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POETRY..

CHRIST -BEFORE PILATE,

—

(SUGGRSTED BY MUNKACSY'S GREAT PICTURE.)

RRUBEN BUTCHART,

Meck before the maddencd mob
‘The mighty Jesus catmly stands
The thongs that bind his tender hands

Eils Mingly spirit may not rob.

A prisonee bound | No fear or awe
£Xis free, pure spitit doth o'cewhelm ;

-tle szems the King of all the realm

And higher than the Roman law.

‘He sces above His l'mhcr s throne
Where shinin[, ones at his command,
Haviron Him on either hand,

And Heaven claims llim for its owit,
““Axg thou the Chest 2" And Jesus said,
-(While »yagun;, on his answer stood

A univcrac in tears and blood)

“Thoy sayést it,™and bowed his head.

“The majesty of that sad brow,.

What grandetie to the carth it brings,
? FWas fitter for the Cotirt of Kings™

“F'han where no héartd obedient bow.

“He hath not done,” is-Pilate’s ey,
“Aughtthat 1 sce déscrveth death;”
‘Their anger_hoarsens in{o breathe=

“0 crucify 1 O cruafy )”

“Itis not fit that He should live ;
lhs blood sh:u\ rest on us and ours 3
And thus these hcavcn-dcfymg powers

“To sin-cursed mdn a Saviour give.

O pertiitbed-Pilate | 1100 art bound,,
The real pritoner thou ; 3 though ruth
Fo trainple on the Man of T cuth, :

Tl.c fear of man+.3 in rhcc found.

“Ignoble will that cannot- stand

- hxcd on the nght, determinate,

B But \M\Vcls on the brink of { fate,
~Aad erting shuns Truth's hn,her hand.
~O willing capuve I lhmc it s\as

To feal the tauits and scornful nods,

R S .{l‘he torture, of-the R.c-nsn rods-—-wua-wmz& et ey

_ That thou mxght's( plmd our grc'uesl cause.
With Hrm who as the Jud(,e of all
Shall seé, rhxs “uavarl of Thy soul,"™
And as the widening dés roll
Extend our'frecdom from the Fall,
O mighty Saviour 'in thy face
-1 sce a spitit that can maker
All waves of trouble rourd me break,
Ani rech not of the time or place.
*Twoild seern as if this last great scene
Thy loving words would justify ;
MMy peace unto the world give [;”
Here strcnglh for all my ills I gléan,
elp me when at 1hy jud;,n\cnt-xcﬂ,
My sids, condcmnmr,, throng and press:
And brief shall be my soul’s distress ;
I can bc calm at THY dear feet.
_—Zoronto Sa(um’ay M[,/rt.

a‘z;;mmw,

SYNOPSIS OF

PREACHED ON*TH!@THEJ’-‘IRST SUNDAY OF-THE
NEW.YEAR, IN.ST. THOMAS, BY T. B, KNOWLES.

SERMON-

Subject—=*The- Chrisﬁan Race.”

“\Wherefore secing. we -also are. compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let-us
“lay aside every weight ‘and the ‘sin which doth
so easily beset us,-and let us rn. with _ patience
the race that is set before us. fofleh 1230, .

"hnow ye not, that they which run in-a. race
‘ran all but one receiveth a prize; S3 run that
ye may obtain” 1 Cor g:24. Chuistianity, as
it relates to the hiiman side, is 2%/ and .not_a
secured state of salvation. Itisnota somcthmg
e Mget” but is the- n’ouu,- of thc commandments
-of Christ. T his idea of aufizity is forcibly pre-
sented by the Apostle, as he likens the Christian
life to the race, on¢ of thé sacred games among
the Greeks.

The Apostle is- happy-in the use of illustra. |.
tions, choosing those of great force and clear-
ness and setting forth Christian effort in“this life
for life cternal, 'l‘hls is«the race that is- set
before us.  Let us observe then that the Chris<
tian life is to be one of preat effort,  Eternal life

will not be placed in the hands of the l:\zy the
donothing Christian. ‘T'he promise is 10 ‘be
confined to-the “faithful unto- death” “and ‘the
‘crown, to those who agonize to_enter in .at. the
strait -gaté.  With <Paul it was a “fight” and
the watchwird 1o the seven. churches “was,
“overcome,”” They, who entered tlie stadium
1o run the 13ce, entered nat.to- play, nay,.but
after loiig and paticnt drill for-the race, all theé

warning.

accumulated strength was _pat under tribute

every muscle was-taxed-to its utmost, for the
mastery and the crown awaiting at the goal. To
us the Master's earnest- werds of warning and
encouragement are “Hold fast that-which thou
hast,- that.no man take thy crown.” Heaven
must cost effort and sacrifice on the human side,
as it cost the life of the Messiah on the divine.
There are-voyal honors at the goal, that make
the race worthy of cvery cﬂ'or\, yea, evew unto
death, In the Isthmian gnme, there were strict
rules and condmons laid upon every man, who
would enter the race. No one could. enter the
stadium to compete for the crown, until proved
to be of pure Ilullenie deséent; nor upon the
heavenly race is any man permitted-to enter

JmtilThe.is acknowledged- among; - the sons™ of
God, not those born of’ablood, nor -the will-of
m\..ﬂcsh, nor thie" will-of man; but of God ;.and
to -as-many- as réceive him-to-them -gives-he
the privilege to” become -the sons of--God,

even- o them- that. “believe on. his name,
Neither ﬂcshly dcsccm, nor-worldly honors,-nor
wealth, cani give a passport-to this: race, nor'can
the mere moralist, nor the pharisaically righteous
enter upoi the heavcnly course. “Our king has,
declared -the: comhnons of- entfance- into ‘the |

divine rchuonshrp, when he authorized hjs ame .

bassadors to-teach all nauons, baptizing - them
into the name~ of_the Fatllcr, -and -of_the- Son;
and of thc Holy Splm,and that he that believéth

Jand is bmpnzcd shall be saved 3 3 :md all who havé,

thus entered” the- Chiistian race, a5* the.children
of God, dre undcr Taw-to Chnsk nd are com.
manded to i, :\ccordrm> to. Hewt.n s mh.s, not’
thur oivn- fancy -and- pkasurc. They-aré to:-so
o, thit i is, as'the l\mg, rcqum.s inZthe rules. he,
has laid down for the § - govérning of the Chr.snan
Tace.

‘In the sucn.d g'uncs of the Greek, rcgard was

- ob)cct'\\as accomphshcd were then withdrawi—

this-war ‘against sin and Satan, the flesh and the
watld, .is to maintain the honor of Messial’s
kingdom and the glory- of his name. This holy
appeal awakens in the child of Ged, a heaven
botii ambition to imitaté the gedly deeds of the
holy ofages past, of patriarchs, aposties, prophets
anttmartyrs, who, thongh dead, yet, through
thclr heroism, fidelity and victories; live and
spcaL ‘It inspires to great'and lioly deeds; and
“ pan ambition that looks for the npprov.xl of God
'\Ione and that recogmzcs the Sublime fact that all
‘thethosts: of-God on-high 160k down up\m the
strugglcs and trimnphs-of the Christian in this
hcnvenh ace -with .divinest sympathy and. re-
Joicing as thcy ivnrn the hlgher lessons through
the church of-the “mabifold- wisdom of- Goud.”
Such’ is- the mission of -the - church; and such
Vthe individual rcsponsrbrlny of the Christian,_to
wl ,|ch the. Divine Mdster: has callcd s,
thé end of the.race, for the humblest saint awaits
thi croivh of L\fe

v ; ——--—4«—60“‘—;—'—-—-—
MQDPRN FAITH CURE,ISIT: BIBI;IC[\I.

77, . -OR-OTHE R\VlSl‘?
-

DléCOURSE DELIVERED "BY"ELDER® A, ANDERSON,
) —FMIRUAR\'W—WTH.» 1889,

lhc speaker chosé '1s his text the words* found
in xst -Cor. »iz:1. “Now- concermng spmtual
giffs, bruhrcn,‘l would not' havc you ~ignorant.”

*l’auj did r not \\ant the dlsmph.s to be n,nonm
of ,xhcsc spmtual glfts that- were” bestowed upon
thc -church.- It -seemed. that -some- of “them
\vcrc qulte nbnoram, and [am. 'lfmd th'\t"that
iguoraiice lnssconunucd do-vn xtmthe present
thne, 'lhcsc grfts were great au *glonous gifts
to}accomphsh a. given. objéct,-and .whei “that,

tl ¢, Was no. more, need for thcm. n

Andar

m an unknown tongue. It wis not the faith
«which came by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God, it was not the faith common to all the
children.of God, but was-direct from God: A
man that has faith to work a.miracle wobld bhe
able to speah in an unknowntongue. Godgave
men these gifts, and _if the man that had that
faith exercised it foolishly he would say to the tree
be thou plucked up and phmcd inthe sea, This
is the kind'of faith the apostle is speaking of in
the next clnmcr—th‘e:(anh to remove inointains
etc.  But the apostle informs us that there was
a more excellent way,

People are runiing. after._these things now,
there seems-to bea fever of excitement,  Oceas-
ronnlly there springs up something-in~the world
and then it dics out,-but the faith of the Gospel-
will-never: die out. ‘The mnc;\dnnmstratlon
that brought-it into existénce willrémain as loig
as the-world stands.

“T'o another faith’by- the same-spirit ; to an-
ather the gifts of healing by~the-same- spirit, to
another the working. of .miracles, .to anothcr
prophecy, to-another-the. »dreggrnmg -of - spmls,
.ete.,” but all this \\orkz.th with-one atid the same
spirit, devoting to every man severally as he will,
Now they had.all.these grfls but_theyswere gifts:
direct from the hand of (,od.,'l he Saviour enables
his apostlcs to perform hese tonderful ‘miracles,
and after-he ascended on: -high’ he- obtained gifts
for himself:

T'he -first. question I want: to,sanS\vc‘sz, “for-
what reason-were these gifts given? -1 makc the-
statcmcnt, theyiwere givenifor_the: purpose of
conﬁrmmg, the“word-of God. -D
what 1t is.to conﬁrm a thing?
your- tesumony somenmes you aré asked to coti-
firm'that . sta(cmcm. Witen; yo! ,bO'mto court”

‘ and are achd lo*conﬁrmq:\»statcment of. what. .
R you had seen or hc\rd“rlhc dnly way is by swear:

e T4
‘had to two rmpomnt Tales T 1st.—A man must,

run - on the. side. 6f- the course. rssrgncd him.
‘and.—~He miust not mp nor jostle 'my ong in
the race ; and are_net the. diving rcqulruncnts,
that govem the Chnsuan h!‘u. as strict; as binding,
‘and as just?” 'l‘hc pcrsonal life: is-to be in,ac-
‘cordance - with “whmsocver things aré.’ true,’
honest, just, pure,rlovdy and of good report,”.
and the ‘care towards the brethren to be.of such
chanc\cr that no man shall put a stumbling block
or occasion_to fmll i his .brother’ s way. So
run that ye may- obtain” is -the- divine vojce-of.
‘There are weights that sink men on
this voyage of Christian life, . 3s, .the wéight of
riches, the love of money, and: businss cares.
Like as the shrp\ucht.d man of formne cager,to
‘save his gold, girds it about him and is drowned
by its weight, so they, that will.be rich, fall-into
temptation and*a snare and-into many loolish
and hurtful ldsts, which- drovn men in’ dcstruc-

tion 'md perdition, There are weights many, ast

xhc jove of amé and popularity, which swallow
men as the treacherous qurcks'\nds. ‘I'tiere are
the little things whrcn appéar innocent and con-
necud with our social. hfc, but fike the little.
foxes that destroy tlie vings, these. deaden . the
“branches” ull they produce no (,hnstmn fruit,
such is the card table that in¥jtes to socral games;
the whrrhng, glddy danice, So f'\scmaung, the
genteel sip of wine, that sparkles in the: cup-at
the New-Year's call ; the theatre, with its charms

and drsplay of bcauly and qucsuonable appeals |-

to passions: ‘These are weights that will hinder
progress, if not cause defeat, in the heavenly race.

‘Anothér weight is light reading and-cheap de-
moralizing literature, that sharpens the appetite
for mental food; other than tiat of thé Book of
God and-for:service other -than-that-of Him,
who said, “Follow me,” For ds* the love for this
class of reading increases, love for the Word of
God dccxcascs, desite for Christian worship,
‘prayer-meeting, “the - Lord’s -house,- the . Lord's

table, all Christian services and .work, die and
the light of-Christian life goés out. The ad:
monitions *Touch not, taste not, handle not,”
“Shun every appearance of evil,” “Lay aside
every \\cn,hx" are safeguardsagainst the encroach-
ments of sin, .and” all are contained in the
Master’s carnest warning anid coimmand “wATCIL”
This grand- appcal of the Aposllc fills our hearts’
with a hn,hc.r qpprecnuon of the responsibilities
'\ndgloncs of lhc Christian race. Thisisan 1appeal
1o all our fcehngs of loyalty to ourl{lnr,, for this

Now I shall endeavor to-show. thrs ('rom the‘
’Scrlprurcs. All this mlk about modcm miracles
is maonshine—nothing ¢lse. - will ;adimit thls,

,th'n thére have been instamtaneous cures that 1

havc not seen with my own eyes, 1. have_known
of those \\'hose clire was mstannm.ous, wlhio were
madc well in & moment, but I will be’ able to
show that- rt Wwas no. mrraclc, that. it “was ac-
comphshcd by- natural means j sometimes._it is

dccomplished by fits of passion, anger, fear.

Anythmg that “ould unduly. excite the “human
system, , woulgi grcomp_hsh wonderful -cures,
especially in riervous or spinal diseases. -But the |.
best way for you to” prow their power is to have
thcm petform some of the miracles such as we
re1d of.in the Scriptures. “F'his would be  greater
proof have more weight than anything -that can
be said by those who come here and speak about,
wondesrful cures effecied in Memphis, Owen
Sound orclseivhére.  All this talk about some-
tlnng happcmng away somewhere else, is very
cheap anyway. Again about spirital gifts, we
have in the 7th verse of the same chapter, that
“the manifestation of the Qpirit is given to every
man to proﬁx Withal” Now in ordef to make
xhc dlstmcuon, we have the word of -knowledge
in the Scriptures, but that is.not the- word of
Scrrptural Lnonlcdgc the apostle refers to. “Lhat
Pnoulcdgc came directly from. God, and" that
man had the gift to make knoiwn to others that
kunowledge.

1 want-to make a remark here upon this word
faith, it isnot faith cure; but another faith by the
same spirit.
Was it the faith common to.all the children of
(‘od? Is it tha faith cominon'to all .the Chris-
tians? chry man and woman that is a-Chris-
tian, has faith in Jesus Christ; but is that the
faith that enables some of them:to cure pcoph.
who are sick, is that the faith spokén of by J'\mcs
where he tells the ¢lders:of the- church to pray
for hini and anoint him, and the prayer of faith.
shall cure the sick. There is just-one remark-
able thing yo.. will observe, that is that the man
who was sick had not the faith, but those who
were praying:for him; but-in the present day if
you do not get cured it is because you have not
faith. They. had- cnough of faith in those days
10 cure 2 man even when away from him, to bring
him to life, to make the dumb to speak, the deaf
to hear, ctc. And.is this the comwon_faith. of
all Chrrsmns? \lo, ‘the faith hy which they
weré cmhlcd 10 work these remarkablé cures was

profession of Christ; this consistent life of faith,

just as much a gitt as the gift bestowéd to speak

What'Kind of- faith .déar hearers? )

st.uemcnt. ‘The-apostles dld -not swear - -when

they: .made a divine statethent in orderto conifim’

that statement, they wrought a miracle confirm.
ing.it, in ordcmo place it beyond-a doubt: that
it was: in-himan. power to pcrform it.- A great
many proofs dould be brought fornard on- each
point in order to satisfy any candid: man, The
first provf 1.shall read is from Mark-XVI, 20;
“And they (the disciplés) went forth and preach.
¢d everywhere, the Lord working with them and
confirming r the word with signs following.” Agxm
in Acts; \lV, 3; “A long time therefore abode

clhcy spcakm;, boldly. in the -Lord,.which gave

testimony unto the word of His grace and grant-
ed signs abd’ wondersto be done by their hands.”
This was thé -way the Lord gave .testimony to
make it sure to us,. ‘This thing was'not ‘done
in.a corner as Paul says. It. was not only
spoken, it. “was comfirmed: by the most
wonderful miracles that were ever performed be-
fore men, "The whole of the Acts of the Apostles-
confirmed their word. Agam in 1eb. II, 3-4,
speaking of salvation, “Which at the first l)cgm
10 be spoken by, the-Lord and was confinied.
unto us by them thathedrd him,- God also bear-
ing them witness both with_ signs and wonderg
anid with divers miracles and.gifts of the Holy
Ghost according to His own will.” Now_] _think
that is sufficicnt upon that point { any person can
sce. now the object.for wh{ch these miracles were
wrought, that they were in order to confirm the
divine téstimony.

As. regards the modern faith cures, a little
proof wouid be better than mere assertion, Just
as the Junsh r -bi when he came to Jestis in
the night tin..,.and said, “We know that thou
art a teacher come from God, because no man
can do the. miracles that thou doest eacept-
God-be with him.” The .apostles performed
thesé wonderful miracles .upon-all the people,
exercising. their wonderful - spiritual gifts.  We
would'say to these inodern faith curers, we will.
believe you are God’s ministers if you have your
testimony along with you and perform miracles
confirming His word.”

"The next question to answer is, how long vere
these miracles and signs to continue P—-well if
you-will allow your intelléct to assert itself, you
will say, as long as these disciples are delivering
their testimony. It must continué,the apostle
says; until that which is in pant shall.be done
away—see Cor. 1th, .7.11: “Chafity never

{Coxminukp ox 41t Pacr.)

|g.‘f.~*\'on cannot \\ork'mml-acle to confirin that B
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