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THE STUDENTS CONPERENGE
AT LIVERPOOL, 1896.

[Aitbough we bave aiready drawn attan-
tion-to the Students' Conferece1 held iateiy
ln Liverpool, the folaowing accaunt fram an
eye-wltaess in the Afissionary RecortZ ai the
U. P. Oburch of Scotland Is sa lnterestlng and
stlmiulatlag that wYe reproduce the main par-
dons afiIt ln the Il Missianary Warid.-
EDITOR.]

0f ail the Foreign Mission Canferences
which have been held ln Liverpool, that
which met there la the openlng days of this
pear Is the most sigaificant. No fewer than
Iarty-two British sacleties were repiesented
la Ir, and ne fewer than twenty-four nation-
alities. But the sigalficance of the Confer-
ence lav ln the fact that It was airganlsed,
presided over, and officered by, and mainly
camposed ai, British students. Six bundred
and seventy-five studeats from the Univer-
sities and Colieges oi Great Britaîn and Ire-
land were present, tagether wlth 6o (orcign
delegates, and x8a missioaary represtl2ta-
tives and speakers-ln ail 9 15 students were
present, at wham 134 wcre wamen. The
number ai valunteers prescrnt, bath men and
women, was 213. Trhe restreprcsented that
Christian mavenient la our universitîts and
caileges which is seeking ta gain the students
ta the confession af Christ, and ta arganlsed
effort for the advancement ai His kingdatI
nt home and abraad. That sa many, wha
have not jet actually voluinteered for foreiga
service, should have gathered wlth enthus-
lasmn ta a pureiy Foreign Mission Canfereace
-sureiy thîs argues a deepenlng conviction
ai tht divine spiendour and dlaims of the
great work af the evangelisatian ofithe world
an the part ai those who are the very fRower
ai aur youth and the hope ai the nation.
The students af ta-day are the camlng lead-
ers af the Church and af the pecopie. Tht
fire which burns la their hearts ta-day wii
kindie the thoughts and lives af those whomn
they influence ta.marrow. Tht aloi which
in naw awakening their eathusiasm, heraids
tht practîcai endeavour whlch wIll dlaim the
energies that are entering tht atena af actian.
Ia tht formai expression ai that aim another
sîgnificant note af tht Conference was struck.
It was the banner ai Judab whlch led the
march af tht tribes ai Israel , It Is tht banner
of the Studeots' Volunteer Mission Union
wbich is leading this great movement among
tht universities and colleges. And it
was intlmated that, alter long and eaxnest
deliberatian and prayer, the British Union
had resoived ta inscribe upon their banner
the motta aiready adopted by tht American
Union, nameiy, IlTht evangelisatian ai the
world la this generatian.Y To samne the

F idea wIll seeni utapian. QUiers wil say that
"tht Voung men are seeing visions," and

tht aid men who are cansorting with thern
are" dreaming dreams'" Thank Gad that
lt is sa. It needs a sublime idéal ta iead
beyand tht measure ai the present iota the
new patiis that prepare a great future. It
15 faith la this Ideai whlch gives courage for
tht attempts which, by tht blessing af God,
create that uture This Idéal Is not imprac-
ticable. Tht existing resaurces of tht
Church af Christ,in the number of believers,
in tht monty entrusted ta their stewardship,
and ln tht promises af God ta bc realised
thraugh prayer, are aiready adequate for the
task, If aniy a mighty aut-pouring af the
Holy Spirit would awaken the whoie mem.
bership af tht Church ta co-aperate in the
enterprise ai faith and dévotion. The
Ohurch is flot straitened ln tht Pravidence
ai God. The world Is open as neyer before,
and facilities for the enterprIse are multiply-
ing daily. "lGo je ioto ail tht worid, and
preacb tht gospel ta every creatare," Is a
command awaltiag tht abedicace af a gen-
eration that wiii recagnise that this is s
thlag ta bt accampiisbed by themn la theit
awn day. Tht trumpet- cali bas been sauna-
cd. Witt the Church hearken and respond

à. fcw words may indicate the charactei
af the meetings.

Tht first metIng, heid an tht evcung
af New Yearls Day, sbowed tht quality and
spirit ai tht gatberlag. It was the tccptln
meeting, héld in tht large bail ai Y.M.O.A.
ln Mount Pleasant. It Is a neanly square
hall, wlthout gallerles, tht long curved
beaches rlslng an a siape one behlnd an-
othi2r ta tht back, su that train tht platiarni
ont had a perfect view ai tht thausand laces
ln front. Hcre and there a grey head coula
hc picked out ai the cramad; but the general
Impression was that ai a sea ai yautb-cul-
tured, pure, jayaus, reverent. Tht Blshop
ai Liverpool pfesided and spoke tht flrst
wards ai welcame, foliawed by P rincipal
Rendait and tht Rev. Charles Garrett;, and
then Mr. Donald Fraser, ai Glasgow, ont ai
tht Executive, explained tht nature and pur-
pose ai tht gatbening. He lilted tht aspira-
tions ai tht whole assexnbly up lata what ail
feit ta be ttue way of bitssiag when hc sald,

IWe wait for God, not for cioquence, not
for crowds, not for man, but for Gad. Our
hqpe Is la tht living God. and wre wialt with
hushed spirits ta hear what He wll say, and
la obedience ta do It."

Aller these latraductary words were aver,
Dr. Plerson gave what might bt called the
Inaugural address, a compréhensive and
fervld exposition ai tht plan ai God la the
missionary enterprise, based an tht divine
command and an tht unprecedented oppur-
tuaity oi the present tine, with its appeal ta
thase who were able ta off en their life for
this service.

Tht proceedlags ai each ai tht thrce
fallowlog days were opened by a prayer-
meeting, which filed the large Gardon Hall.
On tht forenoan ai tht twa follawing days.
and on tht aiternoon ai Saturday, sectlonal
meetings were heid. On tht flrst day the
principie ai division was geographical.
India, South America, China and Japant
Africa, and tht Jews were spoken ai la
diflerent halls, ln tht China and Japan
meeting Mr. Duncan McLaren ras tht first
speaker. lu tht Afnican section It was re-
mankabie ta fiad Mr. Pilkiagtoa ai Uganda,
Central Airica ; Mn. Alvarez ironi Sierra
Leone, West Africa; and Mr. Wakeflel!
fram East Africa, ail advocatiag tht spread
ai tht gospel by axeans afinative evangists,
but under European leadership, as nccessary
ta a praper planning and direction of tht

work. In ail these places native evaagelists
were ready, waiting ta bt led loto surrauad-
ing filds.

Tht sectionai meetings on the second
day were arranged accardlng ta phases oi
wark-Edu cationaal, Medical, Evarigelistie,
and tht Bombay Settlement. This last Is
a movemeat inauguratcd by Miss de Sella-
court, ai Oxford, ta iink together tht wamen
studenis la aur universlties and calieges at
home la the support ai a setulement among
tht Parsees ai Bombay, where unlversity
wamen, who have given themnselves ta mis-
sionary work, may findt a centre for varions
ionms ai labour among Parsec girls and
wameil. This Is a pecalanly, hopeful means
ai reaching tht young Parsec wamen, who
are cdacated and accessible, and already
twa ladies are doing tht pioncer wark ofithe
setulement-

On the Saturday aiternoon tht sectional
meetings were arranged an denaminatianal
and speclal Society lines.

<To be Continued.)

Dr. Andrew Thompson pnesided at the
pnnaI meeting ai tht Waldenslan Missions
Aid Society held in Edinburgb lately. .This
soclety bas been able during tht past year ta
send Li, Soo to ialy, wbich lu a larger sutu
than usuai, when no halp was received (rani
tht vIsit ai a deputy. Tht financial state-
ment shawed tht charge, Includlng a bal-
ance ai £64 i5s., ta have been L r,834 ; and
tht discharge, inclndlng tht Li, Çoa remitted
ta the Waldenslan Board ai Missions, ~

L634. Tht chairman, in tht course ai a F...,
introductary remarks, spoke ai tht greai
work whlch tht Waldensian Charch had
donc fan the conversion ai Italy. Severa:
ladies and gentlemen took part la the pro.
ceedingi.

cONDUOTED av A NEMBER 0f MIR
ASSEMEBLY'S CObIMITTUE.

A PRAtC 7ICA L TURA

Christian Endeavor is criIy ju
root la Britala, and there are as y
or sixty societies la tht Presbyterli
la Eagiand. Tht Convener ai th
Mission Commîttet, MIr. Hugl i
thîaks they art already ia a positî
hold ai a fild oi their awn.
mittet is therefore starting a
Endeavor Fuad " for the establisi
support ai a new centre la their S
missian. Tht Iljuvealle Fuad
forty ytars aLyo, bas gîven $225.c
Foreign Mission, aad stiil larger
laoked for from tht Christian
Fund. Mr. Matheson bas iateiy
Jubilee year as an eider, and ha
mast ail that tume in charge ai ti
Missians ai bis Churcb. Ht is
young enough silil ta keep a sha
on a gond chance.

THIE SIJPREME WVORK
The Society ai Christ'an F,

everywhere acknowledged ta be e
but It is very much more ; It Is ei
Tht movement had its origin ia
spiritual awakenlag. It began w
ai training its members in persan
Christ. This bas been the chie
Its; power and pragress. Beca
thraugh the fiteen years ai lts hi
true ta tht original Idea, It bas
marveliaus rapidlty, until Its infi,
ing icit ta-day ln ail lands. T
bas honored Christ, and Chri!
sequently hoored ItL If Christi
or is ta be a power la tha future,
tht present, It wili be because t
keeps ever pramînently belon
supremne work ai wlaning seul~
Christ. This is aur business, a
must be ailowed ta interfere w
trActive meetings are grcatly ta
but tht alias ai tht dcvotional i
ail other meetings must be spirit
work is Important, but tht motta
ciety la this respect must be,
save."I This Is aiso truc ai au
cltitnship worlc. It Is spiritual
Because certain evils, as thu sai
gambling dcn, stand apposed ta
of Christian Endeavor, and scek
it la Its work af winning so-als
therciore Christian Endeavar se
throw of these tvils aod cannat
is accampiished. There neyer
whcn there was greater netd ti:
personai wark, and there neyer
when aur Voung people were ber
for doing tht work. May we b
aur priviieges and our apporti
deavor Herad.

A mANLY MINISTER
Fraakncss, courage, thoraug

ciness-thtst are tht qualitit!
make up a anan, and wberevcr th
combined in ant persan, that
posscss tht hearts af his feliow
sucb a character Is steeped la
bave a saint, and wben sucb
his vacation ln the ministry,
ministry ai marveilous power.

*the niinistry af Rev. 1). J. Mai
cause such was the man. Hisj
nat fauitless. Whare is? Wl
we caaid nat always, agrce, bat
hanesty and fairness, and
frccdam framt bitterntss d
suspicion ana ail malice. Hi
worthy ai study by every Yauî
alm. living an a lofty Plant
hisiellaw*mtfl.

Weil ta suffer is divine
PAss the watcbward down tht

L Pais thc Counteruia "En
Nat ta himnwha rashiyýares,
But ta lt wbonobly bc=r,
Is the victar's garland sure.

gifio.
GENERAL

Jt'EIiNG OC/R PLEDGES IN
SPIRIT AND IN LïETTER.

RFV. %y. S. M 'TAVISII, B.D.. DESERONTO.

st tking il wcead the Tea Cummandmets and
st tklng thea reaià the exposition ai theni as given

et but iifty ln aur Shorter Catechlsm, we shaîl sec that
an Chutch there is a vai difference between tht mere
e Foreign letter and tht spirit ai those cammand-
MIalbeson, meats ; we shail sec, morcover, that a nian
on ta take may keep tbem ta tht very letter and jet ut-
HIs coin- terlle fait ta kecp themn la spirit. Tht yaung
1Christian rnter who came ta Jesus, w}ien toid what the

liment and commandmneats were, déclared that bce bnd
outh China kept then [raom bis youth up. Possîil ho
," lonmed bad, at least their letter, but bis aonduct
MO go the soo made It very manifest that bie was nat

îhlags are willng ta keep then la spirit.
Endeavar It is welî ta bean la mlad, therefore, that

passed bis white we may keep tht letter ai tht pledge
s been ai- we may came far short af keeping It ia the
lie Foreign spirit. W'e bave, fan exaniple, pledged aur-

tvidtntiy selves ta read the Bible every day. But tht
rp autlook piedge states nelther bow large a portion we

should read, nor haw long a tîne we sbauld
spend upon It, cor the spirit in whlch we
shouid peruse It. Naw, If we hastily rendl

odeavar Is oniy a iew verses wlthaut any speciai effort
!vangclic-'l, ta understand theni, or ta profit by theni,
vangelisi . and then rush off ta somntbiag tise, we
a tine oi might say that we ait ketping that part ai

ith tht aima aur pledge ta tht very letter. But sureiy
al work for we must be wilfuliy bind if we coaclude
i secret ai that we have kept It ln the spirit. It Is cen-
use It has, tainly lntended that wt study tvery day
Istary, been saime portion of tht Bible very carefuliy,
grawa witb reverentiy, prayeniully ; that we look for the
utace Is bc- Illumicating power ai that divine Spirit who
'he Society first inispired tht sacred pénriait ta write il,
st bas con- and that we then tny ta prafit by wbat wt
an Endeav- bave itarned. Unltss wt keep these tbings
as lt is la la vîtu, we arc not keeping tht spirit ai
he Society the pledge.
e itseii tht Again we have pramised ta pnay evtry
sfor Jejus day. But there Is a vast difference hetween

nd nothing saying prayers and praying ; and it is nôt
ith It. At- uanlikely that a great many people wha say
be deslred, prayers neyer realiy pray. They bave been
îeetiags and taught a certain fanm ai wards, and *ey
ual. Social repeat thesc viith as littie reverence as a
ai tht Sa- Chînaman casts his littie blocks ai wood be-
"lSocial ta fart bis gads. Doubtîcss Paul bad aitea

n ChrIstian nepeated prayers when hie was a Phrarlsee,
la2 Its ami, but he seems ta bave begte ta ptay tu
ooa and the eannest when he was waing, depnived ai
tht purpose sIght at Damascus. It was then God hlm-
ta frustrate self said, l'Behold he prayeth " (Acts lx.
for Christ, 11). Many nifthe P haxistes ln the days ai

eks the aven- Christ made long prayers, and vet tbey did
test until it lîttît real prayiag. Jésus declared tlint thty
was a tîne prayed ta be scen ai men, and that they

tan naw for expecteà ta be heardl for thcir much speair-
was a tine lag. le fauad it necessary ta rebuke tbein
ter equipped sbarpiy fon their hypocnisy. If. therfo,
e faithiai ta ut would keep la spirit uhat we have
initles.-En- pledged regardinz prayer, ut must wait upan

God untIl wt bave thanked Hlm for His
maay merdles, until ut have sought pardon

* iar aur past affences ; until we bave Impiar-
:bness, tend- cd His grade for tht tume ta came, and un-

that go ta tii aur seuls are la real fellauship wlth Hlm.
*ey are faund Again we are pledged ta take saine part,
persan lill asIde frçmi singing, la eve:7 Christian En-

men. Wben deavor pray-mectlng. If ut assist anîy la
Christ, you tatit-,; up tht collection, we coulfi fulfil that

clause ta the letter, but wouid ut observe
a saint finds itiln spirit? Certainly not la tht way that
yau have a tht authors ai the pledge. Intended.

Such uas If ut are content ta regard aniy tht
cdonnell, be- letten ai aur pledge, ut need not bt surpris-
udgment uns ed ta find that aur work la cannectian with

th bs vtus tht Christian Endeavor Society bas become
th bs vivrs very irrsome, and thatuwe chenilshthetulsb

bis perfect that we had neverjoiaed It. But If ut try
bis absalute ta keep it la spirit, aur usefuiness willin.a
isarmed ail crease, aur zeal will ho more procounced, anid
is carter !S aur pleasure in tht wonk wlli be enhanced as

manuhotht days go by. IlThe letten kiileth, but tht
ig mnwo spirit givetb light " (Il. Car. lit. 6). We
and uplliting are warking la a great cause, and aur aigu

should be nat nxerely ta keep tht letter ai
tht piedge, but ta attala that end uhich tht
piedge was designed ta aid us la reaching

line.-tht developmeflt ai Christian graces, tht
dure equîpmnent far service, the p.romotion ai tht

best interests ai aur tellowman, and tht
hasitnlog ai ihat klngdom wblch 13
righteanisness, pence and joy la the Holy

-Whier. Gbost.


