= —

118

——— . —_—

THE CHUROE JOURNA L

(10)[Teb, 26, 1875,

AN APRIL DAY AT STEWART'S,

[One who in many charming poetical effusions has glven
pleasure in thne past to tho readers of T Gosrrrn Mes-
SENGER, and moro rosently to thuse of Tii CnunrcH JOUR-
NAL, has made a collection of her picees, and had them print-
ol for cireufation among her frionds only.  Gratoful to he
rocognized among the number of thuse, wo take tho Hberty
to seleet the following, which we find on the list of thosonot
beforo published. — Eps, CHURCH JOURNAL ]

High o'er-tho counter, faciog north,
Wero windows ranged both wide and high,
Pagt which tho towoering spire aroso
Clear-cut ngainst tho azurosky :

Whose broad bine field was all unstalned,
Save by the cloudlets gliding pas{t—
Now single tufts of snowy down,
And now in fleeéy clusters mdssed.

Below, upon tle countor strown.
Word frosty-laces, rich and rare,
And over thom a lady bent
With thoughtful, undecided adr.

Those. filmy clouds of wondrous web
Engiossad her down-directod oye;

She heedéd not those other clouds
Floating above hor o'er tho sky.

Around -hor surged with ceaseless roar
Fair Fashion’s ever-rolling tido,

"Mid stores of costly fabrics piled
Through pillared arch and stairway wide.

The dust that rose beneath their tread

. Dimmed all the.splendor of that sceno;
Without, how xi)ca-c'otul scomed the spire
Atid thosoe depths of blue sorene.

Long moments passed; tho lady’s oye,
Grown weary, glanced aside—then higher,
To where, in calm tranquillity,
Rose grandly up the Gotliie spire.

At onco sho flung the fabric by—
'Tho spire polnts over up,” sho said,
¢ Aind these had well nigh dragged me down,
‘These tangled webs of filmy thread,

* Why should T wasto this April day
Amfid these treasuros of the loom,
When fairer for yon fleeey clouds,
Far richor April’s bud and bloom ?

1 will to whore the lilies grow,
1'o ponder once agaln,” she sald,
“The needed lesson taught of old,
But £till, alas! too oft unread.”

. GROWTH OF THE EYISCOYAL CIIURCH.
To the Editor of The Trivune.

81k : Some t\imo‘agy
of clergymen. I addressed them accordingly. The subject
of my address was tho obstacles to Cliurch growth. A re-
port of the address was published in one ol tho newspapors,
much perverted and full of errors, and displayed with head.
lines, 30 as fo give a meaning ‘the reverso, in somo things,
ot what was intenced, and a sénsdtional effect which was'
utterly. foreign to the address and tosmy purpcse, My es-
teemed friond,. Dr, Ewer, will aF roclato the situation when:
T decling uttbrly any responsibility for thdt roport. At the
samo timo I am qifite-willing to shoulder tho responsibility
(}g tgxo statement which he disputes in a recent letter in-Z%e
Tribune.

Whatever be the causes, whether'Y am right or wrong I’
my opinion about them, the fact is. the Church has not
grown since 1860 as it grew from 1850 to 1860, Now I quite’
agreo with my brother that in one view this is of no account.
Truth docs not depend on count of heads. Like myself, Dr.
Ewer believes thie:Church -of which wo are presbyters, to bo
God's Church in this land, whether it grows as fast as we
wo would Itke ornot ; and believing i( toboa Divino Institu-
tion, and not a humén, I do not understand thé sensitiveness
displayed-by-some when its growth is discussod. ‘There aro
some who seem to me anxious to show:that our Church is
always growing fastor'than-other ‘bodies, ns if that fact
were tho great proof-of her truth, and who resont any de-
nial of such a statemont as if it were injurlous tothe Church,
or high treason to her clalms. For myself, believing Lhe
Church to be divine and guldaed by hor Lord, I sce no neces-
sity for. boasting.about her growth us it one were * bulling
a stock” in Wall street! and no harm, hut great good, in
knowing the facts us they-are. That the Chirch is growing,
thereds no question. ‘Chat shoe is not growing.as those-who
love her, like Dr. Ewer and myselt, would have her, therois
no question either. I am satisfi¢d’she nevor can grow fast
enough to: suit éither of us—of course, I mean, in right
growth. Atthe same time there is & growth not counted by
numbors, which we both recognize as tho best. But whon
Ispoke of growth, I meant the common vulgur growih which
figures moasure. . )

Dr, Ewer gives conclusions,.reached from examinations
andsoollations of altianacs: and year books, and counts by
communidants. Whoever has'had-much experienco in sta-
tistics, kuows that & count on that basis is most unertain.
Lists of communicants are very raroly accurately kopt,
tHough much more so now-than farmerly. My opinion, as
I expressed it, was founded on the returns of the United
States Consus by churches and.sittings, There is no table
of momberzhip Tor any roligious body given. According to-

o I was roguested to address a meeting. (

vesan roports sumetimes are

afimanacs,
26,
014. Confirmetions, merease from 1873 to 1874, 991: in
croase In samo time of communicants, 18,646.
figures show the untrustworthiness of such statistics,

In 1873, clorgy

in ordinations, 17; deereaso in candidates for ovders, 33,
Wo aro safe in taking the llsts -of clergy and eand

Bishops have charge of thom.

Tho number of ¢hurehes, the number of clorgy, the number
of porsons confirmed, the number of candidates for orders,
are the true basis for an oxamination of growth.

liovo in **Humboring the people of the Lord” In any case.
From David's timo till now the undertaking has nover been
a slieeess.

Lat mo «ay, in conclusion, 1 do not caro cnough about
this to argue it. But T do not beliove it will do Churclimen

consus for 1870. Whether the Church grows as f st in one
decado as in anothor, is not, aftor all, of tho first conse-
uonce. The long days of timo are hers. She is not the
daughter of this day, but of tho ages. *The number of the
ndnies togothor” was once only ‘an hundred and twenty,”
and yet thov conquored the Roman Empiro in threo centin:
ries! I benove, and I am sure my friond and brother be-
Heves with me, that whensoover the Church shall arise to
tho grandour of hor duty and hor calling as tho Divine
Spouse of Christ, carly faith will givo again ecarly victories.
At tho s9mo timo I doubt not wo equally agroe that for mon
and churchoes the wiso-way is Lo faco the facts and take a
gcod look around and ahead.

Huon MinnLeR THOMPSON,
Now York, ¥eb. 13th, 1875.
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Pavish any Fa

For the Church Journal sud Mesainger,
EVERY TRIDAY.

Could you have kuown sweet Blizibeth Gray, Iam
sure you would have admired and loved her, as all her
friends did, and perhaps you wonld havo been influene-
cd by ‘her cxnmple, as many were.

“\Wliat was there so charming about Elizabeth Gray ?'
you may ask, as many vory often did, who were con-
scious-of something, they could not tell whint, that-gave a
peculiar grace to all she said and did, as well as mnking
even hor presencoe a delight.

If you should ask the old women at n certain Church
Home, why thoy ¢njoyed Elizabeth's visils and kind
offices more than those of the other ladies who visited
them, thoy would no doubt reply ‘O she is so different

mily Reaving:

reglized that 3 blessing was connected with her labors
for them, that' never came with the services of any one
else. And such wa3 the effect of her manner even upon
those who met her for the first time, that litt!é children
playing on the sidewalk would whisper to ench other
‘Aint she protty ?* or ‘Aint she nice ?’ when she had

fell down in running, or drawing each other on their
sleds. While tho babiesin the street cars—whose warm
soft liands Elizabeth held, her love for children prompt-
ing even a momentary acquaintance—ceven theso little
strangers looked fearlessly into her great dark eyes and
smiled, trying to go to her.

Tliis-was long ago! The old women at the Church
Homeo who took such ploasure in Elizabeth’s visits have
long since gono. to Puradise, as wo humbly trust; tho
poor families sho assisted have moved away from tho
places Elizaboth visited ; the Sundny-schiool children
that she tmught, tho little boys and girls that she help-
ed in the street, an the babies in the cars who tried to
go to hex, all have grown up to b men and women,
And Elizabeth herselfi—where isshe'? Can we speak of
déuth in connection with one iho still'lives in the hearts

presence has been withdrawn from her friends, the last-
ing influence of her words and example is still felt?

.and pathos hidden in Beethoven’s and Mendelssohn’smu-

io

the census, from 1850 to 18%0, our increase was 686-chuxches.
and 203,698 sittings--the difference:betweon: 1;459-chuix’ches
in 18:0 and- 2,146 in 1860, and an;.Increage in churches of
about 46 per.cent., and in sitlings of about 30 per cent.
From 1860 to 1870 we iicieased from.2,145 churches to'2j-
601—456, and.mmsu.zaaéxsun[;a 10 991,061—143,755, about
22 por cent, of churches, and a little over 16 per cent. of sit-
tings. Here, by the census,.the.rate of growth from 1860 to
1860 J= twice that from 1860 to 1870. Whether. this. growih
keeps upreletively with an increase of population, is oflittle
consequénte, though cledrly ‘it talls much bélow.” The
int 18, it is'about hblf the'rate of thé ten: years provicus:
'Che figures-here ave from:the census relwns; and deal with
matters oficial and tangible. Thero is_certainly no way to
reach the actual growth so surely and satisfactorily as to
count the churches built and the sittings supplied.” Why,

Was it mere.physical . magnelism, do you

v

iul fr

this conclusion'shéuld differ so widely from Lr, Bwer's,

cunnot tell, Biativtiés- gre- very -ticklish things.and néed
careful -handling. I am more disposed to trust the trained:
statisticlans of the Census Bureau than any collation made

by mysolf of such very carvlessly ordered things as our dio-
y Nevorihoele-s, for one mo-
ment, I will refor to thoe latest figures in Mr. Whittakor's
, 3,060 ; In 1874, 3,081 ; increase,
In 1873, bapti=ms, 38,832, in 1874, 41,846; increasn, 3,-

(These iast
It is
impossible, with an fncrepse of only 991 confirinod, that
over 18,000 should have been added to the communion. Any
Churchman can sco that there is a diserepancey.) Inéroase

idates,
and the tables of the confirmed, from thonimanaes, for thie
But tho lists of communi-
cants have diserepancios always, which makoe them usoless,

The re-
ported number of communicants is always guoss-work;
sometimes, 1 think. ovor thoe reality; and in old days, far
under it, for very well known reasons. I do not much be-

any harm to call their attention to the sccond volume of tho

from every one, somehow,” The children she taught in-
Sunday-schiool, and the poor families she relieved, also:

stopped to talk with them, or to pick them up, as they;

of all who kaew. her? When,, ulthough her personal

When the picturessheselecied ; the plants that she t?nd-'
ed ; the books her pencil had marked ; and t.he‘ piano
from wliich she had brought outall tho soul-thrilling power

sic ;- when ail theso inanimate objects owned ond treas-
ured by, her, recalled tho sweet remembrance of the dear
friend who was ¢ not lost but only goné before,” and atill
"b(‘)uid to them by indissoluble ties; can we call her.
‘déad.? How could she have acquired such an influence ?
i ' think ? What
¢ould haye inducéd lier to visit so regularly the Church
Home with its‘querulous, oxacting inmates, or the st/’;xn:a‘L
id and checiless homes of the poor, when more congen-
ionds were always eager to have Her with thein?
What could have interested her in makivg plain coarse
garmenta for the poor, when cmbroidery, books, flowers,
‘and music could have absorbed all hor time? Did’ she
bécome tnch a’lovely symmetrical character unasiisted ¥
Were all these duties suggested by 4 daty-loving nature

No indeod! No one could become such u charvacter with-
out.the graco of God, given as araturn for earnest prayor
and constant endenvor. I could'teli you of Elizaboth's
condition before s%+: began her voluntarily ceusecrated
life. . could tell you of the impotuous nature; tho im-
patience with her surroundings, that were at one timo in
direct contrast to hor:tastessnyl desires. I cculdtell you
of the flerco struggles she ag endured with ¢ the world,
the flesh, and the devil,’ b&#bro hov spirit was controlled
and under subjection. But it is enough for you to know
that ut ono time Elizabeth was so utterly discouraged in
tho conflict she had undestaken, she even thought it a
mockery to pray for guidance, and almost yielded to the
temptation to give up all cffort. Porhaps at this crisis
the petitions in the Litany *for comfort and help for the
weak-hearted,’ and for deliveranco ¢ from the crafts and
assuults of the devis,’ muy havo boen offered in righteous
fuith by some friend who knew her spivitual condition.
Porhaps the prayers of the whole Church for *all those
who are in fr-able, sickness, need, sorrow, or any.other
adversity,’ may have beea answored for er.

It was at this orisis that LElizakgth, whose beautiful
Hobrew natne menns consezpated fo God, was advised to
devoto her characteristic cnerygy to extexrnnl works, ag an
accompaniment to the faith which had been professed in
her name in Holy Baptism, und -which she had acknowl-
edged at her confivmation, but which had nover been
joined with the fruits of the Spirit. She was led to real-
ize more fully than ever before the mystorious influenco
of one's duily life upon the.charactor. Wishiug to Le-
come an intelligent Caurchwoman, she began to.examine
into ‘the precious soul of vur mother’s anciont faith,
a3 embodied in the creeds and-liturgics, and cspecially in
the Sacramental Oflices.’ Her vigorous mind, .that had
beon assaulted by many s temptation to give up-her faith,
and bo free (whatever this term may comprehend),. had
taken delight in examining all the proofs of tho Chris.
tian religion ; and her heart, warm with an enger desire to
bLe a consistent Christian, kept pace with the labors of
her intelloct, 'When she found where the Bibleand Sac-
ramonts had been so carefullys preserved, she thanked
God most heartisy for His goodness, in perpetuating a
¢ Holy Catholic Church’ through so many ages. Not tho
least interesting or importunt of her researches was: the
ono to find grounds for the claim of Divine institution
‘which tho Ministry prosented. *Without such institu-
tion what authority had. any man to administer the Sac-
raments? Eliz abeth nsked.

An examination of tho ineaning of the Minor Fostivals,
was also of great use.and pleasurost thistime, und:Eligd-

beth delighted to do honor, with all her * heart, and

so1], and mind, and' &trength,’ on those days to the

Lord, who had brought out so much virtue through the
sufforings-of Hissaints. But sside from the Holy Sicra-
ments and Saints’ Days, thero was one meuns. of grace
that Elizabeth found of great bonefit to hier, and that was

every Firiday, which she. called ‘the still small voice.’

‘This day, considéred unimportant by so many, was to
Elizabeth the most satisfactory of all work days, and-on
it her labiors wore performad with enthusiasm,.zeal:and

patiencé, Some.onu said to her once : ‘ What difference

does it make whethier you.eut- meut or fish on Friday ?

or whether you sew for the poor on that.day or soms

other 2’ .inother person said': *I should thirk it was

enough to-observe Lent religiously, without giving upso
many ploasures overy Friday, and devoting: yourself to
miserable old women and sick babius.’

Whatover remark or question was offered; tho same
gentle pationce was manifost in the roply. Toone Eliza-
both said : ¢ Theroare very few who do notacknowledgo
the proprioty, if not the necessity of observing overy
Sundny in hionor of our Lord’s resurrection. Why should
we not observe every Fridayin honor of His crucifixion ?°

We are too apt to forget or neglect the commemoration
of this event, excopt oaca a year, when thé Good Friday

survices ate used,

As a preparation for Good Friday uund the penitential
season preceding it, I have found every Friday of great
use, and would recommend its obaervance to those de-
voutly disposed persons, who say thatthe abatinence and
frequent sérvices of Lent mado it 4 great contradi to the
rest of the year. I cau remember a time when the effect
of Holy Weéek, with its oft fepeated story of our Saviour’s
sufferings, was so depressing as to be overwhelming,
And after it wus. over, I fear that thore was no perma-
nent influencé upon nie until ‘the still small voice’
spoke to me every week, begging me to consitler its
claim upon my attontion ; a ¢claim that I found was pro-
sented by our beloved Motlier tho Chu.ch, in lier table
of Fasts, on which ‘snéh a mdasure of abstinence is re-
Qquired as is.more especially suited to extridordinaiy acts
and oxércises of dovetion,’ To tlhie person who asked
‘why, she should nol cat tneat as well ds fish, Elizabéth re-
plied : Those who ure fond of ment and depend’ upon
it for strength' and siisténahce, would fecl the luck of it,
more than anything elée. Whils they deny thetiselves
‘this seomingly necessiiy artiole of ‘food, thiey'can renlize




