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Increnseti mcmbership, marc generc-:, contribu-
tiens, greaten efforts in xvorking for thîe Malster, tire
geeti signs ofspirituai lite nnd grawth ia grace. Tiiese
last arc the elements et congregational presperity.
WVitlueut tdiesel stistaincti external progrcss is ipos-
sible. V'itiî their prescace, biesseti wark, can bc
accamipiisbcd. For tiiese andi ail real gondti n dtlî
ChuncIt, tite must be ihumblc dependeace on the
Divine Spirit anti truc consecratien te Him wbo is
ixeati oven ail things te His Churci,, anti whc, will yet
make Zion a praise in dte cartia.

77L J1'EEK OF FR4 YER.

OuiJECTIeN te tlic centinuance ofthde WVcck cf l>rayer
coames from an unleokcd-tor quarter Hati tliosc vuec
arc bostile or indifférent ta living religion sougbt to be-
!ittle or condemil the observance et dtlî WVck cf lFrayer
tbrougliout dte venld :t wouid have occasiorcd uittle
surprise, but iliat a grave arraignanent shieult bc madie
by Dr. George F. Pentcest, otaîl nien,- an evangelis-
tic vorker endoweti tith great potvcr anti fervcncy cf
spiit-is surprising. The mîain objection lie uarges
is that the services connecteti with the WVcck et Prayer
bave become stifland forinai. Tlait s.asan whiclî for
neanly a quarter of a century lias bccn regandeti as su
precieuis wliercvcr Clînistians arc te be found bas, bc
thinlcs, crystallizeti ie forrnalisrn, and il would appa-
ncntiy cause huai little regret. vere it forthwitlî te
cease its existence. Fornîalisin is a bad tbing, a deati-
ening thing wherever ir is founti, but the besé remedy
surely is net te seek the destruction ot the institution
te which it atihenes in entier te secure its extermina-
tien. The finest occan steamer may occasionally be
rctartied by the atibesion of barnacles. Nobody would
dncam et getting rid et tbem by the destruction et the
vessel. The simpler metlioti woulti be their remnovai
by the ordinary precezss et scraping tbeni oùi.

No institution, however useful it rnay have been in
rte past, is catitîcti te exemption frein criticismi. It
ils usefuiness is gone, or if that usefulness is un-
paireti, il is a gond service te make thte tacts mrant-
fest. Highly as the Week ot Prayer bas been prizeti
in past years, great and blesseti as have been thxe re-
sults foliowintr its observance iu many landis, if it lias
nov ceaseti te be a gooti tlîing and become lropelesbiy
bad, let it be shown if sucb be the case. It is cer-
tainly net se nccognized. The WVeek of Praý et ducs
net atrract the deep intreest anti attention ir dit in
carlier years. But then it is ne longer a novclty. In
the religieus as in cother spixenes it cantnr be ques-
tionet that many people are captivateti by v. bat
is nexv and unusuai. In itself, bowet'er, ibis woulti
bc an unsatisfactory reason for the abolition ot the
WVeek et Prayer.

The reasons tbat liave comniendeti titis biessed in-
stitution are se numerous and influentiai that it woulti
be ditficult te cenvince Christian commenrities, ail over
thxe earrh, ilhat tliey %vere doing wrong in meeting wîih
their tellov-Cliriians et ail Evangelîcal Churches,
and uniting 1in earnest supplication fer blessing te
the Churcx andtihie world. Rcrnembering howv the
WVeek cf Prayer originaret, it would surely be a mat-
ter et deep regret andt disappoinîrnent if the scattereti
bandis et missionary labouners, in ail lands, sheulti be
torceti te say : Il vas a tieligluttul and chcening
rlaought, bringing into puise.bcat witx the communion
et saints, the whole bousehelti et faitli, te knout tixat
ail Cbristcndoin utas interceding for biessing on the
IMasterls w.rk in whiclî ve are engageti, and for us;-
but, they say, these meetings are becoming teei furmal

rand must be given up ; hoiwever that anay be, it is a
seriausloýs ta us. Diti ne other reason allerthlaa the
support the week et concerteti prayer bas given te the
noble army et inissienaries, that alone %vouiti afford
ample gnounti fer its cantinuance.

Whatce~zr abuses,-whatever weakuesses, hiave en-
twincd tbcmselves around tbis cberished institution,
let them be caretully inquineti inro, anti removeti as
speediy as passible. Feut that have taken an inter-
est, anti enjoyeti J âe services in cennectie:,j wiîix one of
the înest biesseti seasens et the year, andi onc ot the
distinctive fecatures ot modem Christianity, wili tlîink
aot entertaining a proposai fer t;it. abolition of rte

jWcek ef Prayer. lagmeas got

eRFLSO LANGLEY, of the Alleghany Observa-

the othier of siltver, trom the Royal Sociery et London,
in recognition et the importance of bis discoveries in
light anti heat.

S>3o0ohs .111b t~a3Its
Rouait, A CLEVER Dor,. A truc r-tory et lais life.

1W Mrs, Jarvis. ýEcinburgh. Oliphant, Anderson
& Ferrier.,ý Nlost tiiltiren arc tend ot animais, anti
dogs ancgeaieral favounites. The littIt bok centains
an iateresting (log stery, thxe autiior cf i takang
special cane tu nulrc,tte the lesson et kindncess te
aninuals.

T*iF.po, IAi-Rv AND Ci.FRicji. REcoRD.
l'reparcd by Louis 1-l. Jordan, bI.A., B.D. tMNont-
re.il . W. l)rysdalc & Co.>-Tbis most vaiuabie anti
timc-saving tiqnual lias reaclaed uts thard editacu. Net
beiîîg clcnomntienal, ir is et use te ail nmisters. No
one %%lie lias already used at %voulti thînk et bcaug
%vithout il.

iAR,(LAND HOME%[ LI'E Ily T. De %Vitt
Talitiage, D.II. (Ëdinburgh : Oliphant, Andcrson
& Fcrrior.>-D)r. Ta r~g' cceutly publîshei %vork,

The'lîe Marriage Ring," lias attaincti a vide popuianily.
An evideuce et :lits as dtix publication under the titie
îluat heatis tItis nîotice, cf a vcry liandsome editiait cf
the werk by dte enterprising finit cf Editburgla pub-
lislters.

A 'MANum,î ot' iTuE ENTIRE GEoGRMAîv11 OF
SCaî;'rUîE. By Professer I-. S. Osborn, LL.D.
(Oxfordi, Ohtio - Oxford Map Pubiishing Ca.i-Thîs
little manual convcys niuch information ia short
ceînpass. Vtîxre arc notices ot reccat discovenies.
anti the accepteti prenuinciatien is stîppiieti. Tîtere
is aise a nunmber of cîcar anti distinct mails which
tvill be found helpful te searchers et thxe Sacreti Scrip-
turcs.

IN DrFENCE OF TIIF FAaTif. By Alcxander
Oliver, B3.A. (Edinburgix: Oliphant, Anderson andi
Ferrier.)- Mn. Olivenjis paster of Regeat Place Unitedi
Presbyterian Churcla, Glasgowv. He is a close andi
clcar logiral reasoer, anti is tboraugxly cenversant
wvitli notcru apelogetics. Tie present valuable îîenk-
freu, luis pen is net ivever scboiastic. in the orduatary.
sense et the terni. The substance ef il tvas delivereti
as a stries et lectures, te popular audiences. The
lectures utere thigiily appreciatid, anti have been pro-
ductive et great goond. Thouglîttul, young rnees,
as well as otliers, yuil be grearly benefateti anti de-
liRited witb the book.

AN ALCONQUIN MAiDEN. A Romnanceof thecEanry
Dnys et U pper Canada. By G. Mercer Adam anti A.
Etixelivyn Wetlucralti. (Montreal . John Loveli &
Son ; Tarante: Xiliamson & Co.'j-There as an im-
pression tixat Canada anti ail ils belcngiugs are an-
teusely pnosaic. The appearante of thib vçeli-tolti taie
ot thxe caniier days et satlement as an indication et
the nicît andi comparatively unwraugbr mine et
fiction andi ronmance vixicli CÇanada pessesses. The
srery ofet rixe Algonquin Maiden " is tlid %vît exq,
site skill anti literary excellence. Cixaracter as Iravn
wirix a force anti treedom iluar corne frein keen anti
discniminative observation. The ineveanut et tbe
book is quit anti undemonstrative, but thxe interest
deepens tili the clirnax is reaclteti in thte IlPassang et
\Vantia." The political struggles et the rime te wich
the story relates are nanratcd vith candeur, taîrness
anti irnpatiality. As a uthole, rixe book is a xvortby
addition tu Canadian literature.

THE CIIURC11 AND THE CO%.uMONWEALl'. Dis-
cussions.anti Oraitions an the Questions of the Day.
By rixe Rcv. %Villiamn Cochrane, D.D. (Brantford:
B3radley, Gannersan & Co.).-Besides bcing an car-
nesr anti iar'l-working Christian minister, Dr. Coch-
rane is a c-.heartud±t, liberal-mintieti Christian
parie. Every question et public cencern affecting tixe
truc prospenity of the commonwealth is a malter ef
dieep interest te lîim. He tees net preac ier nonuos
he vnite politics, but he treats public questions in a
broati and compreixensive Christian spirat tvhen be
feels in tuty calleti upen te give utterance by voace ar
peut ta bis convictions. The gootly-sizei t'alunie
recenrly issti teals wih questions of vital intenest
te the iveil-bcîng et our lime. Thxe subjects cein-
priset inl thie farst part are Il Christian Citizenship,"
"Capital anti Labeur," IlPopular Amnusernts,yi
&Scepia Objections te Prayer,' M anks et a Genu-

cevtival,, IlIs the Chunch cf To-Day Aposrolic?"l
IlThanksgiving Mletnities." Thxe Biographical Dis.
courses are very attractive. Tixey inclue.e "iMartin
Luther" " l lThemas Carlyle," "Geeng.., Brouta,"
Presitients Lincoln, Garfieldi anti Grant. The ethet
sectXons et the work treat admirably et I "Ciaracten
anti Culture." " Religiun antithe State -anti IlChrist's
Kingdom-Its Giory anti Perperuity.'> The bock can-
netfailta be reati vith prefit anti elight. It may be
atiteti -that, thé wonk is adorned witb a number cf

1 illustrations.

FIIE MI.1SSIOVA R Y I URLDA

5ttNIy AND TiUr 1KlNGUGOM OF~ CHRiST.

PInd lias laid tapon Christian nations thc work of
ev. ingelizing the hicatlîcn wvorld. He bas laid on us the
ilitty or rlîristiaîîizing out ovin hecathen, and under
-;urh cý,nditior.s that the obligation presses with an
nwerwbcleming urgency. If ibis duty %vcre .- ,:epted by
ail Christians, the burden would rect lightly upon ecd,
but great multitudes in dte Clburcb arc shirking ai rc-
spnnsibility. So far as dte work uf missions is con-
cerned, these members of the houscheld of fiib arc
Inungers. The unatitlîful niany throw unnatural bur-
dens on dte faithtul fewv. Under thcsc circumstanccs
lie wlho wvould bc faitlaful must arccpt sacrifices %wbîcli
%vould net otherwise bc his duty. Tliat is, the principle
zilways and evetrywlîcre applicable, that ttc arc under
obligations to make the wisest use cf cvery penny,
binds hian te a use cf bis nîcans which, if cvcry Cbrî,.
tian did bis diuy, wvould net bc nccssary. Notwith-
standing all thec sacrifices made by sorme, tbcrc are
vaçt multitudes which dt e stablislicd channels of
benieicence have placed %vitbîn our rcacb, who arc
starving for the bread of lite. As long as titis is truc,
must net bigb uses of nîoney yicld te dt highest?

Thxe gentral acccptance, by the Cliurctî, of the,
Cbristian prmnciple that cvery penny is te be uscd in
the way that %vould best honour Ged would cause
ecery channel of benevolence te everflw its banks,
and occasion a blesscd freslhet et salvation tbreugliout
tihe world. "BIut," says some orec," Iltlîat principle
deniands daily scîf-deniial." Undoubtcdly ; and that
tact is thxe Mlaster's seal set te ils trulli. "'If any
man ivill ceule atr Me, let bim dcny bimself, and
laite up bis cross daily and tollov Mcl."-Luke ix. 23.

One wbo believes t hat cvery dollar belongs te Ged,
and is te be used for bian, will net imagine tha- he
lias discharged ail obligation by Ilgiving a tenth te
dt Lord." One %vie talks about tbc ilLord's tenth"i
probably thintzs about "' bis own"i nine tenîlis. Thc
I ucstion as niot wvhat proportion bclongs te God. But,
having given ail te Hinm, %vlat proportion will best
honour 1-uni by being applicd te the uses ot myscîf
and fanil, nd 'iba proportion wvili best boneur
Hiim byý beini appiicd te benevoient uses? P ecause
necessities difrer tbis proportion will differ. One
mari las a small income andi a large family ; anoîher
bas a., large incorne and no family at ail. Mâani-
ïestly the proportion wluch %vill best lienour Goti by
being applit 4 ta benlevolence is mucb larger in the
one case than in tbe othier. God, therefore, requires
a diflerent proportion te be thus applied in the two
czses. If men's needs varicd dircctly as tbcir iii-
cornes, il might, pet' .jps, be practicable andi reasen-
able te fix on sortie definite prupurtion as due tramn
ail to Christian andi benevolent tvork. But, wh1ilt
men's wants are quite apt te grow wvitb tbeir incorne,
their needs de net. A man wlîose incarne is $500 mnay
have thie same neetis as bis ncigbbour wbose incarne
is $50,0o.

There are multitudtà *in the land, wbo, after having
gi.,en ant tentb ef nicir increase, anagbr fare sumptu-
ou sly cvery day, gratty etcry %vhim, and live %vilb
dtlî rost lavish expenditure. Would that fulil tbe
law ef Christ, Il 1Ç any mani will cerne after Me, ]et
hini dcny irniself, andti tke up bis cross daily, andi
foliow M\e."

There is aln.tys a tcndency te substitute termi for
spirit, rules for principles. Il is se mucb casier te
contunn the conduct te a rule thant te make a prin-
cipie informi the %vitle lite. Moses prescribed rules ;
Christ inculcateti principlcs-rules for chiltiren ; pria-
ciples for men.

The law et titlies ivas given %vben the race was ini
its chiltihooti, andi t) relations of rnoncy te the king-
dont of Goti wLtrc .ically différent from wbat they
are now. The lsr dite 'vas net helti responsible for
the conversion of the world. Money had ne such
spiritual cquivaients then as new ; it titi net repre-
sent the salvation of the hieathen. The Jew was re-
quired simply te make a provision fer bis own wor-
ship ; and its limited demand miih appropriateiy bc
met by levying upon a certain proportion cf bis in-
crease. Palestine was His %vorlti anti His kindreti
the race ; but, under the Cliristian dis ensatien,_tbe
woriti is eue country, anti the race aur Erndred. The
nceds of the %vend to-day are boundless; bence
cvery raan's obligation te supply at net. as the fui!

i-.asune cf bis ability; net one-tenth, or any.other
fi.. ein cfit. Anti ne one exercises that fui! measure
until he bas sacrificed.

By ail means let there be system. It isas valuable
in giving as in anything eîse. Propeortionate giving
te benevoience is bath neasoinable and scriptural-
"9as Gct bath praspereti." It is well te fix on sanie
proportion of inconie, less titan iwhich ive wiii nlot
givc, andi then bring expenses %vithin :hc limit jusr
laid tiewn. But viten this proportion bas been gîven
-bc it a tenth, or flfth, an haif-it dees net failow'
necessarily thg duty hcsbeen fuly dnce. There an.
be fount i n ruies ne substitute for an benest punpose
anda consccrated heart.-Joiali Strong, D.D **


