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Traveller," lias this to say of France :"I It
is a fine distinction of the French national
character and social economy that practi-
cal inorality is more generally tauight
throughi manners among and by the people
themsetves than in any country in
E'iurope." John Stuart -Mili and Sir
Archibald Allison have corroborated sub-
stantially the above highi tribute to the
French national character. In niuclî the
sanie ternis niust WC speak of large por-
tions of Switzerland, of' Belgiui, àndc a n
important part of Germany, in which
counitries Catholicity, is the dominant be-
lief. 'l'lie last mientioned country how~-
ever-the cradle of 1'rotestantisn-is not
infrequently cited to show the supIerior in-
fluence of the latter creed, over
Catholicity. In sc, doing a fact too
often lost sighit of, must be noted. The
Catholic elemient of the population is ig-
nored. Siiice the Germian occupation of
Poland, Prussia lias been larguly Cati-
olic, a brave. hardy and loyal race, as the
commnonwealth knows fiull well ; yet there
%vas a tinie when no accounit wvas taken of
the Catholics, except to depreciate themi.
Gratitude wvas no part of Luther's bequest
to fatherland, elIsc Gcrnîany would not so
soon have forglotten the batties that: were
won for lier with Catholic blood.

It is of intercst at this p)oint to caîl at-
tention to a tact that history in ail ages
and ini every country lias gyreatly èm-
phasized. ýý7herever society is deeply
diseased, tiiere is always at hand a princi-
pIe to sti., .e progÎDrcss of the rnalady.
Contests take place, collisions occur one
after another, but ultinîately the principle
of oider prevails over that of disorder and
continues long after to predominatl. ini
society. (3erniany has repeated lîisory
during the past three centuries. Contests
bitter and fierce have uker, place, and dis-
order struggl,,ed for the supreniacy, but thîe
one stable: principle, Cathlîoicity, has pre-
aled-Weak- a few ye-ars ago, to-day it is

the swaying influence of the nation.
But ]et us turn our attention to sonie of

the other counitries, of Europe. ScoLland
was once a sanctuary of piety, but now it
is the niost Protestant memiber of the
British Isles. Her condition, we are tcid,
is rnuch in advance of what it originally
wvas, and Protestants find it difficult: to
attribute the change to anything else than
the Reforrnation. But if we are to accept
the testinîony of W'alsh, the autiior of a

History of Scotland, tlîis change is as
great a failsehiood as its l)resumptive cause
was a bane. At any rate, it is more than
the lîreinises will allow, to say that the
extension of trade and comnmerce, when
accompanied by a train of evils, consti-
tutes a changxe to be wislîcd for. This
viewv for-ces itself upon us M~'ien i'we read
the *words of Sir Archibald Allison, writing
on the Scottishi Reformiation and the
seizure at tlîat tinie of Clîurch properties.
Allison was a Protestant lîistorian, and lie
spoke as follows :~ IlWhen vwe reflect on
the miagnitulde of the injustice cornrnitted
by the temporal nobility, ini the seizure of
so large a portion 0f the funds of dit
Cliurch, WvC observe lîov collî>letely ail
the evils which now threaten the social
systemi ini Great l3ritaiiî, wotild have been
obviated, if that noble- patrîmiony liad stili
beeiî preserved to the ro. But, as if
to emphasize their argument, Protestants
point to Ireland as the other side of th-e
parallel. The last nîcntioned place, once
the home of learning and the focus of
civilization, lias niow becomie poor and
niiserable, vhilst refori-ed Scotland lias
outdone lier mistrc-ss. Nothing is mîore
fiflacious. We have already seen tlîat
the so-called prosperity of Scoilaîîd
ini the early days; of Protestantismi.
w"as but a step reniov'ed froinite
worst form of wretchedness, and even dit:
few advances that she lias made ini the
l)urely niaterial order, are ini no way the
resuit of tie religious belief of lier people.
\Vhat a-re the facts? Suie was united te

nlndon a footing of equality ; Engiilisli
capital and Englisli enterprise w'ere intro-
duced to give new hie and vigor to lier
industries ;the cultivation of thîe arts and
sciences and of the land was ini every
way encouraged, and free laws in England
becaie freer ini Scotland. Quite diffei-,
cnt, liowever, is the case of Ireland, thîe
people of whlich country, according to
Bishop Spaulding, tecll victinîs to a code
tlîat placed thein outside the pale of
linmanity,-a code wliich, Edniiund Burke
denounced as "lthe nîost proper machiný
ever iiîvented by the wit of nman to dis-
grace a realii and to degrade a people.-
Wlîere is thîe sinîilarity of circumstances
between Scotland and Ireland ? FIow,
even, wvas developmient in aiîy direction
possible in the latter country when confis-
cation Of property, proscription of religi-
ous belief -ind protection of Eiiglish trade


