throu-h the !ast ce tur
these societies persevered constantly, thîrougli a liard and unsymnpathetic age,


