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MARrcit 4th, 1806

Missonary UWord.

THE STGDENTS CONFERENCE
AT LIVERPOOL, 1896.

[Although we have already drawn atten.
tion'to the Students’ Conference held lately
in Liverpool, the following account from an
eve-witness in the AMissionary Record of the
U. P. Church of Scotland is so interesting and
stimulating that we reproduce the main por-
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tions of it in the ** Missionary World."—
EDITOR.]

Of all the Foreign Mission Conferences
which have been held in Liverpool, that
which met there in the opeaing days of this
year is the most sigalficant, No fewer than
forty-two British societies were represented
In it, and no fewer than twenty-four nation-
alities. But the significance of the Confer-
ence lay in the fact that it was organised,
presided over, and officered by, and mainly
composed of, British students. Six hundred
and seveoty-five students from the Univer-
sitles and Colleges of Great Britain and Ire-
land were present, together with 6o forelgn
delegates, and 180 missionary representa-
tives and speakers—In all 915 students were
present, of whom 134 were women, The
number of volunteers present, both men and
women, was 213, ‘The rest represented that
Chrlstian movement in our universities aod
colleges which is seeking to gain the students
to the confession of Christ, and to organised
eftort for the advancement of His kingdom
at home and abroad. That so many, who
have not yet actually volunteered for foreign
service, should have gathered with enthus-
lasm to a purely Foreign Mission Conference
—surely thls argues a deepenicg conviction
of the divine splendour and claims of the
great work of the evangelisation of the world
on the part of those who are the very flower
of our youth and the hope of the nation.
The students of to-day are the comiog Iead-
ers of the Church and of the people. The
fire which burnsin their hearts to-day will
kindle the thoughts and lives of those whom
they influence to-morrow. The aim which
in now awakening their enthusiasm, heralds
the practical endeavour which will claim the
energies that are entering the arena of action,
In the formal expression of that aim another
significant note of the Conference was struck.
It wasthe banner of Judah which led the
match of the tribes of Israel ; it is the banner
of the Students’ Volunteer Mission Union
which is leading this great movement among
the universities and colleges. And it
was intimated that, aiter long and earnest
deliberation and prayer, the British Ualon
had resolved to inscribe upon their banner
the motto already adopted by the American
Union, namely, ** The evangelisation of the
world in this generation.” To some the
idea will seem utopian. Others will say that
*the young men are seeing visions,” and
the old men who are consorting with them
are ** dreaming dreams.” Thank God that
it is so. It needsa sublime ideal tolead
beyound the measure of the present into the
new paths that prepare agreat future. It
is faith in thisideal which gives conrage for
the atiempts which, by the blesslng of God,
create that uture.  This idealis not imprac-
ticable. The existing resources of the
Church of Christ,in the number of believers,
in the mouney entrusted to their stewardship,
and in the promises of God to be realised
through prayer, are already adequate for the
task, if only a mighty out-pouring of the
Holy Spirit would awaken the whole mem.
bership of the Church to co-operate in the
enterprise of faith and devotion. The
Church is not straitened in the Providence
of God. The world is open as never before,
apd facilities for the enterprise are multiply-
ing daily. *Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature,” isa
command awaiting the obedience of a gen-
eration that will recognise that this is a
thing to be accomplished by them in their
own day., The trumpet-call has been sound-
ed. Will the Church hearken and respond 2

A few words may indicate the character
of the meetings.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

The first meeting, held on the eveniog
of New Yeat's Day, showed the quality and
spirit of the gathering. It wasthe reception
meeting, held in the large hall of Y.M.C.A.
in Mount Pleasant. It is a nearly square
hall, without galleries, the long curved
benches tising on a slope one behind an-
other to the back, so that from the platform
one had a perfect view of the thousand faces
{n front. Here and there a grey head could
be picked out of the crowd ; but the geaeral
Impresslon was that of a sea of youth—cul-
tured, pure, joyous, reverent. The Bishop
of Liverpool piesided and spoke the first
words of welcome, followed by Principal
Rendall and the Rev. Charles Garrett ; and
then Mr, Donald Frasar, ot Glasgow, one of
the Executive, explained the nature and pur-
pose of the gathering, He lifted the aspira-
tlons of the whole assembly up into what all
felt to be true way of blessing when he sald,
¢ We wait for God, uot for eloquence, not
for crowds, not for man, but for God. Our
hape is In the living God. and we wait with
hushed spirits to bear what He will say, and
in obedience to do it.”

After these latroductory words were over,
Dr. Plerson gave what might be cailed the
ihaugural address, a comprehensive and
fervid exposition of the plan of God in the
missionary enterprise, based ou the divine
command and on the unprecedented oppor-
tunity of the present time, with its appeal to
those who were able to ofter their life for
this service.

The proceedings of each of the three
followlng days were opened by a prayer-
meeting, which filled the large Gordon Hall.
On the forenoon of the two following days.
and on the afternoon of Saturday, sectional
meetings were held. On the first day the
priociple of division was geographical.
Tndia, South America, China and Japan»
Africa, and the Jews were spoken of in
difierent halls, In the China and Japan
meeting Mr. Duncan McLaren was the first
speaker. 1o the African section it was re-
markable to find Mr. Pilkington of Ugaunda,
Central Africa ; Mr. Alvarez from Sierra
Leone, West Africa; and Mr, Wakefield
from East Africa, all advocating the spread
of the gospel by means of native evangelists,
but under European leadership, as necessary
to a proper planning and direction of the
work, In all these places native evangelists
were ready, waiting to be led ioto surround-
ing fialds.

The sectional meetings on the second
day were arranged according to phases of
work—Educational, Medical, Evangelistic,
and the Bombay Settlement. This lastis
a movement inaugurated by Miss de Selin-
court, of Oxford, to link together the women
studenis in our universities and colleges at
home In the support of a settlement among
the Parsees of Bombay, where university
women, who have given themselves to mis-
slonary work, may find a centre for varlous
forms of labour among Parsee glrls and
women. This is a pecallarly hopeful means
of reaching the young Parsee women, who
are educated and accessible, and already
two ladles are doing the pioneer work of the
settlement.

On the Saturday afternoon the sectional
meetings were arranged on denominational
and speclal Society lines.

(Zo be Continued.)

Dr, Andrew Thompson presided at the
annual meeting of the Waldensian Missions
Ald Society held in Edinburgh lately. , This
society has been able during the past year to
send 41,500 to Italy, which is a larger sum
than usual, when no halp was received from
the visit of a deputy. The fipancial state-
ment showed the charge, including a bal-
ance of £64 155, to have been £1,834; and
the discharge, including the £1,500 remitted
to the Waldensian Board of Missions, /'~ -
634. The chairman, in the course of a fuw
introductory remarks, spoke of the great
work which the Waldenslan Church had
done for the conversion of Italy. Several

Tadies and gentlemen took part In the pro-

ceedings.

Doung. Prople’s Socicties,

CONDUCTED BY A MEMBER OF THE GENBRAL
ASSEMBLY'S COMMITTEE.

A PRACTICAL TURN.

Christian Endeavor is ¢oly just taking
root in Britaln, and there are as yet but fifty
or sixty societies in the Presbyterian Church
in Eogland, The Convener of the Foreign
Misston Committee, Mr. Hugh Matheson,
thinks they are already in a position to take
bhold of a field of their own. His com-
mittee is therefore startiog a * Christian
Endeavor Fund " for the establishment and
support of a new centre in their South China
mission. The ‘¢ Juvenils Tuad,” formed
forty years ago, has given $225,000 to the
Forelgn Misslon, and still larger things are
looked for from the Christian Eadeavor
Fund. Mr, Matheson bas lately passed his
jubilee year as an elder, and has been al-
most all that time in charge of the Forelgn
Missions of his Church. He is evidently
young enough still to keep a sharp outlook
on a good chance.

THE SUPREME WORK.

The Society of Christian Eadeavor Is
everywhere acknowledged to be evangelicel,
but it is very much more ; It is evaogells: .
The movement had its origin in a time of
spirltual awakening. It began with the aim
of training its members in personal work for
Christ. This has been the chief secret of
its power and progress. Because it has,
through the fifteen years of its history, been
true to the original idea, it has grown with
matrvellous rapidity, until its influence is be-
ing felt to-day in all lands. The Society
bas honored Christ, and Christ has con-
sequeotly honored it. If Christlan Endeav-
or is to be 3 power Ip tha future,as it is in
the present, it wili be because the Society
keeps ever prominently before itself the
supreme work of winning souls for Jesus
Christ. This is our business, and nothing
must be allowed to interfere with it. At.
tractive meetings are greatly to be desired,
but the aims of the devotional meetings and
all other meetings must be spiritual, Social
wotk is importaat, but the motto of the So-
clety in this respect must be, *‘Social to
save.” Thisis also true of ocar Christian
citizenship work, It s spiritual in its alm.
Because certain evils, as the saloon and the
gambling den, stand opposed to the purpose
of Christian Endeavor, and scek to {rustrate
it in its work of winning soals for Christ,
therefore Christian Endeavor seeks the over-
throw of these evils and cannot rest uatil it
is accomplished. There never was a time
when there was greater need than now for
persopal work, and there never was a time
when our young people were better equipped
for doing the work. May we be faithful to
our privileges and our opportunitles.—E#n-
deavor Herald,

A MANLY MINISTER,

Fraokness, courage, thoroughness, tend-
crmess—these are the quaiities that go to
make up a man, and wherever they are found
combined in one person, that person will
possess the hearts of his fellow men. When
such a character is steeped in Christ, you
bave & saint, and when such a saint finds
his vocation in the ministry, you have a
ministry of marvellous power. Such was
the ministry of Rev. D, J. Macdonnell, be-
cause such was the man, Hisjudgment was
pot fanltless. Whose is? With bis views
we could not always.agree, but his perfect
honesty and fairness, and his absolute
frecdom from Dbitterness disarmed all
suspicion and ail malice. His career is
worthy of study by every young man who
aim.  living op a lofty plane and uplifting
his fellow-men.

—

Wellto suffer is divine ;
Pass the watchword down the line,
Pass the countersiga: * Endure? "
Not to him who rashly dares,
But to him who nobly bears,
Is the victor's garland sure.
—Whitticr,
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KEEPING OUR PLEDGES IN
SPIRIT AND IN LETTER.

REY. W. 5. M’TAVISH, B.D., DESERONTO,
pMarch pg.—Matt. xxvi. 3te4z.

1{ wesead the Tea Cummandments and
then read the exposition of them as given
in our Shorter Catechism, we shall see that
there is a vast difference between the mere
letter and the spirit of those command-
ments ; we shall see, moreover, that a man
may keep them to the very letter and yet ut-
terly fail to keep them 1o spirit. The young
ruler who came to Jesus, when told what the
commandments were, declared that he had
kept them from his youth up. Possibly he
had, at least their letter, but his conduct
soon made it very manifest that he was not
wiillng to keep them in spirit.

1t is well to bear in mind, therefore, that
while we may keep the letter of the pledge
we may come far short of keepiog it in the
spirit. We have, for example, pledged our-
selves to read the Bible every day. But the
pledge states neither how large a portion we
should read, nor how long a time we should
spend upon it, nor the spirlt in which we
should peruse it. Now, if we hastily read
only a few verses without any special effort
to understand them, or to profit by them,
and then rush off to something else, we
might say that we are keeplog that part of
cur pledge to the very letter. But surely
we must be wilfully blind if we conclude
that we have kept It in the spirit. It ls cer-
tainly intended that we study every day
some portion of the Bible very carefully,
reverently, prayerfully ; that we look for the
illuminating power ot that divine Spirit who
first inspired the sacred penman to write it,
and that we then try to profit by what we
have learned. Unless we keep these things
in view, we are uot keeping the spirit of
the pledge.

Again we have promised to pray every
day. But there is a vast difference between
saying prayers and praying; and it is not
unlikely that a great many people who say
prayers never really pray. They have been
taught a certaln form of words, and shey
repeat these with as little reverence as a
Chinaman casts his little blocks of wood be-
fore his gods. Doubtless Paul had often
repeated prayers when he was a Pharlsee,
but be seems to have begum to pray in
earnest when he was waitiog, deprived of
sight at Damascus. It was then God him-
self said, **Behold he prayeth” (Acts ix.
11). Many of the Pharisees in the days of
Christ made loog prayers, and yet they did
little real praying. Jesus declared that they
prayed to be seen of men, and that they
expected to be beard for their much speak-
ing, He found it necessary to rebuke them
sharply for their hypocrisy. If, thercfose,
we would keep In spirit what we have
pledged regarding prayer, we must wait upon
God until we have thanked Him for His
many mercles, until we have sought pardon
for our past offences ; until we have implor-
ed His grace for the time to come, and un-
tit our souls are in real fellowship with Him.

Again we are pledged to take some part,

aside from singing, in every Christian En-
deavor pray-mecting. It we assist only in
taking up the collection, we could fulfil that
clause to the letter, but would we observe
it in splrit? Certainlynot in the way that
the authors of the pledge intended.

If we are content to regard only the
letter of our pledge, we need not be surpris-
ed to find that our work in connection with
the Christian Endeavor Soclety has become
very irksome, and that we cherish the wish
that we had never joined it. But if we try
to keep it In spirit, our usefulness will in.
crease, our zeal will be more pronounced, and
our pleasure in the work will be enhanced as
the days go by. *° The letter killeth, but the
spirit giveth light” (IL Cor. ill. 6). We
are working in a great canse, and our aim
should be not merely to keep the letter of
the pledge, but to attain that end which the
pledge was designed tc aid us in reaching
—the development of Christian graces, the
equipment for service, the rromotion of the
best interests of our fcllowman, and the
bastenlng of that kingdom which is
ré%hteousness, peace and joy in the Holy

ost. )



