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CHAPTER Il.
It is strange how some thxngs cling to a man's memory.

I neyer could get the Rusch family out of my bead.
During one entire year I thought of tbemn almost daily,
sometimes reproaching myseif for flot having made greater
effort to -help them, and I made a few ineffectual efforts
to find them. The more I thought of the poor old woman
and unfortunate littie girl, the more 1 desired to learn
what had becomne of themn, and to do something for thcm.
1 thought I owed it to myseif as a duty to find them. So I
began to look for them in earnest. I looked in *the direc-
tory, and found severai Ruscbes in it, as residing in the
city. To every one of these persons I sent a type-written
letter, Containing sucb statements and making such in-.
quiries as I thougbt necessary to find the parties whom I
wisbed ta, sec. My efforts in this direction were a failure.
I went to look up young Rusch at the bar room un Ninth
Avenue, where I first fouud him, but he was flot there.
The people th ire said they knew nothing of bis wbere-
abouts.

I next tried advcrtising in the newspapers, but fsiled at
that aiso, and finally despaired of finding the Ruscb family.

Then I resumed my routine lufe, working closely at my
practice, and slmost forgot the Rusches. Qne morning in
December, 1885, I wss going down town on thé elevated
cars, and reading rny favaurite uewspsper, as usual, when
my cye fell on these startling words, printed in large letters
at the head of a column : " A Sbocking Crime. Henry
Rusch, under the influence of liquor, commits a frigbtful
murder."

I was excited. " That may be my man," said I.
About twe!ve o'clock I weut to the Tombe and saw the
prisoner, for he was confined there. It was the man for
whorn I bad looked so l)ng. H1e was dirtier even than
he was the tact tirne I saw hirn. Hie beard had grown
longer ; be was a brutal, repulsive-lookiug fellow. H1e
recoguized me, frowned sud refused to talk to me at first,
but at lengtb 1 prevailed upon him to speak. This je the
substance-of wbat ho said :

'lAfter I quit the job you got for me I went back to
the bar room and spent uearly ailI ry time there, as I bad
donc before you found me. For a time I lost track of
my mother and little girl. Loua came to me anc day in
the bar-room, and said : 'Papa, you must &corne home ;
grandma is almost dead.' 1 went home and found that my
littie anc bad not mistated the facte. My motber wss sick
in bed, the first time I bad known ber to be down in
years. I could see in ber wasted form that ebe was nat far
from deatb's door. She wss too feeble to speak, but
sta'etched out ber hsnd to me, and soiled faintiy, sbowing
ber pleasure at seeiug me again. I rernained witb ber
quite a week. Sbe did not die. In corne mysterious way
ebe irnprovod froin tbe day of my return, sud, tbougb she
bad not the nourishment she ueoded, se was coon almost
as well as usual. As soon as I saw that che bsd re-
covered ber trength, wbat litile she bad, I relapsed into
my aId babits. I aband'nned ber and Lena. Que day a
pal af mine sld to me, ' Sec bere, Rusch, yau are a nice
cbsp, ain't you ? Why don't you go and feed your mother
and childr and pay their ret ? I hear tbey bave been served
with notice to quit again'

'lThat was about the end of aset maatb. I didn't like
the ides of baving my mother and chîd put out of doors
in the cold. Tbey bad been put out several times before,
but neyer ini severe weather. 1 wcnt to them and pro-
mised ta reform, and thon to the landlord and begged hirn
ta, allow tbem ta remain. It was too late. I was called
a wretcb, a scoundrel, a worthless cur. 1 thought I
would show rny pluck rny sticking ta my people in tbe
time af tbeir need. So wbon the day came ta move I was
there. It was dreadfully cold. Tbey put my rnother's few
remaining articles af furuiture and beddiug, wortbles
thinge that no oue dared ta take from ber, on thc idewalk,
i tbe euaw. My mother and Lena wept, seeing tbem-

selves thrust out into tbe world again. I took each by a
hand, and led tbem away ; my little girl sobbed and said :
' Wbere are you going, papa? Where shahl we flnd a
bomne and food ?' I could net suswer her questions. I
bad nn money. I wss no better than s beggar. Ail the
forenoon I led thern about thraugb tbe streets, aimlessly.
Tbey suflered iuteucely fraam the cold, as S did I. At
lengtb I begged corne food sud we st under a shed ta est
it. When we bsd finisbed I left them and went ta tbe
bar room on Ninth Avenue where you found me, and asked
the boss for money ta bhelp me take care of my mother
and Lena for s few days. He curscd me and called me
a lying dag, sud ssid I ouly wanted mouey ta, spend
somewbere else for drink. ' Here,' said be, 'if you want
whiskey, take this sud get out of bere.' With that be
banded me s pint flask cf lîquor, and I took it, tbinkin 2y at
firet that 1 migbt ceIl it and get 50 cents for it, sud 50 get
foad, or elsc that it migbt serve a gocd purpose in etirnu-
latiug ail of us duriug aur exposure in the suaw. But I
bad scsxcely left the bar room wben the biting cold msde

wild laok in ber cye, seeing that 1 was iutoxicated, and
took refuge in'rnotber's arme. Mother lisd not caid s
word or chauged expression since 1 ontered the shed. But
now she rose slowly and stood before me, erect and etern.
I was sitting down wbeu ehe gat up. My heart beat
fast wheu I saw the bard, cold look au ber face. She neyer
looked 50 before.

l' My son,' said she in German, ' you left us bore in
the cold sud went sway ta flnd bread for us. We bave
suffered ail dey. You have gone ta a bar roor n sd got
drunk, wbile we were bere waiting for you ta bring us
food. That waesa cruel tbing for yau ta do. You bave
noglected us a long time ; yau bave left us alone ta live
upon the charity of the world or 'die. You shaîl not
keep us wsiting for your bolp longer. Wo shahl leavo yau
uow. Yourmuet nat folow us. We do not wanttaocee you
again.'

"IAt that moment a terrible determination came into my
bead. I determinod ta kili my mother and Loua ta get them
out of tbeir misory. So, without ssying a word, I rose,
taking in my right baud a thick piece of timber that .lay
ucar me, and bit my mother a furiaus blow ou the hoad.
Sbe gasped and fell at my feot, the blood pouriug fromt ber
mo4th sud noce sud front the wound I hsd inflicted an lber
brow. Loua screamed sud ran away in the darkuess beforo
1 could striko ber. Thon tho horrifying thought of wbat I
had donc came over me, and I fled, kuowing tbat I had
killed rny mother. Oh, God 1 What a crime that was 1 "

"«Go an, " said I, impatiently, IIHad you actually killed
bier?"

IlVes,'> said hoe, the tears ruuniug dowu bis face. IIIt
is for tbat I arn bore now. It is tao late ta repent uow, I
kuow, but a man cau't becomeo amosut remomber sud
regret."1

«"'And wbat bas become af Loua? " I suquired, auxiaus
for the welfsre of *o uuhappy child.

III dou't know," said ho. I nover saw bier again. I
do not kuow whether she is alive or dead. "

Il This is a terrible story, Ruscb," said I. II You have
dha ogrost wraný,. It is as rnucb as I can say in trutb

tIpity you in tho agouy you muet feel in cousequonco
of the crime yau bave cornmitted, sud am carry the good of
the comrnunity can ouly be preserved by your personal
punicbmeut."

Witb that I left bim.
I weut from the preseuce of the culprit, sud frorn tho

dark cell wbere the stary of bis crime had becu tald me,
more deprecsed than I bad been in a long time. I foît
that aIl my anxiety for the welfare ai Rusch bimself, sud
more especially of bis mother sud child, bad beon useless,
a waste of spiritual energy. A rnelaucholy conviction
carne ta me that many of my best purposes in life right
be wasted in the carne way, flot through lack ai effort au
my part, but becauce my powers migbt be sadly incorn-
meusurate with the time and place sud circumstaucos with
which I cbould bave ta deal. But I carne ouitaofrny de-
spc'ndeucy feeling that this cingle great disappaintmrnut
must be of service ta me in corne way, if I ouly endos-
vaured ta utilize it properlv. And I resalved that my fail.
uire ta bolp the motber sud sou should not preveut my ou-
deavouriug ta help the lutme girl, Loua.

CHAPTER III.
I made s îbarougb soarch for Loua. I made inquirios

persoually at several of the orphsns sud ba1f-orpbsu asy-
lums in this city. To athers 1 cent letters ackiug if any
anc auswering ber description bad been cent ta tbemt re-
ceutly. I notified the p ilice of bier lacs, sud applied te the
So)cietyfor the Preventian of Crueity ta Childreu for assist-
ance in finding ber. Nowhere wss there s trace of ber ta ho
louud. 1 began ta walk the stroots sud ta frequeut employ-
meut ageucies sud ether places in search of ber. Que
evcuiug in May, of aset year, 1887, as 1 wasc carng
homo fromt my day'c work, sud waiking aloug 14th Street
towsrd Fifîb Avenue ; it was about six a'clock in the even-
ing, for that is my usual hour tor roturning fram my office ;
1 passed an elderly gentleman sud s littie girl, wslking
baud in baud, in the camne direction witb me. 1 only gaI
an imperfect view of tbem as 1 psssed, but the moment
rny eyec foîl on tbe giri's face, I said inwardly, IlThat is
Loua." I did not want ta appear rude in approaching
bier ; co I wslked on ta the cornter of University Place sud
then waited for them ta catch up with me sud pase me. 1
I wsuted td get a better view of Loua, sud be sure it was
she, before approachting lber. When tbey carene uar me
the child looked at mc steadily, sud wbcn she sw that my
look wss fastened on ber she clunz doser ta the gentle-
man, as if for protection. 11cr lustrons black eyec had
Mfat affrighted look in tbem that I badl ceeu before wben I
weut ta coilect reut from bier graudmother in the tenement
bouse. I knew ebe recoguized me. The gentleman fol-
lowed bier gaze in rny direction, aud ceeing me, paused,
sskiug Lena, IIWhist ic the matter, dear ? Do you know
the man ?" I could hear bier ancwer, alec, " Yes, sir, sud
imsfraid of hum."
The time liedcame for me ta speak. I went Up ta thiem

snd said ta the gentleman : I"Vou muct excuse me, sir, I
bave been loakiug for Lena a long time. My snxicty
bas been very great ta learu bow she fared after the destb
of bier grandrnotber. I bave endeavoured ta flnd bier sud

have w 11ed1t 1_elpber. -M Y --dtainyou ong -oug

soon as we eutered the mansion I knew that I wa~i Î
home of a wealthy man. There was au elegaut nbufld
of rich lurniture, bronzes, bric-a-brac, statuary, paInti
etchiugs. The gentleman led me inta the parlourt
excused himceif, sud wont ta look for bis wife. Dir
they returued together, bothi radiant witb smiles, sud.
busband said, putting bis baud an thie shoulder of hic
sud puchiiug ber forward, very geutly,

"This is Lena's uew mother," ho raid.
There are camne people wbom you canat help laving

the stan, sund this man sud womau were two Of tb'0
Tbey troated me as cordisliy sud well as if I had 1ef
ald frieud. And uething would do but I must stay for t
witb them. Loua warmed toward me gradusily, and
carne very fiendly with me in the course of the evening'

"Now, Loua," raid I, taking ane of lber bauds ini0~~
as we st on s sofa togethier, IlI want you ta begf "
tell me in your owu words wbst yau did that dsrk nauigbt
when yau rau away in the suow, sud how you came tO e
bore." n bl

"I don't waut ta talk about it, " said che, lookn ~
tresced, sud playiug with my fingers. I was instantlyY on1
I had asked bier ta do it.I

"Tell hum, dean," said the rosy-cbeeked, white.bShâw
lady, the wife ai my newly-fouud friend-" tell the get'
man your stary, dear," said she. IlHe bas foît a
deal of interest in yau, sud bas wanted ta help you.
you flot grateful?"

Loua lifted bier child's face to mine sud kissed me.
toil you," raid she, putting ho bead against rny cbOUlde
For it must hie remernbered that Loua bad not ba~
brougbt Up in s mauner ta make ber eutiroly cbildiO5 J
there was that innocent grsvity about ber we afteu be
in children wbo bave bad responsibilities tbrown tipe
them eanly. Aud she spoke the English lauguage imper~'j
foctly, of course, thongli she bsd been sent ta scbool, $0
couhl nead s littie in aur longue. Witb al Ibis, il 0 jMX
hie said she was an intelligent, syrnpatbetic cbild q'1'i
ta adapt berseif ta circurnstauces, especially wbene W
bearts prepared the way for hier. This is the substance 0
whitsthie taid me:

"When I 55W my papa strike graudma, sud ssW b
fall, I kuew she was killed, sud 1 was afrsid papa W0

0
l

kilI nie tea, sa I screa.ied sud rau away. It was a
cald uight, you kuow, sud suaw was au the ground '

had no place ta go sud get wsrm sud sleep, so I wandO'
through the streets a long timo. I raw s policeman,
wauted ta ask hirn ta belp me, but 1 wss afraid aifhim, y
was 50 big sud rough laoking. At last 1 began ta "
sud didn't know wbat ta do ; sb I cat down on a t
sîoop iu the snow sud cried myseif almost ta sleep. L
rnust have been ridnight, sud I wss very cald. Aftet
bad rat thiere a long âmne a largo German womau CSPO- -
sloug sud said ta me: ' Whist-is the matter, eisey ?'"
I told ber I was cold sud bungry. She asked me 5"
mare questions sud I answered tbem, but I didn't 557 0
thiing about whist papa hiad doue, for I was sfraid tO -

it ; sud finally chie took me borne with ber. She livecd
s toeneut bouse where wo hiad lived once, sud she gSV.ý
me sometbiug ta est sud put me in bed, sud sooriI
wss fast asloep. The uext mur uiug 1,heard thepeP
talking about the murder af my graudmaîher ; of c0l1

thiey did nat cail bier that, but I knew wbat tbey eaid ý
I was afraid that tbey would fiud ont from me tbat 1
there sud saw il ; sa, afîen dinuer, about ane o'clockyIt
swsy and began ta walk about in the stnoote again. As Iiigbt
came ou I wanted ta get as fan as I could from tbatOPS
place, so I waiked down Eighthi Avenue ta 23rd Street
thon across ta Third Avenue, sud thon dowu îown
until I came ta Stuyvessnt'Square. 1 ws waiking l' Rt:>

of the big churchi out there wbeu I stopped sud read t<ei
sigu in big white leîterc at tho outrance. This i t a
raid : Corne in ; rost sud prsy.' Thie doors wcre fo,
sud the churchi was ligbted Up. 1 stood there lookiDg 1 >ý
the words ou the sigu, sud finally I ssid : ' Well, if Vol' ""
me ta came in sud rost, I wili, but I can't pray doi
kuow whist that meaus. I bave nover been in s chu'rO b
fore.' Sa I weut in sud climbed up oU nn of thie seats'A
first I feit uuesy sud afraid thioy would put me out, but #
people wbo came in pssed me sud loaked at
srnules on their face;su d noue of tbem spoke ta me.
thie music began sud I liitened ta thiat, bu.. directly S *-
gat Up sud began ta taik, sud I was s0 tired and C 4PL.ý
juet tucked myceif up in a corner sud wenîta leep. TIF~
uext tbiug I kuew thie people were alI going out, the 040~
wvas playing, sud a nice, kind-looking gentleman was too?.
iug ovor me sud telliug me ta wake up aud go home
wba do you cuppoce thiat was?" hie broke offa
Iaokiug up at me with a cuppressed smile au ber face o. ,ý

9 1I canuot possibty buagine, " raid I, in sncb a wal '
make hier cee my exsggoratiou.

Iwas my dear uew papa 1 " she exclaimedbèlg
from rny arms sud ruuning ta ber good parent, and
ing.hier arms arouud hic neck.

IlShe bas told you ber part ai the stary," said thie
cbeeked little wornan, ber new mother, "lbut sbe basg'
told you aur part of it. My busbsnd sud I bave bce eA'
ried over tbirty years. We bave hiad anly anecCb!l~j~
dsughter Whio had dark hair sud eyes like Lena'5 *W9
chie resembied ber fathier very muchi. She grew t aa
beautiful young womau, but we had thie risfortunetO
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