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in Protestant lands, Romanism appearcd to be
satstied with quiet and undisturbed toleration,.—
But that day a8 past, and notwahstandng the
weakiess of the Mza of Sin, so fir as temporal
dontmon and poliisal power are concerned, he
is now putung forth the must strenaous etiorts o
extentd his ypinualauthonty,  And what is more
to be deplored, the soul-deluding errors of Ro-

mist supersittion ace propagated, not megely by

the upen and avowed adhicrents of that system,
hut by some who vught (o feel themaelves bound
by the most solemn obligitions to vamdicate the
great ddetrines of the Proiestant Fauly, and to
ft up a decided testimony against the corrupt
and fallen Church of Rome, ‘Ihe’ doctrines to
which we allude (called somctintss Puszeyite or
‘Ieactariasi) are propagated with extrdordinary
zeal.  ‘Phey are proclumed from the pulpsz, they
are published through the medmm of the press,
they ace supported by the werght of Kpscopnl
authucity ; aod these ctforts have nnt been
vain, for, wiile not a few winis.ers of the Protest-
nnt faith have sought refuge in the Chureh of
Rome, thete is too good reason Yo believe that
wltitudes of their people hiave taken the same
step=have renounced the faith coee detivered to
the s\ainls, aud fiave adopted the errocs and detu-
sions of Popery. And it is to be feared that
many more are infected with the spirt and taint-
ed with the leaven of Popery.  For the g-
sect of Popery 13 to hude Christ, to obseure the
great doctrines of the Gospel, 10 substnute the
Church and its ordinances for the Saviour and his
work, to interpode sontetlung between God and
the sinner, and to bring down the authorty ol
God's Werd and exalt the authority and power
of man.  And it is much to be feared hat many
hiave imbibed the spirit of such doctrines, wiile
they arc strangers to the power of the Gospel.—
When we menton these things letat not be sad
that we arc speaking of what does not concern
ourselves.
ceras the Church of Chzist atlarg s, orany branch
of it in it3 spiritual character 93 a Church.  We
geek not to be buay-bodies in other men's mat-
ters, nor in the.matters of other churchies ; but
we feel that we are concerned in whatever i3
donnected with Gospel truth. A« indwiduals it
becometh us to reyuice with those who rejmce and
weep witli those who weep,  Audatsurely be-
cometh u3 as Cliurcies 1o sympathise with cach
tiher, to rejorce whed the ruth is wumtamed,
aud not to be indifferent and sdeat when it suf-
fers, or when 1ts interests are compromsed.  But
swe, ourseltes, are exposed to thess very dangers
and ercors.

wanting, both scceet and more open, o gaia pro-
selytes to thair views, aal to gpread m onr own
cangregations the leaven of Popish and Puseyite
errors.  When we think, then, of the progress of
these crrors, and consider how ditmetucally they
sre oppased 10 the ductrines of the Gogpel, we
tnay well trentble fur the Atk of Gol.  Some, 1n
their wisdom, may affect 10 think hightly of the
progress of these crrors, but 1o one,1n our hum-
ble judzinznt, can attentwely view thent in con-
nection with the past lustary of Popery with-
ont anxious thoughts, and without bring led to
tremble for the Ark of God.

3. We niay with goold cduse tremidle for the
Azk of God, when we reflect upon the low staze
of spiritual rehigion antong our people, and our
gwa uafanhfulness i the service of our Lotd and
Master. We have already alluded to the wide
prevalence of vice and immorality.  Bat although

of thesc things' sake the wath of God cometh
va the childeen of dwsobedinnce, these are not the
ooly things which draw down the anger of Jeho-
veh. Brven where there is no outward departure

fcom scriptural docurine, and no remarkabie immo- !

rality, there may still be spiritual coldness and
deadness. ‘There may be a form of godliness
where its pawer is not felt.  The faith of the
Govpel may be profcased, whale 1t has no place in
the heart, 0o hold of the affections, no influcnce

at ob-
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Romanisnm 13 buay in our own land,
and many who hear us know that etforts are not |
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[ on the principles,  Now, such a state of thingsis
" to be regarded as highly displeaang to God, nad pe-
; culiely ealeutated to d-aw down hisholy indigua-
tion  “Pluawaathe state of the Liodicenn Chureh
\We da not find that it wascharged wuh any open
J departare fran the futh, or with any specid un-
morany, 1 the members of that Chureh were
tukewarm s they were in g state of spinal ween-
shatity e deadness, and on us account they
meareed the jmdntoanes of Gol. And st s
perttiarly the wtate of the Chareh m our day and
1 ottr own tad 1
hspensed with regulanty, is thege got a Luneat-

nble want of smestaal bite amd of true religion e |

125 =0t many of our congregations resemble the
» Peaptiet’s Valley of Dy Bonesl  ‘'here may e
- the outward e nents of o chureh, bat the vl
' pean-iple 1s scarcely perceptible,  ‘I'he preaching
of the Word 13 to a great extent without lrait.—
Lukewarmness an { deadne s seemn to have aettled
upon those whs profess to be the diseiples of
Chirist  [aencly and peresonat eefion, miionary
zoad, and Clirzattatt love 2 ¢ 1 utst guasters at a
vory low ebh, aml worldl aeagis <o prevalent, that
tevm an outward mspection of the condact and
peactices of mdivaduals, it could searcely e told
who were the prafessed follawers of Char, and
who were atill the avowed votanea of the wasld,
And Faters and Boethren, ean we, whom
$od hath put mto the mmestiy, frve ourselvea om
U all responsiality 1 thes atter T Uave we nnt
acent cause to monrn over onr unfanhioliy#<3 and
*gwiluness a3 Chritian namisters? With what
:reanasnesa have our preparmtions for oar work
been often comducted?  With what formahty
have we often engaged inour work 1 How latie
wreatimg with Gad has there teco with us I—
What ferr of man has there been on the one
hand, and what self-secking on thie other 1=
what waat of love and tenderorae ias there been
11 our warninae a1 exhortatios ! how low has
been our standard of personal hlmess and devo-
I tedness?  And inour soletnn m=etmzgs in a pres-
bytenal and synodical capacity, how hittle have
we done 1o exlulut the intluence of the (Gospeland
to show how sweet and pleasant ut {s for brethren
1o dwell together in uany !
our Liord and Master has suffered gnevously at
our hands,  In many ways we have grieved the
Ioly Spurit of Gud.  And whea we call these
things to remembrance, we may well tremble for
i Atk of Gad amongat us,
chiefly a sense of galt, a remtzahrance of lus
own sng that made Eli temdle.  And, when we
i contemplate the gpintual darkaess aroun:d us, and
think of our own guilt m the right of God, have
we not good 1eason to tremble, and tofear lesttt e
| grear Head of the Church rejectns,and wohdraw
. from us enurely the hight of Ina countenance ?
| 4 Other tlungs might be meationed caleulated
to make us tremble for the Arl ot God, but we
shall not «.ceupy your tme with au cnunierat:on
of theny.  Bat before prsvag frans dus part of
our subjeet, we may allede 1o one thing which
may be stly regarded 29 a ground of apprehen-
ajon for the cause of truth at the present day —
we have reference 10 those errors on the subject
uf the a onement and ether kindred subjrcls,
which are prevailing so much at the prerent tune
l The present is pecuiiatly an age ol free nquiry.
{
Ll

Intellect is unfettered, and every sulject is die-
cussed with vurestmined freedom,  Many advan-
tages have a1 douht resulted from this spint of
the ag~.  Bat 1t 19 10 be lamet ted that in not a
few qarters, theze 13 a teadency to remove or
"unscttle the ofd landmarke, and to devinte from
! the goad old paths into wags that are suppored to
; be more emooth and easy. There is a tendency
i v many quarters unduly to extead the province
!nf reason 1n judging of revecaled truth. and to
! hring down every doctrine to the level ot the
I human intellect.  OF late years, the great scriptu-
" ral doctrines concerning the nature, design, and
extent of the atonement, have been cither hoidiv
; tejected or ingenously explained awas, and ano-
: ther Ganpel et forth than that wheeh the Apos.
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Utles guught ane the Reformers preached. It has
been taneht  hint, not anerely in regand to the
mtanae value and safficieney, but in regard to its
desgm and efleer, the atonement of Chnst is of
umiversal extent,—that all are placed in what is
termed a salvable state, and that nothing isrequie
1ed 10 make us partakers of salvaton but the

" exererse of our own wherent abality to behese,

even withont any suljective wark ot the epirit

These are n themsefves arors, and grievous

crrond; and they bimg an others i thear trnin of

a stll more serwus nature, aad present dew views

of the work of Chinst, of the operntions of the

Holy St and of the natural.tare of man. Aml

S they are at the srme e peentiarly dangerous,
They flatter the prude of the selfeconcened, who
magiac that no extent of knowledge is too higlt

cMor them.  And they have attracions alsy for

| perplexed zud anxious enquieers, who are assored

. by e advocates of these views, of ¢ short and

casy way to the attunment of spintunl pence and

comfort,  These views are propagated with wntf-
nng zeal and fersour But when we retleet 1hist
thetr v aural and dicect temiden. y 1s 10 exalt man,
to make hun independent of the wiluences and

. operations of the blessed Spant, and to make hini

imonsenze his own Saviour, we caunet dot

s tenbie for the resuly, of they are extensively

' recened.

v I Having thue points d out snme grounds that

we have for wenbhmg for the ark ol God, we would

now proceed an the Lecond plice ta polnt dul
some of the duties wlneh pecubiirly become the
tarthful rervanta of God in the taney and arcutne

. stances  which we are placed.  And wa ghall
not trespaca long on your attention, but will cop-
teps ourselves wath offening a few bnel bims for
die cone'deration of those who hearus, If we

+ are mdeed the true and fanhful servants of God
we cannot but feel 2 deep wnterest in everyiliing

cconnected waith the welfure and safety of shee

I Church; and 1t ought 10 be a serious question

, with us all, what are our peculizr duties iy the

i eircumstances i which in the providence of God

| we zre placed.  Jn endenvounng to give an an-
swer o this question we would observe in the

first place that it becometh us al to be deeply
humbled before God, on acconnt of the Mate of
rchgon amongst us. I religion is in a low state,

i error and vice nbound, we have all tome des

Laree of gesponabilny.  And af we really helong
o the people of God, we will be led to sigh and

cry for ofl the unguines snd abominations that

are comntiticd amongst us as a community,  But
1t becomieth us ot only to migh and cry for the
abommations committed by our fellow-creatures,
but to mourn for our own una.  We have all
personal s1a to confesa and to moura aver before

God, sins as miniters, office-bearers and mem-

bers of the Chuzch.  Have we not i many things

' offended and come short of the glory of God 1—

Have we not heen carcless in keepang onr vine-

vards?  Have we not all hy onr nnfanhflness

greved the spant of God ! Surely if the danger
of the ark of God reealied to El'gmind the recol-
lection of lus personal guilt, the entical circam-
| stances of the Church sn our day thould call our

s 10 our remembrance, and lead us 1o deep

i huonhation and earaest selfeexamination.

2 But, secondly, 3t hecometh us and all the
fanhiul servants of God, by o stedfast adherence
10 the Gospel truth, and fuithful performance of
alt incummbent duties, to contend earnestly for the
faith once dehveered unto the Samts.  Iflike Eli,
we feel deeply anxious for the atk of God, our
anxeety w1l be manvested by corresponding con-
dect. Sometunss anxiety and fear have the
eflect of paralyzing aii the powers and faculties of
i thuse who are under their mflacnce. But it
! must not be 20 wuh us. It becometh usnot to
. fold eur hands and sit down ia indulence.znd In-
« slotibus ease, when the cause of God isin persil,

but as the soldiers of Jesus Chriwt, to murd on our
spieitwal armour and fight the goad fight.  Whils

" on the one hand we inust take heed lest Uznsh-

+ like ne give a wrong touch 1o the atk, we mast



