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working fainilies amounts to £20,000 per
day, for each day of sickness plus the loss
to the eiployers and so forth. 1'he cost
of the Hiealth Department of Manchester
for last vear wa~s £87,000 for hospitals,
disinfection, drainage, sewerage, and so
forth. The saving of life effected is esti-
nated by the best statisticians at 2.301

lives, one thousand of these being betn een
twenty and seventv vears of age. Tho
total saving was £300.000 obtainted at an
expenditure of £87,000.

As I have already intinated. I believe it
to be the duty of the Governmnent to
establish on a. firm basis a, Departnent for
the collection of such statistics as zanli-
tarians wish to use ;mortuary statisties
of themselveis are not suflicient, we want
vital statitics. we want reports of births
and marriages, of epidemies and of the
ravages of preventable diseases through-
out the couîntr. and then we vill have a
foundation upon whii the Provincial
authorities niav act if w-e (1o not act our-
selves. I have no doubt whatever that this
Governnient bas fill authîority to institute
measures to educate the people on this
subject. There is nothing to prevent the
Dominion Governiment spending a. large
sun in the distribution of weekly or
monthly bulletins and reports relating to
epidenije diseases throughouit the country,
and the distribution of literature teaching
the people the various mnethods by which
these diseases may be prevented, and also
to provide for the establishment of a hygi-
eniv institute and bacteriological labora-
tory for the investigation and preventiol of
these diseases: and in that va- they Can
do a very large ainount of wvork vhich is
now attempted to he done by the Provin-
cial authorities, and thus perforn at ole
centre what otherwise will have to be done
by each province. So far as coercion and
the enforceient of different ieasures are
concerned, I grant this rests with the

uicipalities, acting under ilie Pro incial
Legislature That portion of the work eau
safely b left to thei, but that is no reasoni
vhy this Parlianent and tins GOVernnment,

acting in concert with the Local Legisla-
tures, cannot very largely increase the
efliciencyl of the regulations now existing
in this country. It had been said, that this
question is always lightly considered by
Parlianient. I aim sorry to say that, in the
past, this has been' the 'case ; but I
trust the tine has gene by whîen the
Parliainent of Canada will treat lightly
sucli an important question as that now
under discussion. In every Province, and
in this Dominion, we findthie legislatures
almost unaninou-sy adopting ieasures te
prevent deathi froi contagious disease in
animals wlien an out.hreak occurs, and

this House should not be more negligent in
undertaking similar ineasures when the
human tamily is concerned; and we are well
aware that if an epideiic anmong cattle
occurs in any district, an officer is at once
despatched to ascertain the cause, and to
take sneh steps as are necessary to prevent
thespread of tue disease. Evon simple iso-
lation, if required by statute and enforced
by the imunicipalities, would in alnost
every instance, cut short the ravages of
niany of the fatal epidemies which have
carried off thousands and tens of thousands
in this counirv. I an leartily in accord
Vithî the obiect aimied at by the nover of

this resolution, and I hope that the Govern-
ment, although tley mîay iot see fit to ac-
cept the motion as it is worded, will take
the suibject into consideration, and that in
future Sessions w-e shiall see an increasing
interest talien in this very important
sublject.

D. SPROULE said : The only excuse I
have to offer to the House for occupying
its time in discussing this question, is the
importance of it. An able writer once
said that health is the summum bonm,
and that, wlien lost, no consideration is
too high for its restoration. In all well
ordered and civilized countries where the
(overnnient of the state is discharging its
duty to thle people, one of those important
duities is to guard the public health.
Governiments are said to be entrusted with
the protection of the life and property of
the people. It is not sinpvly that life is to
be protected fromn the bands of the assas-
sin, but it is likewise to be protected from
those lurking diseases which prevail in
different parts of the country, and which
carry off their victins by thousands. I
recognize that it is as mnuch the duty of
the state te protect life fror these diseases
as it is froi the dagger of the assassin.
Engiand considered this question over
fifty years ago, and owing to its impor-
tance, eitered upon legislation to remedy
the evils and prevent these diseases. Froni
that time to the present over fifty Acts of
Parliamxent have been pa.ssed in the direc-
tioi of establishing health bureaus or hy-
gienic bureaus for the purpose of amehor-
ating the condition of the people or pre-
venting the spread of disease. England
lias been legislating on this question for a
great many years. and the result has been
that she lias reduced hier rate of mortality
sonething iie 23 per cent. France lias
dealt with the sanie subject in lier great
hygienic institutions, and the result has
been. a reduced mortality of over 17 per
cent. Germany lias dealt wi lite subject
in a. verv elaborate and cioumprehiensive
way, and the satisfactory result lias been
obtained of reducinîg hier mnortality 22 per


