6

| 'I‘HEk COLONIAL FARMER.

sel uxed, be properly scalded 0 as to be kept perfecily sweet and
pure, for without this precsution it is fmpossible to make good
butter or checse.  The time has gone by when ane hundred pounds
of hutter or two hundred pounds of cheese was considered a fair
yield from a cow in & season,  With a good selectivn of ruws and
good mansgement, from one hundred and fifty 1o two hundred
pounds of butter, or four to five hundred pounds of cheese may be
made in a scason from cach cow, ‘This has been done, and what
hias once heen dena can be done again, and there is no part of the
country mote favorable fur the pruduction of butter and cheesa than
tha central and northern counties i this State.

From the American Farmer,
PROTECT THE BIRDS.

The terson is nor eome when the birds begin their labore in our
fields and orchards.  Many amongst us are well satisfied of the use-
fulness of these little fellow Iaborers, whilst some are not aware o
their value and permit them to be disturbed or destroyed. For
the berufit of such, the following facts aro stated, and every one is
urged, as ha values his fruit trees and looks for a plentiful harvest,
to extend to the birds the protection they so richly merit,  Let
thosa who inay still doubt, compare the orchards in Medford, Cam-
bridgv, &o. in June, with those in West Cambridge, and Lexing.
ton, where shooting and bird's.cesting are not permitted. Our
most intelligent orchardists ara seiisfied that the absence, in thuse
Jast named towns, of the canker-worm, that pest which has cost so
much labor and expease, and has ruined so many trees, is owing
malnly to the great number of birds which breed, undisturbed, in
our ficlds and orchards.

Let the mischicvous loafers, of whatever age, size, condition, or
color, who roam about our fields with a imusket in their hands, be
dealt with according to law, or driven out like vermin, and we shall
hear no more complaints that orchards are laid wasta by insects and
trees destroyed by mice.

rACTS

#Tha common Cuckoo s almost the only bird which feds on
the caterpillar: he destroys them in great numbers, eating them
voracioutly when they arc full grown.  The numbers of these de-
structive insects that s few Cuckoos, with their young, will destroy,
is incredible,"— Conn. Herald.

% When tha Martine and Swallows were protected,” saysa ere-
fordshire farmer, * the hops blussomed in great beauty, nad the crop
was abundant, whilst there was a gencral failure with my neighbors,
who allowed these birds to be shot and their nests destroyed. " —Jesse,

s Every Crow requires at least one pound of food & week, and
nine tenths of their food consists of worms and inscets ; 100 Crows
then in one seaton destroy 4780 pounds of worms, insects, and

Jarvio ; from that fact some siight idea may be formed of the use- | the winter, caused the clover thus manurcd to be very rank nij
fulness of this much , ersecuted bird, to the farmer."— Muyazine of  forward in growth, and far supcerior to the unmanured parts, whe§

Natural History.

The Blackbird destroys great numbers of grubs, &c. §¢.—** Last
August, I observed cight or ten Blackbirds busily engaged in the
grass-plat front of my house, and the grass where they were scemed
dying, as was hinted, from their mischievous operations—and the
gun was suggested as tho remedy.  Suspecting the object of the
bird's search, I turned up & pieco of turf with the spade, aud found
it literally swarming with grubs of various sizes. I nced not say
that t.ey were allowed to pursue their game undisturbed, and that
the grass.plat soon regained its verdure.  ‘This is another invtance
of the utility of prescrving birds on farms and in orchards and gar-
dens. " Ibid.

“The ow!l renders essentisl service to the farmer, by destroying
mice, rats, and sbrews, which infest houses and barns ; it also catches
bats and beetles.

“ To those who seem inclined to extirpate the Blackbird, Wilson
justly remarks, as a balance against the damage they commit, the
service they perform in the spring , by thei bers
of insccts and their larvae which they destroy, as their principal
food, and which are of kindz most injurious to the hushandman.
Indeed Kalm remarked, that after a great destruction made among
these and the common blackbirds fur the legal reward of three pence
a dozen, the Northern States, in 1749, expesienced a complete loss
of the grass and grain crops, which were now devoured hy insects.”

“Up to the time of harvest, I bave uniformly, on dissection,
found their food to consist of these larvae, caterpillars, moths and
beetles, of which they devour such numbhers, that but for this pro-
videntizl economy, the whole crop of grain, in inany places, would
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probably be destroyed by the time it began lo germinate,”  *
** At this season, to repay the gatdener for the tithe of his crop
their natural due, they fatl not soassist in tidding his trees of magy
deadly enemies which infut them, and the small caterpiin e
bectles, and various insects now constituta their only fuod , and jofd
hours at a time they may be seen fecding on the all-despoing
canker-worms, which infest our apple trecs and clms. "= Nuttal §
Oranithnlogy. -
The Doblincoln is perhaps naxt to the Cedar bird or Canadg
Robin, the greatest destroyer of the canker-waim,  Building negd
nest and reating her young under the apple treex, as this bird oftegd
does, she requires an immense number of worms for their susteB
uance just at the time they are the most destructive, 1 have oM
served one of these bifds," says a neighbor, * go round the limbs @
an apple tree in & spiral direction, and destroy in this way ere§
worm on the tree, in an incredibly small ime,  No man csn culf8
culate the valuo of birds on a farm, I have no doubt but they su
me equal to the labor of one man for the season, besidas prescrns
my trees from destruction,” B
It may be safely eaid, that in a country so thickly settled as g
there are no birds, nut exceptingthe hawksand owls, but are vasti
more useful than injurious to man. None of them should, undfy
any pretence, be destroyed.

It is not generall}_lknown. that a few only of thz hawks and oviili
destroy poultty, The rough-legged falcon may be observed g
whole wintee long seated on soime small tree watching for mice, &3
| which be destroys great nuinbers,  Thase who shoot him, or suffild
him to be shat, deserve $o have their trees ¢ girdled,” by thess re
min, Tho marsh hawk, the common Harrier, and indeed all &8
this famlly of birds that comes so fearlessly to our fields
mendows, are equally harmless and useful.

From the Bastern (Malne) Farmer,
SALTPETRE—AS A MANURE.

Much interest is being taken in the use of Saltpetre as a manv
~~thouigh no experiments scem to have been made in this count
of any extent or decisive character, with it.  In Europe, formoring
it scems to have attracted attention, with favorable results, d

George Rimberly communicates the sesult of cxperiments mad
with saltpetre to the Itoyal Agricultural Socicty, as follows .— §

* As to my own expcricnce, it was in the year 1827 that 1 fird8
jused saltpetre in any quantity, and as it is ;iny cunstant practice 8

try cvery artificial o by sume standard of known value,

manured part of 14 acres of sceds in b autumn of 1520 with g
yeart-londs of good dung per acre, leaving a portion in the centre 30

the field to be dressed with saltpetre in tho following spring, It
decomponition of the dung, and the protection it had affurded dunsgy

looked weak and bare. I however waited till the clover had jufy
begun to grow, and then, aftes haviog reduced the saltpetre o ¥
fine powder, it was suwn by hand on the land left for that pur e
In about a fortnight from that time I went to cxamine it, sfff
could see distinctly where the saltpetre had been used ; it alraddP
surpassed the part manured with horse-dung in the breadth of i
leaves, and richness of ats color, which was changed to a very dufge
green, and it continued through the scason to grow with a lutar
ance of vegetation that produced a very large crop of clover, quigy
equal, if not superior to that of We horse-manure; nor could
distinguish any differunce in tho walue in the succceding crop g
wheat. “Che 2altpetre was used at she rate of 1 cwt, per acra; cosf
26s. 6d. in London, carriage andsowing included, about 29s. pg
acte. The expense would have leen much increased had not (4
field been near the farm.  The tris] was on sandy Jand of moders§f®
quality. I could add a great number more experiments, whic
would be but a repetition of the atove, and I have used it on spry
corn with equal Ialso r ded it to a friend, wb
tried it on oats, barley, and grass, ind a few wecks after the appl@@
cation ¥ had an opportunity of inspecting the crops, which weq)
considerably higher and of amuch carker green where the saltpets
bad been used than the other patts o the fields, and wore yudged
contain from 8 to 12 bushels of con more per acre.  Its cffeclf
were equally striking on the meadiw. It was used at 1 covt. p@.
acre.”
Another experiment is given by tiec Easl of Zetland, he say
“In May last I sent a ton of the atrate of soda from London 8
Upleathum, in the Nosth Riding of Yorkshite, I directed that §




