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NOTES ON TIL~ GREA TPOPUL4R IIHlN

13V RXV. DUNCAN MORItISON, ?..,OWP.N SOUND.

Jenasalem, my happylhome,
Naane ever dear to mar;

NVhcn shali my labours haave un end
In loy, and peace, and Thecc?

WVhen shali these eyes Thy heaven-bult walls
And peaîly gates behold i

Thy buîwarks with salvation strong,
And streets of shinlng Caldi

Oh whcn. thou city af my God,
Shall I thy courts ascefld.hl p

Wlcr cong~rcijatlons nc'erbra p
And Sabbshave no end?

There happiarr bowers than Edcn's bloom,
Nor ria flot sorrow know -

I3lest scats 1 thraugh rude and stormny scencs
1 anward preus ta you.

WVhy sbould 1 shrinlc (ronm pain andi woc,
Or fccl at drath dismay?

I've Canaan's goodly, land in view,
And trainis af en(dlcss day.

Apostles, martyrs, prophets, thcrc
Around my Saviaur stand ;

And soon my îriends in Christ below
Will join the gloriaus band.

Jerusalem, Mrhappy home 1
Miy soul sti 1artis for t ec;

Then shah! My labours have an end,
%Vhen I thy joys shall sec.

The fahlowing is an admirable translation ai the
abave by thc Rev. Silas T. Rand, D.D., Hantsport,

jerusaleni. C~ glotiosa domus mi.
O nomen semper ml carissimum,
O quando sint labores finiti,
ia te, in paccro, et [n gaudium.

O quanda videbuînt hi oculi,
la~. portas gerumeas-tua moenta?

Et salutatemt prapugnaculi,
Et vias--aurca tua apcra?

Urbs mei Dci, quando surgero
C.vlestia tua in propatula?
Quô non selungit congregatio,
Et sunit oererna sua Sabbata.

limbracula, O vas faustissima,
Quô neque moSitus sint, nec peccata,
Ad vc., O sedes felicitsimze,
Contenda, et chuctor strenue.

Cur nos m'joeC, pzurtas fotmidem ?
Vel dissolutiancm horreremt?
C>tananSnam coelestemt videam,
Aetcmnam dieni, felicissimam.

Apostoli, prophciae, martyres,
IBic'circum thronumn lesu Christi mtent,
Et cita antici nml fideles,
Canjuncti nobis, illie coagregent.

Jetusaleni, 0Oglouiosa dormus mi,
Pro te nunc sEtit mea anima;
La2bores anmes turn sint fouii,
Quni tua videam sacra gaudia.

The original ai this very popular hynin is obscure.
Il appears that ane sigfl:ng hîiself I'F. B. P.»-
alias Francts Baker, priesr, had for sanie affence becn
imprisaned ia the tawa nearly rhrce bundred years
ago, and that hie, whilhng away the weary hours in
bis cell, prepared a MS. cofltaining twemty-six verses
-one hundred and four lines-begainning thus:

flicrusalem, my happy home!1
Wheu shal 1 camte ta theci

When shail my sorrowes have an end,
Thy joyes whea shail I scec?

O happie harbour af the saints 1
O swccte and pleasant soylc,

In thee flac sorrows raay be fauud,
Nae griefs. noe care, flac tayle.

Ih is prefaced in these ternis. A sang by « F. B
P.," ta the tune af Dhana. Tis MS. some years ago
lound ais way to, the British Museumn, and Dr. Hora-
tius Bonar, fanding it theie, .and arrra(.ted by the
splendour of irs imagery and real excelleace, copied
it verbatim et lterasrm, and published it in 1852. In a
monogrant on the hynin he states that hie faund st inl
a Mb. volume af relîgiaus songs withaut date, but
apparently wrirren in the early part af the seven-
teenth century, and thar in thas MS. volume of reli-

giaus sangs he faund this, which is naw known ta bc
a copy ai a portion ai a langer hymn an the saine
sublect byanotlîer hand.

Dr. Ilatield bas sliown ait very fair grounds that
this paper sîgned IlF. B3. 11."1 is not an origînal-that
the original is a long hynin ai thirty.anc double
stafizas, cansistîng ai two liundred and farty-eight
lines ; wbereas thar a ofIlF. B. l.'s"I cantains only
twventy.six verscs, cansisting af anc lîundred and four
lines,-that there are many variations and transpasi.
tians,-4hat upon the whole therc is reasan ta behieve
that IlFý. B. I." siinphy repraduced framt memory
such partions ai the original as bail cleaved ta it,
and had conmtttedl theni ta svritîîîg, and that this
Vwriting ultimately faund ils way ta thc MS. depart.
ment ai the B3ritish Museumi, wbere, after the lapse
ai a couple ai centuries, Dr. Haratius l3onar exca-
vated it, and publislicd it just as hie had found it with
the monograrn referred ta in î8çî.

How, then, about thec original? WVho was the
author? Can any sarisfacrory accaunt be given ai
hini and bis dlaims? The answer is that WVadrow,
the disrînguished histor;an ai the Church of Scot-
land, iinakes the authar ta be the Rev. David Dick.
son, D.D,-a divine that fllled a largc space in the
public cyc frain 1583-1662. He was the anly child
ai John Dickson, a piaus and weahthy merchant ai
Glasgaw. Hc received a tharaugh education in, the
university af bis native city, and sooti rase ta distinc-
tion. At the early age ai rsventy-sevefl he ivas ap.
painted Regcnt or Proiessar ai Philosophy in the
saine university, dcvaring bîms-elf, with bis associates,
lloyd and Blair, ta the revival ai godliness among the
uidergraduates. Aiter sanie Vears we find htrn accu-
pyang the stiîl higher office af Professer ai Divimmty in
the saine university, and an 1638 be ivas chasen ta fll
the hmghesr seat in the giit ai the Church-that ai
Moderator ai the General Assembly. He took an
active part in public affairs during tlîe Camman-
wealth, and ait the Restaratian hast bis professarship
by re(using ta take the aath ai suprcmacy. It ap-
pears front Wodrow, the historian, that he ranked
very high-ranked, indeed, amang the abiest and
mast irifluential ministers eai bis day, and yet s0
madest thar he neyer made use ai bis title D.D. He
was, moreover, very canscientiaus, so mucb sa that
lie suûerced huisell to bc dcposed from the min istry-
parish af Irvine-the birtbpiace ai James Montgonm-
ery, ane hundred and flfty ycars aiterwards-rather
than comply with the abnoxious "Articles ai Perth."
He vins, hawever, soma rcstored ta his parisb, where
ho labaured itb great success tilI 1641, when lie was
appointedl Praiessar ai Divinity in the University ai
Glasgow.

But rnay flot thîs Rev. David Dickson, Professer
ai Divrnity in the University ai Glasgow, be the
capyisr and plagiarist 3o~ F. B. P." and ho were
cvidenthy catemporaries "F. B. P." was a prisaner
in the Tawer, probably dîed in the Tawer, and what
more easy titan ta perpetrate the literary theft ? Is
ir flot passible that hie took thîs MS., wbich founid its
way inta the British Muséurn and is still lying in the
British Museumi, and made use ai il, extending and
amplîiying bis anc hu*ndred and four lines inra two
hundred and forty-eightP Who ivas there ta stand
up in defence ai the obscure-the unknown "F. B.
Il.," lying in prison or in bas grave? That is tbe po-
sition which Dr. J. M. Neale and arbers bave taken,
but it îs flot a position wbîcb is at aIl tenable. The
MS. whis-h "IF. B. P." heft behind bun shows, frani
internai evidence, that jr ivas written about z6i6 or
1617, and it ES clear frant Wodrow, the bistariait of
tbe Churcb ai Scatland, whase accuracy in matters
ofidetail lias neyer been questiamed, that David Dick-
son by tins uie hall risen ta great eminence as a
scholar-as a Christian labouring for tbe conversion
ai sauls, and as an author bath in poetry ard prose.
He wa-s tben,-tbe date or supposed date ai the MS.,
1617 ýaccarding ta King, Anglican Hymns),-abaur
tbirty-îour ycars ai age, and had been for seven years
1-raiesr afi llsaphy in the University ai Glasgow,
winning far hîimscîf the fairest naine. And if he was
guliry Of*chis laterary îhcft, "rnpudently approprïarrng
ta banisehi what belonged ta anothcE," he must, bave
donc it aiter this rime-airer the MS. of "tF. B. PYI
made its way ta the British Museumi, or at least after
"lF. B. P." had any power ave: it, i.e., that David
Dicksom, so modest as ta refuse ta use bis title of
D.D.-so canscientious that be suffered hiniseh ta be
depascd frorn the ministry ratber than act contrary ta

bis convictions, was guihty oi dahng tbe meanest- the
dirtiest decd afi lus tine. 19 such a supposition ten-
able? Dots it consist with the dignhry, thc con ,cien-
tiousness, the ilîi character ai ane ai rte greatest
men ai bis day? The testimany ai WVodrow is this
(having enumeratcd sanie ai Dickson's works) : Il1le.
sides these hie ivrate . . . sanie shprt patins on
piaus and scrious subjectr whicb, 1 arn tohd, bave
been very usttful wlien prinieed and sprend among
country people and servants, sucit as, <O Mother,
Dear Jcrusahern 1 and anc samtewhat larger, 8 va.,
1649, entithed ' Christian Lave,' ta bc sung with the
camman tune ai the Psalms.' In a marginal niote,
the Rev. WV. K. Twcedic, editor ai rte Il Wodrow P>ub.
lications," furthcr says : IlThere ib, also, a pocm
ascribed ta Dicksan, entitled, 1 laney Drops or
Crystal Streainis,' and samectimes printed alang witb
the atliers."

Stiii there is considerable obscurity about the
authorsbip ai this poern ai thirty-one double stantas
cansisting ai 248 lines. Dicksan, if be did wr,te it,
did atot put his marne ta il, but this is net unlike rte
man. One thing is clear, the poernbelongs ta bis day
and it would appear, toak kindly ta tbe version ai
"lF. B3. P." when [r ivas publishcd, ai the marc
prabably, frarn the iact that the original was taa long
-that a shorter bynin aresenting the saine trutbs ivas

betrer adapted ta the purpase be had in view. The
latcst intormation, Dutfieid tells uis, on the subjecr
cames front rte Rev. James King's "Anglican
Hymnnolagy."1 He makes aut tlaat Dickson cxpur.
gated this hynin ai "lF B. P." and oflcred bis awn
[n "O mother, dcar J erusaleni." Thirty ycars later
the Rev. William Blurkitt, vicar ai Dedbanî, reprintedl
"lF. B. P.'s"i pieces with changes ai bis own ; and
finally jr fias came down ta us in the in here pire.
sented.

Stili, rbough the preseait farnt ai the hynin may be
tbe mare acceptable, ir ivas under the aId fann, IlO
niothor, dear Jerusahem 1 il that ir made its wvay ta the
popular beart and becamo suta, a favaurite svith bath
yaung and aid. Mlany a lanely celi, many a dark
home, many a pale face bans been lighted up by its
revelatians. Snatcbcs ai it used ta be heard among
the buis and glens ai Scotland-in the fishing boars
along the caast-amang the barvesters in the barn
afier the labours cf the day-from thc childrcn on the
Sabbatb evenings airer their quesrionings were over
for with the children this hyma bas always been a
favourite, and in many a cbild's bcart the bynin lived
long airer hoe had loir the parental roof and blassomed
in orber scenes and ini other circunistances, whcre
it miglit be thaught everything was given ta sait-
given up ta the curse ai perpetual barrenness. A
youmg Scotch lad wbo ivas on bis doatbbed at New
Orleans, says Dr. Beicher, ivas vîsited by a Presby-
terian minister, but the dying man wanted no minis-
ter ta sPcak: ta bum. Ho shut hiniseli up againsr ail
the efforts ai the gaad man ta reach bis heart. Sanie-
what discouraged the mnister turned away, and
scarcely knawing wby,-witbaut anvrhing hike design
or au, but guided by that good Spirit that leads inro,
aIl trutb,-be began ta sing :

Jerussieni, my happy home,
Naine ever dcar ta me.

That was eaougb I a tender card bad been tauched
a tlood ai early recahiections burst in upan bis scul
days ai innacency wbcn ho, a fret and happy cbiid,
wenr aut and in, with no stain upan bis marne and fia
claud upon bis heart. WVith bursring tears be said ta
the minister: "lMy dear motter used ta sing ta me
that byma." He was now open ta the trutit, open ta
the cansola;ian of ttcGospel. Gad gave the penirent
pence, the blcsscd peace that passcth ail undcrstand-
:mg, and naw bath mother and son arc rejaicing in the
eternal lighr, deligbting theniselves ini tbe glanies ai
the New Jerusalent cancerning wbich we rend: .IlAnd
I John saw thc kîoly city, Newv Jerusalcm, caming
down frorn God aut ai heaven, prcpared as a bride
adorned for ber busband,» etc.

WVe rnust flot close aur comments an tbis bymn #vith.
aut noring sanie features af its grear excellence i. c.
ils Scriptural chai-acter, ils simplicity and jfrcshness,
its easy graceful rhythmi. The fact that it and irs pre-
decessars have for aver twa bumdred years stoad the
test ci overyforni of criticistn andhfeld their bigb plate
in spire ai their quainrness and great lengtb and
almast juvenile simplicity, tagether witb ttc fact i hat
so many giired pens have been employed in conden-
sing, changing, and embellistiag the original tirty
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