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dispatches himi without a struggle.
I-Iow differernt is Wchilles !-He preys
upon no weak defenceless %vonien, nay,
lie acts towards the lowlicst of themi iith
ail the chivalry of a noble nature, as is evi-
denced by tic affection Briseis shows for
imi. 1le reverences tbc gods, but lie
relies niuch also upon his own trust), armi.
ln lus final conmbat %'ithi Hector lie is
given 110 iean advantage. H-ector is
terrified, it is truc, but flot to such a
degree as to be unable to defend, hiinseif.
Granted that Achilles is guilty or~ soine
barbarity tovards bis enerny's body, theirs
lias been a feud of long standing, and
one in which the passions of each liad
bcen raised to a white heat, a fact which
in part atones for tlîis, and it niust îîot be
forgotten that whien bis transport of rage
is over, hie returfis thîe body at old i'riam 's
request. If, then, we appiy the standard
laid down above for the estimation of the
worthi of poetic characters-that tliey
should he such as to excite in us adnmira-
tion aîîd lofty aspirations, we shall find
ineas still more wanting than is Dido.

Few of luis actions are îvortlwv of imita-
tion, and many of them, cafl for con-
demrnation. Achilles, on the contrary,
stands before us in nmassive strength, every
inch a mnan. 14e lias strong passions, it
is truc, but what ian has flot? That lie
is occasionally carricd away by them is
flot surprising, for perfection is flot of this
wvorld. Yet shail wc be nuuch the better
for a study of bis cliaracter and an attenipt
to copy niany of its traits. H-onier knew
Uthe liunan lieart as an organist knows tic
keys of his instrumient. Virgil only
scanned its sentimental side, and unfor-
tunately lie seenîis to have considered
sentim-ent unworthy of a liero. Hence,
he has given us instcad a cool, calculating
schenier.

l)cfective as is the pocin iii point of
characterization, liowcvcr, it stili is a grcat
work, iii sone respects perlials the greatcst
of ail sinîiilar productions. The testing of
zages--that best o f ail criterions has been
to this cffect. 'Plie chief points in its
favor arc its exquisite style, its oft-occur-
ing pathos ind its spirit of nationaiity.
The polished exectition of the whole wvork,
but especially of that portion which luad
received tue finishing touches, is too well
known to every classical sturlent to require
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an>' comment. Tnue frequently quotcd
verse

<2tiîdrupe (lante puitreni sonitit quatit iiiigui-1

iii rcading which rapidly one seenis
aliiost to hiear thc clattering of the horse's
'cet, is lint a sample of Virgil's coniand
of imitative iuarnîony and the general
beauty of luis style.

The exquisite delineation of sentiment
in the poein lias been justly regarded as
its finest feature. iMany critics, indeed,
would place Virgil abovc ail other pocts as
a portrayer of the pathctic. TIhis is, per-
liaps, an extrenie viciv as it would be hard
to find any wluere in the A-Eneid, a bit of
puathios more flnely wroughit out tlîan that
showni forth in the episode of H-ector and
Andromnache. ht must be adnuitted, liow-
ever, that whilst this is the only jewel of
the kind which adorns the handiwvork of
the Grecian artist, that of his Roman
brother is bestudded uvith siuijlar ones
througluout. 'l'lie fine sentinmental touch
to Dido's character has been already
notcd, but thiis is surpassed by that ernbel-
lishing tlîe story of Nisus and Euryalus.
This latter episode lias bf-en at ail times
looked upon as crne of finest, if not the
flnest occurring iii any literature.

It is doubtful, however, whether the
Aeneid would have been awarded the high
niche it now occupies in the temple of
poetic art, were it not so strongly charac-
terized by a spirit of nationality. In the
clioice of lus subjcct, at least, Virgil mnay
w'ell contend with any other poet for the
palni of excellence. ht embodies the
whoie national life and ail the national
pride of Uhe Ronuans. To then, in
conseqjence, it %vas the first of ail epics.
And so deeply is the spirit of nationality
rooted in the hunian heart tluat even at
the present day, thuough we be flot
Romans, not even Latin, wve still feel a
tiîrill of triunîph as we read this wvondrous
tale of tue foundation of imiperial Romie.
Virgil, tlîough probably lue knew it not,
bespoke for his work the sympathies of
flot merely the Roman people, but of the
wvhmole hunian, fanîiily w"luen he wrote as
indicative of bis purpose in .detailing so
muinutely the trials of Aeneas, " So great
a work it was to found the Roman race."
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