
ROD AND GUN IN CANADA

There is another feature of the mnagazinle
wicîalso requires notice here. li ac-

cordance, no doubt, witli the narked par-
tiality of our XVar Office authorities for a
mnagazinie rifle, whiclî xay on occasion bb
worked as a single loader, Sir Chiarlçs
Ross lias provided lus rifle with a " cut-
off." His coniception of acnit-off is, liow-
ever, in i narked contrast to the freak of
fancy tixat fitted our Service rifle witli the
awful atrocity wlîiclî does duty iii that
respect-except whien it is beîît out of
shape or brokeî off. The cnt-off of the
Ross rifle is worked by an unobtrusive
slde 011 the riglit side of the~ breech-slioe,
whicli siiînply drops the interior of the
ma-.gazuine so that the cfartridge which
happens to be at the top is kept cl -:r of
the boit iii its travel backwards and for-
wards. For single loading, tiien, with
thue cnt-off iii use, niotlîiig reinaiîîs but to
place sinîgle cartridges oxie by oîîe on top
of those lield iii reserve, and to fire themn
separately.

li the interval that lias eusued between
our first inspection of the Ross rifle some
mnths ago, and the trial at which we
were preseîît at the begixîniing of Pecem-
ber, Sir Charles Ross lias îlot been idie.
Sufflcieîît lias surely been written liere to
show that lie lias produced a nîilitary
w'eapon which is absolutely practical in
every respect. aîid on the face of it capa-
ble of being liandled rapidly and easily,
even by coiparatively unpracticed users.
But lie lias further devised for use iu con-
junctiou with this splendid w'eapon a sys-
tenu of carrying anununitioli, that greatly
enhauîces its efficiency. Unifortulnately,
we are precluded at present froni giving
a" detailed description of tlîis systeîîî,
which is not yet fully protected ; but
without breacli of confidence this nuuch
Mxay be stated, that the cartridges are put
Up in se-parate cases inito batelles of five,
ecdi package thus coîistituting a inaga-
zince charge. These cases, w'hich are
mnade in tiii or in cardboard, to suit clim-
atic and other requirenients, are so niade
that a single motion strips off the cover,
and the contents can be poured direct
iiito the magazine. The cases. opeicd
or closcd, can be carried in a bandolier,
and this systeni at once removes one of
the crying evils brouglit to, liglit in the
stiil-enduring Southi Africani War, silice
it is practically impossible to lose ammiu-
nition when miade up in this fasliion.

Having so far deait witlî thc rifle
entirely a.s regards its constructive de-
tails, it reinains to speak of it in opera-
tic»î. As is now well kîîown, the Cana-
dian Goverliieiit lias lately adopted the
Ross rifle for the arînanieît of the Donin-
ion troops. Thisi as ilot doue, however,
wvithiout subiniitting the weapou to tests
whicli wvere probably More sei'ere thani
aily to which a rifle lias lîithierto beeîî
subjectcd. \Ve are îuot at liberty, even
did space permit of it, to give in detail
the nature of tiiose tests, but somxe idca
of tlîeir severity and conîpletcniess nuay be
gatlîered frouî the fact thiat they were
nîodellcd on tic tests of the U.S. Ord-
nance Board, 'with, every additional, rig-
our of detail that iîugeiuuity could devise.
It is enougli to say that the Ross rifle
emcerged satisfactorily from eacli and
every of the series of trials, with the
result tluat the authorities conceriled sig-
nified tlîeir approval iu the inaîilier
alre,-dy iîudicated. More cxtended mii-
tion may be nmade of an endurance test,
made with the rifle tixat we aftcrward
saw and haîîdled. 'This consistcd of the
firing of 5oo rounds inii 1 series of 5o
rounds each. The total tinuie occupied in
actually firing t'le w'liole series amountcd
to i9 minutes 4 seconds, the bcst tinie
for au individual 50 rounds bcing i mti
ute 32 seconds, whici, curiously eiiougli,
happeined to be the last of the series, and
the worst-wh,,Iicli was the first-2 Min-
utes 39 seconîds. Imniuediately on coin-
pleting thîls test, -When the barre]. must
have beeu ncariy re.1-lot and the wood-
work %vas actually charred and smoulder-
ing, tie rifle was tested and foulid to be
iii perfect working order.

The trials made iu our presence were
scarcely of s0 exacting a nature as those
coîiducted iii the Dominion across tie
seae, but they were nevertheless suffi-
cieîîtly thorougli to denioîstrate the re-
inarkable qualifies of the rifle. A certain
number of shots were fired at ioo yards
for diagrani, under circuistauces uxot
particularly favorable to tiat test, but al
the saine the groupiîug showed good re-
suits. It îîay, iii fact, be said at once
that the whole of the trial, so far as the
Ross rifle ivas concerued, took place
under a disadvantage, inasmuclu as Sir
Charles Ross, wio handled the weapon
as denicîustrator, lîad only laîided from
au Atlantic steamer on the previous day,


