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they had accumnlated debts topay.  There fs doubtless
mu;:h indebtedness «till existing, but it s nothiug
compared to what existed previously, and contequently
thousanda of furiners and others will havo more to
spend this winter than they had last. Ina word—we
evpeet that dunng the next threy months the I'ro

vinen will do a goed substantial, quiet buainees, (he‘
benegiom effects of which will be fult by the community
generaily.

During the Christimas and New Year's holidays, the
retuil trade throughout the country i« finy ariably active
To nee a ¢ wnmon phrase, *considerablo money is
going then.”  After the festive geason, will come the
pavnient of Januwary accounts, which will cnabl re-
tailers to «quare off the bLalances duc by them to im-
porteps  Pavments have comoan pretty freely during
the fall to the wholesate men who have nnt wach
reason to complan,  The retail traders havo of Inte
becn moee carctul i their eredite—uoifering extra in-
daeemente to easl biners and the resalt is that these
whn bave comducte] therr usiness in this manner,
vue Iows 1o fmporters, and are better alle o pay what
they s owe  Lhero < still room for improvement,
Jowever, it ths respret Hundreds still cling to the
o, 1ishy credit s3stem, with all the disadvantages
which it entaila At the begiuniug of the year, will
be a good thne to turn over “a hew leaf,” and we
hope all who have not done so aiready on the credit
wueation, will endeasour to make a commencement
then,

Ihe winter promuses to paes over vory quietly. As
wo have indicated, this will in afl Jikelihood bo the
case wiih busipess, arad we bolieveit will aleo be the
satne 10 other gespects The Peniane have decided to
Tet us alone tHl e spring, when (a3 they <ay) the
wereps wall Lo ripe, ' our polthieal leadors are
Engtand sotthng Conted panon  the Governor General
s goue, and the horizon generally appears pracciul
and quiet  1lus state ot matters 2 by no means
onpostd 10 the proapesity of the Provinee, or the hap-
pruessaf the people and thercfurd ywe can Jook forward
to the future wath hope aud trust.

Laborin the U atud States

searcely i day elapees but Wrge numbers of men arc
dischiarged from o wplosie nt i the Nogtliern Statos,
and tactoped closed, The last astance of ths s
the close of the Coloes Milts, which secentls employed
from S to 23 hawds, and farnshed a bvelihoed to
abust 1 oo sptils, Phe captial thaested sn themex
coeeds S0 i, and unless i better demand voon sets
1 for wooltnt and cotton goods, wili have to remain
unemployed e good many months  Thae proprie-
tars can well alford to submit to the incidental loss,
owing to th- enormous profits they made during the
last tour years, but m the meantume it will ne death on
the en, whove skifled lubor will be removed from the
field aud au many wstances forced to ek employ ment
m this countly,

Emigration Statistics

[he enugratian returns of the number of emagrunts
whu araved at Quebee duning the scason of 18343,
show Jhat 1 234 cabin and 27, 94 steerage passengers
arrived during that penud, the mcrease compared
with the previous season boang 4 cabin and 7,289
sleerage J assenvens respectisely  Almost exactly half
of the number this year came from Norway, Sweden
and Denmoark, and the remainder from England,
Irvland and Scotland, in about oqual proportions.

New Branswick Hay for Cuba.

A number of St Juhn merchants are about to
despateh o vesel with a cargo of pressd by to
lavaua [t i hable there to o duty of 14ic. per 1oy
W<, and is abmost exclusvely imported from the
United States,

The Wreckers going to Wor!..

A Hahfax paver lewrns that the submanne divers
who generally opcrate on that part o1 the Amnerean
cuast, are mappng out thar work for the wanter, Quo
party pto ecods to St Paul’s, Gulfof St Lawrence, to
recover aron, ofc, irom a Yarmouth <l wieched in
that vicimty, a ~ccond will shortly Jeave for Charles-
ton, Sonth Caroling, for tho purpose of trying thar
fostune iy that quarter, a third iutend, it is said, to
epol the winter on Suble Tdand, while the fourth,
Capt Shcridan's propose waiting to see what will turn
up in the vieluity of Hahfax,

PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE?
{From a Correspondent )

\ R. F. A. Whitney, Sccrotary Aceociation for the
| promotion of Canadian Indudry, in writing fn
favonr of & moderato degreo of protection for home
manufnctures, assumes a good deal when ho says ** the
facts are all on our side,” free trado doctrines belug
cavalicrly thinet asfdo as mero theories, fur which no
proof can Lo brought forward

First, to examine the statemonts made with re.
ference to thoe experionce of the United States and
Canada. Mr. Whitney rays of the United States: 1t
{e, morcoversnow well known that her very approach
ta free trade was astended with dieasterto her internal
progrese.* This fmplies, If it means anything, that
the cau<o of this dieaster was the approach o free
trade.  Now, thix was not the cace, any more than the:
fact of ten years having elapced between the years
1837, 1347, anal 1857, was the cause of the English com.
mereial panies fn those yeara; though the necessdty of
such decennial returns of disaster i taught by soime
peeple.

Thero wero many other causes at work to produce
the effect it =uits Mr. Whitney's purpose to attribute
to the approach of free teade; and tho inatruction to
bo drawn from the experience of Canada, he gives in
an cqually fugentuous manner. | says- * lHer coutse
up to 1350 was marked by unsuccessful strgles to fill
thoss wants which, since then, have gradually been
suppliedd to n greater and greater extent within her-
s¢lt.” No leaves lis teaders to fnfer what any one
comvenant with Canadian commerce and Canadian
tranufactures knows is not true, that the ability of the
people of this country to pay for thelr importations
has grown out of the protection afforded to the manu-
facturing fudustry. Year after year, though somo few
manufactures have flourished, the volume of imports
hat been growing larger and largir, until, in the
tiscal year ending June 89, 1956, it reachied the sum of
nearly fifty unllions of dollars.  Year afler year, too,
have the productions of the country been exported in
mcreasing quantity, heeping step as nearly as pos«ble
with the growtih of the uaport trade  Would M.
Whituey ke to risk his reputation on the statement
that the mamfactured articles produced 1 Canada
cost Canada notnng —that they even cost Canada loss
than {f they had been wmported from abroad? Or
would hie hie to tather the assertion that it was not, to
a great extent, from partial free trado with the United

1 States that Canada first received the great anpulse

which has resulted in the wonderfus prog ess she has
made ot 1ate years? Aud yet be has jmplicd all this
in the extract abovo quoted !

Mr. Whitney, after disposing of Cauaua’ and the
United Stutes, turns to the old established Govern-
ments of Furope. His arguments call to nand what
aceurred i 4 Court Howse in Central linois somo
yearsago. A young lawyer, an acquaintance of the
writer, was engaged in a suit, and in tho course of b
pleading produced his law books, and, having recesved
from vature a fine voice, and, from e¢ducation, full
command over it, he proceeded to read a numnber of
extractsin mellifiuous tones, and expressively modu.
tated accents. When he had finished, and had taken
Ins seat, the opposing counsel, a rough-lookmg dry
old party, got up quietly and addrossed the Court as
follows .—** May it pleare your Honor, the readin’ we
have just been Jistonin® to was very purty readin’, and
the young mau read it remarkablo well, It was very
purty readin’, very purty, indeed! But unfortunately,
Your Honor, it had nothing whatever to do with
thecase” And no moro it had. Tho young lawyer
not only lost his caure, but never heard the end of lus
*‘purty readin’” aslong as he remained in that part
of the country. So, Mr. Whitney's writin® is very
purty writin’, but proves nothing. No one denies that
the policy of most European countries i3 atill protec
tivo, and that England, until sho grew wiser. followed
the same course. But that 35 hardly a reasson why
Canada should put on duties to force tho manufacture,
for the benedit of the manufacturers, of articles which
can bo imported moro cheaply from countrics porsess-
iug greater facilities for their production.  Mr. Whit-
ney gives no proof whateves that the:e countrics
which refused to opou their markets for British goods
wero wise in 20 doing, no facts to establish that they
havo not been hcavy losers by reason of their itliberal
policy.

Let us see, now, what instruction can be drawn from
England’s pohicy tu hor repeal of the Corn aud Navi-
gation Laws fu 1846 and 1849. Canada, no doubt, Is
somewhat differently circumstanced, but not so smych

sons it ta t..0 habit of protectionists 1o assume. They
£ay, “acountry to Lo great must be able to supply
all its own wauts from within ftsclf;*" and tho protec.
tiouists of England fought hard agaiust the repeal of
the Corn Laws, usng precicely the same argune. ts
which thoze of Canada of tho present day use agamat
tho lowering of the tariff on manufactures, I{ ‘s
well for a peoplo to bo independent in the matter of
manufactures, enccly it fa still more necessary that
they should not have to be dependent on foreign
sonrces for food, without which they cannot exlst,
Every plea that Assacintions for the promotion of In.
dustry can bring forward to prove the necessity for
the Introduction, no matter what the cost ta the con.
sumer, of manufactures into a country, would have ap.
plied with equal force to the necewsity of festering the
agricultural fnterests of England, Up to a certain
puint, England was in a position to ¢ mpete in the
production of breadstufls tor lier people,  When the
wore fertile lamls were insutlident to yleld the ro-
yuired mmount, she efther had to open hier markets to
the atien farmer, or by virtuaily prohitbiting tho an.
portation of wheat from abroad, furce the enltivation
of tanda of lews fertility, the produce from which was
rafsed at an increased cost to the farmer, Ior aJong
term of years, the Iattor policy was followed, and the
millfon concumers of food had te pay almost starva-
tion prices for their daily broad fn order that thoe agri-
cultural interest might bo prosperous. Later, how.
ever, the truth dawned on tho minds of somo of £nge
land’s lesding men, that tho true wisdom would cone
alst §n giving to the manutucturing fnterests food and
raw material at tho lowest price pogilble, and allow
tho agricultural interest to flowrish or not, according
to fta true iniportance in the country. lhe treo trade
doctrines gradually gained ground, until their trintnph
fu 18465, i the repeal of the Corn Laws, and again in
1249, when the Navigation Laws were alro repealed and
the British carrying trade thrown open to the world.

What, then, has been the effect on agriculture in
Engiand, and what the effect on the general prosper-
ity? Instead of a fallivg off in production, it wifl Lo
feund that the quantity of hume grown corn, omifting
cexceptional seasons ot bad harvests, has increased
yeur by year, foreign compettion having the effect of
compelling the English farmer to ure every nicans of
tucreasty; tho vield from cach aere of his land. The
effect of free trwde op the gencral prosperity is too
well kuown to need more than tho mere statement
that Eaglish commerce and English wealth havo in.
creasod during tho last tuenty years in A ratio out of
ajl proportion with their previous advances,

Turning from England tosome of Eugland s colonies,
let us inguice in how far the repeal in 1346 of tho dif-
ferential dutics on foreizn and colonial grown sugar
were injurious to tho colonial sugar planters, At tho
tmo of the repeal of the prohubluve dutics on foreign
sugar, great were tho outeries, and dire tho prophe-
syings of ruin that was to full on the unfortunate
colonista, How were these forebodings voritied? The
annuul cousumption ol sugar i Laglaud for the thirty-
five years prior to 1845 was nearly stationary. In
1510, 1t was 196,000 tons, lexs than that during the fol.
luwing twenty years, nsiug in 1831 10 2.6,000 tone, In
1652, the quantity consutned was 352,000 tons! I’art
of thus enormous increase was of course derived from
Brazil and Cuba, but the colonies ulso participated fn
the benefite, Thoaverage total consumption ot colonial
sugar during the hirco years previous to the repeal of
the dutics was 299,000 tons, and during the tirst threo
years of free trade 264,0.0 tons.  Tho cousumption in
1642 was 216,000 tons, fn 1851 it was 3+9,000, an fncrease
far greater than had been expericnced during [thirty.
tive years of protection.

Now in Canads, though circumstances are reversed,
and agncalturo is the leading and mannfucturing the
subordinutc interest, there s no good resson why the
tame cuuses, which in England and the Sugar islands,
have produced such wounderful results, and which
would without doubt, havo produced them at a much
carlicr period, had they been allowed to come into
opceration, should not be followed by like cffects in
Canada. Let those interests which are paramount,
which are tho reat source of wealth to the country, te
permitted to flourish umimpeded by any burdens un-
Justly placed upou them  Let them bear their tair
sharo of the taxes neces:ary to provido revenue, and
not onu cent moro. Let manufuctures take care of
themzelves, and grow up strong and healthy-—it they
can staund the chimate—and not sichly plants that
wither and perizh outside of the * otshouse n whick
they have been raised.

With increascd consumption consequent on the



