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,wifl tie few zealous ones undertake to approach themn and
say, " We are sorry to itîforin you that yonr usefulness is
gone, and it would be better for ail parties if you would step
down and ont." Tiiese LA~. other dark methiods, not unknoîvn
iii the experience of ministers, are totaiiy unhecard of withi
respect to eiders. Yet it is feit on every hiand that these in-
capables should be mnade to withdraw. Mor-cover, the very
best of our eiders must reachi the liixuit of usefuhîess. The
Gener-al Asseiribly lias fixed the age, for a minister at seventy,
whien lie is grently ]et down wvith the titie of pastor eîneritus
.whatever that niay inean-and withi a place on the list of
annuitants. Dr. Ciiers used to regyard sixty as the tiniie to
cease work, and inake the reniainder of the tliree score and
ten a Sabbathi of years, 'whiist many of oui' congregations
think a minister merely marks time after fifty. Thie tim-e
lias not been so fixed for eiders, but in the course of nature
they must become ph3'sicaily unable, to attend to tie duties of
their office, and Nvith advancing age thie mind inevitably tends
to conservatisin. Desirous of liaving ail things continue
as tliey wvere fromn the beginning, every new departure is
regrarded with suspicion and from-ned upon. Hence the in-
creasing desire among mnembers of the Chiurcli for young nmen
rather tlîan old ones in the Session, yoting men fulil of vini
and energfy. But how is tlîis cvii to be remiedied ? Only in
one way ;by a time limit. Let the eliders be elected for a
terni of years oniy, three or more, as tie case mighlt be, and,
like the managers, so many retiringr eadi year, of course open
for re-election if deenied expedient. In this way, and in Do
other, would minister ani coigregçation have the opportunity
o? %veedingr out cuniberers of the grroind, who are not only
useless, but positively lînriful by tlieir examiple to otiiers.

II. A second defect in the work of the eldership is wvant o?
time. On iin average there is one eider for every 6?fteen
fainilies, or twenty-eiglît niemnbers, and to, visit, tcachi and
attend to these, as the.y slîould be attended to, calls for a
serious deînand ui)of their tinie. Four rounds a year, none
too often, spending a decent amount of time in religions con-
versation, would require not less tlîan about a fortnighlt. Doubt-


