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JNO. C. FERGUSON.
By ** PROCTOR.”

‘T announcemient in the evening papers of Thursday, Aug. 2oth, that
Ji C. Ferguson, Chicf Engineer of the Toronto waterworks was dead, came
to huis large circle of mechamcal fmends with all the soreness of a personal
bereavement.

It was known to some of them that he had been unwell—to a few that he
was very i1 -but to the great majority who had heard nothing of his indis-
position (and who knew of his anxiety to have everything right, and his close
attention to his duties, and were therefore not surprised at not seeing him
on the streets occasionally), it was quite an unexpected paragraph,

1 have kaown hun both as a mechane, @ student, and a Christian geatle.
man for upwards of twelve years past, and 1 deem it due to your reuders—
and espevtally the younger men with aspuations  that I should give a few
** points ™ out of lus life history.

1 wnite under my old now de plume beecause it brings back to me pleasant
memories of the times when he used to cnticize my ** Proctor’'s Points,” and
take great dehght i pleasantly disputing my theories,

I'o mechanies who were not personally acquamnted with Inm, it was a
matter of some surprisc that he camg out at ** the head ™ in the crucial ex-
amination through which the applicants for the position of waterworks
engincer had to pass in 1887, but to some of us who knew lim as a careful,
enical student i mechamcil matters, as an cngweer who aceepted no
theory or method unless it would bear the fullest investigation, who knew
that, in hbis uwn way, lus head was well stored and skiliful with facts, figures
and formulas, as his hands were expert in fitting, it was no surprise that he
demonstrated his ability to fill the position.

His close atteation to the duties and obligations of the engincership, his
almost morbidly conscientious anxiety, lest
by any <lip on his part there should be a

relationships, 1 well rémember the indignant scorn which flashed in his
facc as he told me of dome fellow who—not knawing him—oflered to pay
him a commniission on all the goods hie sold to the city, if he would recom.
mend the goods. I interrupted him in his narmation b intcrjccling the
question :—** What did you tell him, John?" * Tell him,” said he,
straightening up, ** 1 fired him out of the office 1

Just passing out of his manhood's prime, sooner than some of us, he hag
entered that other and higher realm where force hath origin, where system
and order have their source, where law is eternal, and life and being but
the puising of the Infinite,

Not the dying but the Ziving with its trusting,—

With its niotives, broad and ample, and its purpose strong and deep—
Mecasures up the worth of being.  All adjustin

Is with One who knows the balance and doth righteous record keey

Every beating brain and throbbin;i heart are factors
In the mystic revelations of the hidden and unknown,

And each toiling hand is helper.  But the ** Actors '—
Never thinking, loving, doing~—live for self and earthalone.

‘They who Areack at Wisdom's portals, in togation,

Have the promise, she will ‘*open " and reveal her golden prime,
And, no doubt, it will, to crown each aspiration,

Take Etermty to answer all the questionings of Time.

Every action with « motive hath its promise
Of eternal bane or blessing as its ultimate reward ,
Letus Lfmring. lest our good be taken from us)
See that every thought and purpose clearly glorifies the Lord,

To God's Acre, where nor fear nor care molesteth,
We resign the pulseless mortal,-of life’s sentient forces shorn .
He was true and so we leave him where he resteth,
Wheg\jcc the Christ—** The ‘T'ruth *—will call himn on the Resurrection
orn, . .

st re————
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fature in the atys water supply, and the
watchful ware required both day and mght,
were just & litle too great a burden for him
Tlus burden was added to when, lacking the
assistance ot bis assistant, Me Kilby - who
is now suun to fulluw lim- some stupid
bungling felluns drove a spile through the
intake pipe at the island, and let a flood of
sand into 1t that day after day was slowly but
surely gnnding the cyhinders and pistons of
his pumps, so that they at Jast were not eap-
able of doing much more than half duty.

Just at this uame, too, with ail ths burden
and anxiety upon him, some ** Danicl come
10 julgment, sceking fur A band of fish-
wife notorivty by fault finding, in the press
and at the council board, siid & number of
things that sremed to reflect on his depart.
ment, every word of which, though enurcly
undeserved, hurt him bhe the sung of a
Russian knout, and he stmply broke down
under the combaned pressure.

Tt was hoped that o few months rest aught
restore him to usual vigor, but he came home
tvo munths ago after a two munths absence
unty tu hind hunselt unabie Lo gwve any further
attention to s duties, and went to his quiet

Editor Erectricar. News.

SIR,— When looking over the cor-
respondence in the last issue of the
NEws, I noticed in a letter signed
“R" a question is put to me as Pres.
dent of the C.AS.E, as to whether
any engineer was ever refused admis-
sion to the Association for lack of the
necessary qualifications, or, as “R?”
puts it, because he did not know
“enough.

In answer, allow me to inform “R*
that several engneers have been te-
fused admission for lack of the neces-
sary qualifications as engineers, there-
fore he is not stating facts when he
asserts that all who have applied have
been admitted. 1 would also remind
“R?” that the Association is no exclusi¢
ring. Any engincer who 1s sober,
steady and of good moral character,
and who can satsfy the examwning
committee that he has the practical
experience which the by-laws provide

honie to dig, as he had Iived, a true maan,

1 remember the finst tme 1 saw .
fn the winter of ‘78, 1 tlunk, passing
through one of vur wty machine shops in a lasurely way, looking at the
men at work, I noticed a all, well-built, athletic workman, chipping
on & machine casting.  “The man himscll auracted me first—he was work-
g as if he meant 1o get his job done on tinte.  But the swing of that ham-
mier ! 1 never saw but one other man who could swing a chipping hammer
with John Ferguson,  On the occasion referred to 1 remarked to the owner
of the shop that he had one first-class hand upstairs.  ** Oh, yes,” said hg,
> but 1 pay him good wages.” ** How much?* * §3.50 per day; but,”
he added, ** he's worth it,”  Ordinary vise hands were worth $1.75 to $2.00
a day.

In those days he engincered on a lake steamer in the summer and wrought .

as a journcynian machinist in the winter.  Every spare moment was spent
in study.  Lanc after line was taken up and gone 1nto as thoroughly as if it
were an absolute necessity that he should master both elementary pnnciples
and aicchanial cunstruct on frydrauhics, stcam engineenng, bndge work,
machine building, marine work, ctc., cte

It became fully known, carly 1o the **aghues,” that anything he did was
done well, and he always had a choice of situations.  The only reason why
hie did not attain 1o special prominceace was simply the lack of any important
mechanical enterpnses in Canada,  His remodelling of the large pumping
plant, and the complete cffiiency obtained, justificd the confidence of his
fricnds 1n his mechanical ability. ’

He was always gentle, quict and reserved in his ntercourse with others,
and whether as journeyman o master mechanic, hind, considerate and
helptul to all around him.  In his personal and private life he was ever—
since 1 have known hun  a consistent, earnest Chostan,  Reticent almost
to a fault sometimes, 1t 1s yct truc that he spoke very freely to those who
came in heart-touch with him, of religious atters.  No man could buy ur
sell him.  He hived al ove the petty ambition of private gain out of public
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for, can become a member; and after
going this far, if he regularly attends the
meetings and has any ambition at all, he will certainly find that
he has considerably improved himsclf as an engineer, and will
ultimately find himself in a better position. There are many
engineers in the city of Toronto to-day who from personal
cxperience can bear me out inthe above statement.  The writer
himself speaks from experience on this point. o

The chicf object of the Association is to unite cngincers in a
body for mutual improvement and instruction, and to help cach
other along n our journey through life. We know there are
many engineers who have not as yet identified themselves with
the Association, and who would, both as engincers and citizens,
be a credit to any organization. For these gentlemen we have
nothing but the best feeling, and extend to them at all times a
cordial invitation to “ come with us.”

I think it most unfair for “R? or any other person to usc
such language as he employs towards a body of men who, to say
the least, are his equals both as men and citizens, just because
onc of their number, according to his idea, rushes into print
with something which the facts of the case do not warrant.

I presume every institution for a good causc has had and
always will have some cncmies ; therefore we should not expect
to be an cxception to the rule, but the C.A.S.E. has come to

stay, and will get there, 00, as long as its motto is ** Excelstor.”
1 remain, yours &c., .
ALBERT E. EDKINS,

22 Agnes St. President No. 1, C.A.S.E.



