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GuNTLEMEN, 1t~ with feelings of pleasure
acd gratitude that T call 1o order this the
twe'fth annual mceting of our Experimental

that as we <how the incveasing importance
and usefulness of our work we shall re-
ceive still greater aid. A\t present the Govern-
ment grant is only $200.  To meet the grow -
ing tendency of our work fully  double tha
amount is required.  Some one has said that
“this is the age of conventions.”  We think
the ~tatement true, and although farmers arve
slow in aceepting the situation, yeta great deal
of improvement In furming may be traced to
suggestions made at such mectings.  “To-day
we have opened such a convention and vo
doult the di ~ussjons will be productive of
much goad.  We must not stop at the con-
vention. however,  \With the experiences of
the past year we ~hould be able to make this
the best wmeeting of the ceries.

Greater enerygy and skill are required now
than formerly to make farming pay. Keener
competition, due to the development of the
resources of other countrics, the diminishing
productiveness of our soils, and the financial
depression now existingdemandit. I believe,
however, that our work in connection with
this Union s helping and will help 10 a still
greater extent this existing state of affair. We,
working in connection with other Experimen-
l Stations of our Dominion, are arriving at
results which will be of parmmount fipostance
1o our agricultural interests,




