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CAIFIIE DANC>E.
My Dear Young Friends,-Your at-

tention is occasionally directed towvard.s
Cafl'reland iii the Magazine, w~hicli is
specially intended for your in.itruction
respecting the darkc places of the carth.
I arn amongst the natives of thiat bc-
nighited land at present ; anci %vbile
gr*jeving nt the rnany scenes of their
degradation wbich, 1 arn callcd upon to
wvitriess from lime t0 time, il bas ofien
occurred to me, tirat if yoi wvere to, se
soine of their customs, and the manner
in wvhich they act, you ivouhl rot only
be more thankfui. to God for the glorious
privileges whichi tire Gospel confers
upion you, but that your sympathies
would, on that very accouint, be more
poverfully calied itto oPeration (in thoir
behaif.

An Abakweta Dancer.
Last week, whilst itinerati ng amongst

the Caffre kraals, 1 found nearly every
one of tbem deserîed ; ami, on inquir-
ing, I was told that they wvere nt the
celebration of an IlAbakweta Dance."
I directad my steps towards the place,
and, ohn the side of a hili, the scenp.
which 1 have endeavored to sketchi

for your iiiiderbtanding the dan ce better,)
l)resente(l itself to v'iev. My foeingq~
tvere very clifWre rît I'roin those whicli
seemced to animnate thea assembled mul1 1
ti t ide. A true. lieu rted Chbristia n should,
neyer thinki of joining in those great~
balis or dances %vhich are soinetimes
lbeld in Scotland ; and in Cafiaeland, if
any person refuses to take iris share iii
this national customn, hae is suspected of
flot being a ture.heartedl Cafl're. The

Abakwe'tas " were sturping and
twi'sting, and sbaking their strangciy-1
decorated persons in1 a great varicty of
ways. Somec of tbem, wcre w"hite-
washcd, wiii others, in order to dis-
titiguishi theni on account of their skiii,
ivere spotted lika so many leopards.

At one side stood a party of wornen
in their full native dress, beating ivitir
sticks irpon a dried bide, wvhicb they
accompanied witlî a kind of chanting.
Numnbers of oihier %voinen wvere 4itting
on the grouind, avaiting their turn to beat
on the hiide, and keep up ihe inspiring
chant. Occ ' sionally their ranks wvere
put into disorder by an IlAbakveta"'
coming into tire midst of them, and
tsiashing with the flexible rod which is
in their band. One oid wvoman, who
would have been înuch better employed
in looking after ber great-grandclrildren
at home, wvas ludicrously trippin)g along
%vith a stick in hand, in order to teach
the b"boys" how to, stamp their feet and
shake tbeir bodies. A great number of
men %vere s(iuatte(l on the ground, or
seated or lyisig in ail inannr. of attitudes,.
gazing iili intense delight nt thre
dancers, ivhile others ivere sbouîing
arid ciapping their hands, as louel as
any do ut thie anitics of"IMerry An-
drw' ut a country finir.

My presence wvas by no means re-
liied. It was useless for me tri praach
on sirci an occasion. 1 couild onlysay
a fewv words, flîst to one group, and
then to anotber. Someoftlheinsaid they
came tiiere to see tihe dance, anrd not to
worship Goci. 1 said, they did not
knowv that I %vas their friend-that they
must not be impatient, as rnany of tham
having coma from, Tembuland, it wvas,
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