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unaccustomed vestrnts, always trying to, eyes used ouly to a àomewhat stiff
and colourless attire, has been, accoînpanred by an. obtrusive introduction of
new, perhaps suspected& attitudes, postures, Ltnd actions; by interruptions of
the ivonted service ivhich though addressed 'at once to, the sensos of silit,
sound, and smnell, challenge to, themnselves notice and criticism, in ail of which
there lias been ne advance by insensible gradation, but rather a studiod display
of largo and rapid change; uext, there lias been ne general preparatien of
meu's îninds for such alterations. Ail, 1 sqppose, would admit that in mest,
if flot ail. of our parishi churches tlîe introduction of' these new rites would be
startling end disturbing, wve rnay even say offensive, Dot enly te a few% jealous,
ignorant, and narrow-minded persons, but te the great mass of our sober-
minded and devout worslîippers. Thus, instead of findingy the ground prepair-
ed for theni, theyvwotuld nocossarily repel tliose (and they Mwould be tho many)
to wvhom they weuld be offensive, and may ho net furtlier four that they would
toe often tend te draw thema frein the Gfeat .Objoct te, the more vehticle of
worship te many of those te whom they wvere welcoei?%

-- Further, are tlîére about this introduction thoso marks of God's leading
whichi should precode, or at least aecompany, sucli changes ? 1 cannot trace
thein. IRather 1 sec ceunter-indications. For the wbrking- of' the unseen
Spirit whichi fashions and meulds the external aspect of the Church mnust
surely ho. traced by inest orderly devclopm7nts, or God were net thec God of
erder. Se I think it lias been in that marked risc lu the tene eof our Wevices
whicli lias distinguished the last thirty ycars. The choral wersliip which
survived under the shelter of autherity in -our Cathedrals hias spread te one
afte'r another of our parish clinrehes, as the parishioners became fitted for the
change:* Whole districts have been leavenod gradually with a highier idea
and practice of ivorship. With 'that bas cerne a greater outwvard exhibition,
and, I verily believe, a quickened inivard spirit of reverence towards holy
thing,,s, apid in religlous services. Faith iu God's presenco and gifts lias growu-
equally with the exterual manifestations which, bolong te and confirni themi,
until seme, at lcast, of those without 'have been constrainied te, faîl doivu and
coufess that God is with us of a truth. But eau we wvith any like confidence
claim lus ivorking lu these later changes ? We have seen alrcady htlç
of that character of gradualness wlîich is a, cerrelativo of growth. Are thoy
net wanting in ether almost equally sure indications of tlîc presence of luis
baud whe is the &uthor and the restorer of ail goed? Have they the marks of
being, like ail strivings of the life..gi:ving, Spirit in nature and iu grace, cern-
mou anid diffusive ? Again, have they with theni, I will not say the-euceu-
ragrement, ,but-eveu the clear allewaqiee of living authority.whether iu office orlu th e'twhc ahrsl n hurch round wisdom, learuing, and holi-
ness ? Is it net, on t.hé centrary, a matter of' netericty, that they are
eminently sectional, if net individual iu their use; and that they have been

maily ifitroduced, semetimes clearly by the rash, and generally by the yeung
and the ùrdeutý agrainst the wishes of-the sober-minded, and the advice of those
whoin Me has appointed overseers of the flock.

IF the world fini ne Cinît with'yeur rdiion, depend upon it yen have very
little. There must ho mnueh eenformity te the world in your eharacter, net any
improvernent in it ; ferget net, thýjýa1 heurt is new aud ever will be, eumity.
against Ged.


