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For THM CANADA PRKSRYTERIAN,
THE MASTER'S CALL.

BY JOHUN INRIK, TORONTO,

Go work to-day 1 the fields are white to view,
The hatvest truly great, the labourers few ;

To yuu the call fs given, teapers obey !

Work mightily, swhile yet "tls called to day!
The night appioncheth when no man can work,
Atul sin an-l‘ vice do in the datkness lurk,

The fiells are many anid the world is wide,

(Ver trackless forests, desetts, s:ormy tide,
Proclatm gkat fore which makes all mankind kin,
Ansd saves the soul tugh steeped (n direst sing
W lich frees the ca. 1ive, gladdens the oppressed,
And lea ds the ctaing o the Savivur's breast ;
Whicte pardoning merey, luve and joy ate given
To make this earth a sweet forcisste of heaven.
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PRACTICAL METHOIS OF SOUL SAVING.

DY REV. WALTER M, ROGER, M.A,, LONDON,

‘This subject might be considered as embracing
every departinent n?thc minister’s, and, indeed, of the
Church's work, from the lirst step toward the con.
version of the sinner to the final perfecting of the
saint.  But the limits of the occasion forbid, and for
this rcason : ourattention is for the present confinad
to the mceans of sccuring the conversion or, more cor.
rectly, roveneration of sintul men—for this reason
simply, and not because methods of progress in holi.
ness might not be included as of o urdinate impor-
tance. Partly for the same reason, 1 purposely omit
fac subject o? prayer, and partly because of the essen.
tially subordinate and distinct pssivun it occupies
among practical methods of soul-saving  understand
ing thus last term in the sense just indicated. True
prayer is indispensable to the worker. It is God's
appomnted means of sewuting the Holy Spirit's pre-
sence and power.  Much prayer will be offered for the
sinner, often doubtless i his presen: ¢, but it is to be
feared a scrious error  practical, if not theoretical—is
frc(iucmly tmade in scenes where the salvation of
souls is carnestly sought, in putting an amount of
dependence upon prayer with the sinner for his en.
trance into hght and liberty, which were far better
placed upon the direct commenication, in its adapta
tion to his carcfully ascertained condition, of that truth,
the knowledge of which, Christ has promiscd, shall
make men free. 1t will greatly help to give cleamness
and definiteness to our work, to bear in mind that, so
faras weknow, itis Gospel truth which the Holy Spirit
employs, as His word scems to indicate, * to con-
vert the soul,” * makiny it wise unto salvation, threugh
faith that is in Christ Jesus" Were confirmation of
this view necessary, it may suffice to indicate the line
of argrmceut by such quotations as : “ \Vithout faith it
is impossible to please God.” ** Faith cometh by hear-
ng, and hearing by the Word of God.” “ Venly, verily,
1 say unto you, #e taal heareth 3y sword, and believet):
on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting hife, and shall
not come 1nto condemnation, but s passed from death
unto life.” * Hethat believeth not the Son shall not sece
life, but the wrath of God abideth on himn.” Instru-
mentally then, our dependence must be on the \Word,
and for the present our uttention 1s narrowed down to
the best pracucal methods of bringing 1t home to the
unsaved. The first of these in order, if not in unpor-
tance, will be:

1. Thedaradation of the Scriptures. In regard to this
important method of enlightening a darkened world,
it 15 pleasing to kaowz that the Lhurch of Christ hasin
a large measure been awakened to her respor ability
and 15 engaged 1n sending forth the Word of God
about 300 different languages, and in rapidly increas-
ing numbers, alrsady aggregatung several mlhions
annually. All who have the glory of God and the
best interests of their fellow-men at heart will prayand
labour for the continued progress of this blessed
work, till every man, in every fand, may read for him.
self the story of God's love and grace. May God
hasten the day ! Following i natural order,

1L, Gospel preacking would naxt claim our atten-
tion, as a God-appuirted and God-honoured method of
saving souls. Censidering the great commission of
Christ to His people, * Go ye into all ihe world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature,” ene cannot
wonder at the uniscrsal prevalence of this method,
and the dependence placed upon it, especially in view
of the preamble, “All power is given unto Me in
heaven and n carth.  Go ye therefore,” ctc., and the
yromise appended, Lo, 1 am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world.” Our wonder rataer i
that, in view of these things, greater result. do nat
attend the faithful labours of the vast host rogaged in
the work. \Why this should be se, is a question receiv-
ing constane considernuion from most ecarnest and
able mean, and it mayseem presumptuous on iy part to
hope to throw fresh light upon the subject, but in a fra.

ternal council hike this,® I may be allowed to eraphasize |

* This paper was prepared for the Ministerial Association
of Loondon, Ont.

l some points,theimportance nf which have been impres.

sed upon me by long study and extended observation .
(1) Atirstessential tosuccess in the preacher is strong
futh, aristng from clear and profound conviction that
“the faolishness of preaching® is the chosen plan of
the All.wise and Almighty for the accomplishment of
ths great purpose of salvation, and that to him-

worthless worm llluug‘h he be--“is committed a dispen.
sation af the Gospel,”  Paul indicates that this was
largely the secret of s success. He magniticd Ias
office as “an ambassador for Christ.” Everywhere
hie took lis stand upon this, and said and showed that
he * was not ashamed of the Gospel of Chirist, for it
1s the power of Gotl unto salvation to every one that
believeth.”  Such a faith inspires a courage and con
tidence, which are half the Lnulc. How can such a
man fal, provided aliways ke go the right way (0
ark 7 This thought chould make us exceedingly wate

ful of our hines ofaction. Hence iy second point . 2;,
d.finiteness of aim. 1 the preacher’s great olyect isto
attract the crowd, or to inculcate ethics in the social,
comiercial, or political sphere, he will adapt his
measures accordingly.  If it be o edify believers (of
course, a large llmn of the pulpit Iabours of a pastor
must be directed to this classy, he will choose and
treat hus themes with this spcua‘ object in view. But,
to save sinners, he must preach to sinners as such,
carcfully secking to enhighten the understanding,
awaken and convince the conscicnce, and persuads
the heart to trust and love the Saviour,  This, of
course, we all know but do we all do i, and perse.
veringly depend upon it for success?  Can we be too
definite in our aim, too careflul in the selection of the
particular shaft from our quiver to suit the special
purpose or class of hearer in our view, or too con-
fident, then, that the Spirit of God-—af we are trusting
Hin—will give "1 every bullet as buller,” where
He intends 1t 1o lodge s But the abseace of visible
results is very disr ouraging, and mans lusc faith
the simglc Gospel of the cross and resort (0 novelties,
or put their strength anto cthical preaching.  Is tlus
wise or right 2 Should we not recogmze the evidence
of thecontinued fitness of the Gospel for the nceds of
man in the success of such men as Spurgeon, who are
pre-cannently Gospel preachers?  Would it be night
to silence uncasiness with the thought of God's
sovereignty, and the necessary imperfection of pre-
sent conclusions as to results 2 Weuld it not be more
becomung humbly to reconsider methods and aims?
Am I not warranted in asking 1f I aun a reaper in the
harvest of my Lord, am I nut mcant to know the
reaper’s joy?  Surcly He did not pronuse me souls
for my hire without meaming that 1 should at least
receive here below a liberal amount of the great
reward to be fully given hercafter ?

(7o be continued.)

THE CHEISTIAN WALAK,

A true Christian walk is a reproducing in our lives
of the rightcousness which is already ours in Christ.
Joined to the Lord by faith, we become * partakers of
His holiness.” But not that thercby we may be ex-
empted from the necessity of personal holiness. It is
ratlier that such personal holiness may have a new
ang hi_her obligation, since it has a new possibility.
The double purpose of our union to Christ must never
for a moment be forgotten, nor its heavenward and
earthward aspects for an instant scparated in our
apprehension. Itis in order that we may beas He is
in the re koning of God, a..d equally that we may be as
He is before the eyes of men. ¢ No condemnation to
them that arc in Christ Jesus” is onc phase of this
blessed truth. Buat, O believer, forget not the other,
lest you bring upon yourself the cursc of a dry and
Larren Antinomianism . *‘created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.” The branches are the product
and the measure of the roots, the one spreading as
widely as the other strikes deeply. And how solemn
the obligation resting upon those who sre as truly
rooted in Christ to reach forth their branchss and
cover that arca of good works which they have under-
faid, and, so to speak, pre empted by their faith. Qur

rivileges in Jesus are glorious beyond comparison.
Yiut they are awful when we rcmcmﬁer that they are
the pledge and measure of our obligations. Never
before on earth, or perkapsin heaven, was one ex-
alted to utter so great a word as this, Iin Christ. Yet
if we know its meaning we shall pavse lest we speak
it lightly or unadviscdly, for “ He that saith he abideth
in Him ought himsclf also so to walk, even as He
walked.’—A4. §° Gerdon, D.D., in Christian at Work.

THE POWER OF A LIVING BIBLE.

Nowhere is it more true than in the Chnstian life
that actions speak louder than words. A young man
had become an infidel, and would no longers d the
printed Bible, but he could not help secing the fruits
of faith 1 the life of another. We quote from the
Young Men's Christian Magasine ;

In his father’s house a young lady resided, who was
a realtive of the family, Her fretful temper made all
around her uncomfortable. She was sent to a beard.
ing school, and wvas absent some time. While there

she became a true and carnest Christian.  On her
return she was so changed that all who knew her
wonlered and re{niccd. She was patient and cheer-
ful, kind, unseltish and chantable. ~ The hips that used
to be always uttering cross amd bitter wonds now
spake natling but sweet, gentle, loving words,  Her
infidel vousin’_ Geargze was greatly surprised nt this.
He watchod ber clasely for some time, till he was
thoroughty sat.sticd that it was a real change that bad
taken place i asdyoung cousin,  Then he asked her
what had caused l?ns great change,  She told him it
was the grace of God which had made her a Chris-
tran and had changed her heart.

He saud to limself, * [ dont behieve that God has
anything to do with it, though she thinks Ile had.
But it 13 a wonderful change that has taken place in
her, and 1 should like to be as good as she is. I will
he so.” Then he furmed a set of good resolutions,
He tacd to control hus tonpgue and his temper, and
kept a stsis watch oves hanself.  He was allthetime
doing and saying what he did not wish to do and
say. And as he faled tme alter titne, he would turn
and wtudy Ius good cousin’s example.  He would
read thus dadny Hidle, and sud to himself, “How
does it happen that she, who has not as much know-
ledge or us much strength of Character as I have, can
do what 1 can't do? She must have some help that
I don't know of. 1t must be as she says, the help of
God. | willseck that help.  He wentimtohus cham-
ber and prayed to that God whose very existence he
had aemied, He prayed carnestly.  God heard him,
helped hun, and he hecame a Chnstian,

————
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SELFEMADE POVERTY.

I would not say hard words agunst poverty,
wherever it comes, it s bater to ail, but you will
mark, as you npotice carcfully, that while a few are poor
because of unavoudable Grcumstances, a very large
mass of the poverty of London is the sheer and clear
results of profusencss, want of forcthought, idlencss,
and, warst of all, drunkenness. Ah, thatdrunkenness 1
that 1s the master of eyl If you could look at the
homes to-mght, the wretdhed homes where women
will tremble at the sound of their husband’s feet when
he comes home, where little children will crouch
down with fear upon their httle heap of straw, because
the human brute who calls himself “a man™ will
come recling home from the place where he has Seen
indulging lis appette —if you can look at such a sight
and remember st will be seen ten thousand tunes over
tu-might, 1 think you would say, ** God help us by all
means to save some.” Since the great axe to lay at
the root of this deadly upas 1s the Gospel of Christ,
may God help us to hold that axe there, and to work
constantly with it, till the huge trunk of the poison
tree begins to rock to and fro, and we get it down,
and London is saved from the wretchedness and
misery which now drips from every bough.—C. .
Spurgeon,

THE IMPORTANCE OF WOMEN'S WORK'.

Because women'’s work is done for the most part
in the privacy of home we are not for that reason to
undervalue it, or regard 1t as of less importance than
the more public work of men.  In the course of a con-
versation with Madame Campan, Napolcon Bona-
parte remarked. “ The old systems cf instruction
scem to be worth nothing , what is yet wanting that
the people should be properly educated?” * Mothers,”
replied Madame Campan. The reply struck the Em-
peror. “Yes,” said he, **here isasystem of cduca-
titn in one word®  Is there any work done by men
so uscful as that which is done by a good mother ?
The work of the I'runc Minister of England is no
doubt very great, but it may be that the best mother
of England- whoever sheis serves her country even
more. One good mother is worth a hundred school-
masters.  She influences far more than does the
father the action and conduct of the child. When
people grow up and get fiaed habits, clergymen can do
comparatisely little to reform them , but a mother can
harden in goudness the pliable character of her child.
Thus it is that posterity may be said to lic in the
person of the child in the mother’s lap.—Ree. £,
Hardie.

Tk death of the Dean of Chester, the Rev, John
S. Howson, D.D., was announced rceently, In con-
junciton with the late Rev. W, J. Conybeare, he be-
can:2 famous as the author of * The Life and Epistles
of S1. Pan\,” a work that has Provrd of incalculabls
benefit to the students of the New Testament. Dean
Howson was born in 1816, and was, therefore, sixty-
ninc at the time of his death. He was a graduate
of Trin'ty College, Cambridge, Principal of the Liver-

ool Coilege from 1849 to 18635, andin 1867 was made
Dean of Chester.  After “The Life and Epistles of St.
Paul,” his most popular work was “ The Leciures on
the Character of St. Paul,” *The Metaphors of St.
Paul,” “ The Companions of St. Paul,” and “ Medita-
tations on the Miracles of Christ,” ajl of which in
serial form were published in Good 3'ords, a magazine
to which he was a frequent contributor.



