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Our Contributors.

DEFENDING PERSONS AND THINGS THAT
NEED NO DEFENCE.

1y KNOXONITAN,

Some years ago we had occasion to stop at a couatry
hotel in which a number of local young men were spend'ng a
hohiday in a manner not specially beneficial to themselves
or particularly pleasant to the other guests. Under the com-
bined influence of whikey and sham loyalty—two things that
sometimes go together—one of them became nnisy and
apparently wanted somebody to hold im. He took off his coat,
shouted and stamped and swore that he would * lick anybody
who spoke against the Queen.” Nabody was saying anything
about Her Britannic Majesty. Any man in the crowd would
have risked life or limb in defence of his sovereign had any
defence been needed. All present were loyal men. Had an
emergency arisen perhaps the noisy fellow was the only man
there who would have hidden behind a woodpile. But positively
no defence was needed on that occasion.  The Queen was
quite safe in Windsor Castle. There was not a disloyal man
for miles around. There was nabily to fight  Any defence
of Her Majesty was absolutely unnecessary because there
was nobody or nothing to defend her against. Had this
bum, *ious young man raised the disturbance any where in
the neighbourhood of our beloved Q ieen’s numerous castles
that he raised in that country tavern, ne doubt some of ihe
royal offictals would have handed him over to the police, and
the police would have put him in the cooler. Englishmen
are a matter-of fact sort of people, and are not as much given
to defending persons that need no defence as mere colonists
are.

‘That noisy fellow was a type—a rude type possibly—but
still a good type of that belligerent class of people who are
everlastingly defending persons and things that need no de-
fence. It 1s a small business this business of defending when
nobody is attacking. It brings neither gain nor glory
There 15 something irresistibly comic in seeing a hittle fellow
who does not pay his taxes defending the Brtish Constitution
when nobody is saying anything against the Constitution. The
spectacle is equalled only by the siender youth who buras to
defend Methodism when nobody is attacking Methodism, or
the belligerent Presbyterian who strikes out wildly in favour
of Calvin and the Confession of Faith when there is nobody to
hit.

Once upon a time we attended a Methodist camp-meeting
for an hour or two. There was a large number of people
present, most of them devout, earnest people, who
were no doubt pleased and profitted by the exercises.
A half-dozen or more munisters occupied the stand, and
one of them preached a strong, practical sermon. It was
a genuine, old-time Gospel effor: delivered with great fer-
vour, and no doubt did good. At the close of the sermon
a number of youngish men began to straggle around the sices
of the camp, evidently bent on defending the institution. One
of them, a rather impertinent looking youth, who had designs
on the ministry, came our way, and in a somewhat insolent
tone asked what we thought of camip meetings. His counte-
nance fell as we assured him 1 the most winsome manner we
could assume that we seldom thought of them at all. Then he
wanted to know if we held * once in grace always in grace.”
We admitted that our belief was in that direction, but assured
tum that we had no desire to propagate Calvinistic doctrine
at a camp-meeting. That young man simply wanted to
defend camp-meetings and Armwmian doctrine when there
was nobody attacking them. Had his vamity been graufied
by an argument he would have gone right away to the
preachers or other leading men and told them of the big
fight he had been in for Methadism and camp-meetings.
The older and wiser preachers would probably have assured
him that he would be better in the praving circle helping on
the work than trying to raise a quarrel with stray Calvimists
on the outskirts.

Let us balance this discussion by a Presbytenan incident.
Years ago we visited a Presbytenan Church for an evening
or two in which very large meetings were being held. There
was a widespread and perhaps deep religious interest. One
evening we happened to enter the church before the pastor
and some who were ministers with him, and spent the time in
taking notes mentally. While thus engaged an ilinerate
youth who had ignorance and impudence unmistakably
stamped on his countenance planted his ungainly body
squarely in front of ours, and in & rather menacing mauner
asked,

“ ARE YOU OPPOSED TO REVIVAL? "

We blandly assured him that we were heartily in favour of the
revival of every good cause, and he didn't seem the least
pleased to hear 1. What he wanted was to fight some.
body, and then go away and blow about what he said to the
unconverted sinner who was opposed to the * meetin’s.”

It is only fair lo say that neither this youth nor the Metho-
dist one already referred to had any connection with the work
they favoured with their presence. Around the skirts of every
gathering of that kind you always find a number of cheeky
fellows who want to fight for the work. As a rule they have
no connection with it except such as is given by their own
impertinence.

This_silly desire to defend people that nobody is attacking
sometimes appears in very peculiar forms. Here is a crack-
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braned youth i the nrst stages of the tender pussion. He
1s burning for a chaunce to tht sh somebody for saying some-
thing against s girl, Nobody 1s saying a word about her.
Nobody has any desire to say anything unkindly of her.
Everybody wishes her weil. But the young fool is not satis-
fied. He wantsto fight a duel to convince her that he is
ready to die for her. When heis a few years marned per-
haps he makes her get up and kindle the fires on winter moro-
ings.

Not much more sensible are those people who are con
stantly defending civil and religious liberty when nobody is
in the least degree nterfering wuh their «wil or religious
hberty. There 1s sometlung pecultarly absurd in the spec-
tacle of a man making a fuss about lus liberty when any-
body not stone blind can see ne has more hberty than he
knows how to use.

But our column 1s filled, and the subject 1s large, and the
weather 1s hot, and, as the preachers say, we must come to a
conclusion.

CANOXONIANT AND “ KNOXN COLLEGE
JONTHLY?Y

MRr. Epiror,—I - n glad to notice that yuur able contri
butor, * Knoxoman, has had thelcourage to confess the very
gross errors 1nto which he some time ago feil, concerning the
origin and original aims of the Anox College Monthly.
His candour leads me to hope that he may he induced to
reconsider his view of the same magazine's theological tone.
He speaks as though the present edutor were ready to
carry the name of Knox College * through every kind of theo-
logical scuffle,” etc., to become “ enthusiastic in admiration
of Messrs. Dods, Smith and Bruce.” In fact, the effect of lus
whole statement—though apparently not its intention—is to
make it appear that that gentleman 1s unworthy to edit any
Presbyterian magazine. To me, on the other hand, the tone
of the Monthly seems admirable, and to this conclusion |
think I am led by a reasonable familiarity both with the
matter 1t has contained during the past year and with the
state of affairs in the Free Church of Scotland. Does
* Knoxonian ” object to Prof. Drummonds sketch of Dr,
Dods? Let him remember that it was nserted to intro-
duce the man who haa just been elected to a very mpor-
tant chair in the New College, Edinburgh, and that the
editor disclaimed sympathy with * the theologial aberra-
tions ” of 1ts subject. Does your contnbutor think the edit-
onal references to Dr. Brooks too severe s Well, if Dr.
Brooks said that the Free Church 1s * hereafter to be identified
with the enemies of the Bible,” the severity was not unpro-
voked. Would ** Knoxoman " strike out I'rof. Dods™ inaug-
ural address ¢ Let him point to a more interesting, encourag-
ing and thorough survey of the present condition of New Tes-
tament studies with regard to Dr. Bruce. 1 need onlysay that
in a review of that admirable book of hus, ** The Training of
the Twelve,” he 1s highly spoken of, especially on account of
his sympathy with his students and that the review of tis
* Kingdom of God * says nothing about hus theology.

Where, then, 1s the evidence for the charges to waich
reference has been made ? | do not deny that the Monthly
on the whole sympathizes with Profs. Dods and Bruce in their
troubles, but the source of the sympathy 1s the editor s con-
viction that they ar: at present conservative forces mm Scot-
land. Maurk how emphasis 1s given to the statement of that
thoroughly evangelical and strongly Calvinistic pillar of the
Church, Dr. Alex. Whyte, that Prof. Dods * holds with a
firm and an increasing tenacity the everlasting essentials
of the Apostolic, Calvimstic and evangehical faith.”

It should not be forgotten that the younger men of the
old land are at present profoundly affected by German
thought. A teacher who s to save them for the Church must
not merely refute the error but also detach and exhibst the
truth which gives it witality.  But thisas pernilous work ; itas
dificult to get hold of the whole truth without accepung any
of the error. The two professors are doing the work nobly
and, even tf they have not altogether escaped the penl,
they deserve our cordial sympathy. Men who are in the
midst of the stnife but have never felt the force of the new
opinions may be pardoned if they are simply angry, but those
who are far enough away to think calmly and at the same time
understand the positon are inexcusable if they merely
denounce the unwise or erroneous utterances of Irs. Dods
and Bruce. Therefore we should be grateful to the Anox
College Monthly for expressing its admiration of their able
expositon and defence of Chnistian truth and ohe to whom
many of vour readers listen with confidence as well as pleas-
ure should take himself sternly to task for misrepresentinguts
attitude and casting suspicion upon s gemal nd talented
editor. . M. Raysav,

The Manse, Londesbore , Unt., July g, 1890

CSTRANGERS WITHIN OUR GATES"

Those whom I so call inthis article are the French-Cana-
dians and the ltabans in Toronto. of whom there are several
hundreds.

A year ago last January a Protestant nussion to the for-
mer was estabhshed. At the head of it was one Philippe de
Sailhiers, formerly a trappist monk. After a while he left the
aty. Not to make my article too long, I pass over his move-
ments afterwards. I shall say only that no one of whom 1
have enquired about him can tell me where he now is. No
one has taken his place.  Messrs. Cusin and Paull, who were
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his helpers, are not able to give murh time to the work, as
they have to attend to their classes in tanguages. They, how-
ever, do what they can. On Sabbaths they have a Bible class
in the afternoon, and in the evening, a service. During the
rest of the weck they visit French-Canadian families. I need
not say that the priests do not bid them God-speed

In compliance with an invitation from these friends, I
attended on Saturday evening, May 10, a festival in celebra-
tion of the estabhishment of the mission. It was quite private

a sort of family gathering Among those present were a
few English speaking well-wishers to the cause Owing to
the rain, which did not cease till near the hour fixed for the
begnning of the festival, the attendance was much smaller
than no doubt 1t otherwise would have been.  After the sing-
ing of a hymn Mr., Cusin led n prayer in Irench. He then
called on the writer to give an address, which the latter did
m French. He began by saying that he would follow the
examp'e of the Iron Duke, who used to say, ** 1 speak French
with courage.” He next related the following anccdotes to
show how careful one should be who speaks in a language with
which he is not thoroughly familiar.

A young Englishman, at a meeting of French people,
wished to pay a compliment to his hearers, but what he said
gave them a good laugh at lus eapense.  Hemeant to say, *'1
am fond of the beauuful krench language ' (Ja 6elle languc
Franmaise). Instead of that he sard, * I am fond of the beruti-
ful Frenchwoman” (ke belle Franaaise).

A nussionary 12 China came one evenmng to a house of
entertamnment. He meant to say to the host, when ordering
is supper, that amony other things he would like to have a
chicken. The host bowed and withdrew, After a long
absence, which seemed all the longer to the hungry m, sion.
ary, he returned saying that he could not get one for im.
What had he been doing ? The missionary had really -aid
that he would like to get a wife, and the obliging host had
been doing his utmost to graufy his desire.

The speaker atterwards took up a common saying among
Roman Catholics that Protestants have no religion. In reply
thereto he commented on the so-called Apostles’ Creed, and
several essential truths not contained in it.

Mr. Cusin followed 1n French. He read the parable of the
mustard seed, then spoke of Mr. de Saithers withdrawal from
the mission, of the difficulues connected with it, and of the
duty of labouring diligently, hopefully and with prayer to Him
who gives the increase, to cause the grain of mustard seed to
become, 1n His own time, a great tree.

Next came a recess, during which the friends present were
engaged in conversation, and in the consumption of ice-cream
and cakes.

Afterwards Mr. Milberger gave a recitation in French, The
Rev. Mr. Stark, of Tororto, foilowed with an address in Eng-
hish, setung before parents the nnportance of bunging up th. -
children in the fear of God. Mr, Paull acted as interpreter.

Several French hymns were sung during the evening. At
length the blessing was sung and our little feZc came to an
end.

The following evening the writer took part in the French
service. After the singing of a hymn Mr. Cusin led in prayer.
The writer read Isaiah xxvii., gave an address on Luke xi,
55, 5y, * When thou goest with thine adversary to the mag-
istrate,” etc., led in prayer and pronounced the blessing.

The misston rooms are Nos. 3and 4, 20 Queen Street
West, (opposite Knox Churchy, Inone of them is a box
with a slitin the hd. Messrs. Cusin and Paull deserve encour-
agement n their good work. Therefore, aid so forth, I need
say no more on this pont to the readers of THE CaNADA
PRESBYTERIAN, who, of course, are all very intelhigent.

A word or two now about the Italiansin Toronto. Inthe
afternoon of the Sabbath aiready spoken of I attended the
school for their benefit, which 1s kept every Sabbath at the cor-
ner of Elm and Chestnut streets. The supernintendent 1s a Mr.
Basso, Italian interpreter in the courts, a native of Genoa, who
was brought up in the Romish faith. In Canada he cameto the
knowledge of the truth. The circumstances connected with that
event are very remarkable instances of the providence of God,
but I have not space here to relate them. Mr. Basso is helped
hy the Rev. Mr. Stark, an old Unitarian, who has long taken
a deep mterest in the moral and spiritual welfare of his fellow-
citizens from * the sunny south,” and by scveral ladies and
gentlemen whose names 1 have not learned. The object of
the school 1s to give those who attend as scholar- sume know-
ledge of English, and through that, of tk< ‘vord of God. No
effort is made to proselytize n the ust al sense of that word.
The eaercises are conducted chiefly in English, The after-
noon when [ visited the school, 1 did »~nt count the number
of Itahans who attended, but there must .ave been about
twenty. All were men, and all were respectably dressed. Mr.
Basso gave out the hymn, *“\Vhen He maketh up His jewels,”
in the singing of which he led. A lady played en the organ.
The Rev. Mr. Stark led in prayer. Mur. Basso read Luke xvii.
in lalan. The same chapter was read in English by the
scholars in their classes. Mr. Buskimn, a missionary in the
Algoma district, gave an address in English, * Jesus, keen
me near the cross” was sung A gentleman, whose name
1 do not know, closed with prayer in English,

The room 1n which the Sabbath school is kept is very
tastefully fitted up. Facing you as you go in is a large coloured
portrait of King Humbert.  Around it are several small Union
Jacks. On the opposite wall is a large coloured picture of
the royal arms of Italy. Decked with Union Jacks beside it
is an engraving of a scene in the life of Columbus. At the far
end is the Witness' portrait of our own Queen, with Union



