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THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RIECORD.

==

" PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.

Tho Presbytery of London met on tho 10th
of May, and owing to the amount of busginess
beforo it, continued in sessivn fur two days. “I'ho

*following is an abstract of the more hmportamt
parts of business transacted by the court ;—

Tho induction of the Rev, W. Porterlield, lato
of Dunnville, over tho congregation of Plympton,
wag appointed to take placo on Tucsday, the
30ih of May. ‘I'he Rev. W. McLaren and the
Rev. W. King wero appointed a committee to
conduct tho induction scrvices—the furmer to
preach and preside—tho latter to addiess the
pastor and peoplo.

Tho copy of an adidress on the subject of T'ein-
peranco, was read by the convener of a commit-
teo proviously appointed to preparo ir, wlnch ad-
dreas tho Presbytery approved of, and dirceted
the committee to get JU0D copics of the same
printed, and put into circulativn among tho con-
.gregations within the bounds.

A petition was prescnted from the Presbyte-
rians of South Dorchester, requesting the services
of a missivnary every alternate Sablath, and
promizing to pay fan anuual amouat of £50 to
tho Homo Mission Fund for said scrvices ; ex-
pressing at the same timo their gratitude for the
scrvices of Mr. Duncan McColl, catechist, whoso
exhortations they had tho privileges of attend-
‘ing for soveral yours past.  ‘The Preshytery
agreed to meet tho request of the petition so far
-as their Jimited number of inissionaries would
atlow them.

A similar petition was presented from the set-
tlers of Bear Creek, township of Moore, contain-
ing interesting particulars respecting their con-
dition, and requesting a supply of missionary
service, The Presbytery agreed that, as thoy
could not possibly send a separato laborer to
Bear Creck, a certain amount of sppply should
be given to that station, by the inissionaries who
might be appointed to Sarnia and Wullaccburgh.

A petition was presented trom the Lobo branch
of the Rev. L. McPherson’s charge, in which the
members thero requested, that they should shareo
their pastor’s services cqually with the Williams'
branch of tho congregation, and not be limited
as thoy were at present, 1o one-fourth of his ser-
vices. Tho Presbylery agreed to delay coming
to a decision respecting the pctition, and to sum-
mon both tho Lobo and Willi®ms portions of the
chargo to appcar for their sespective interests at
next ordipary meeting.

Tho pastoral rclation betweea the Rev. John
Fraser and the united congregation of St.
‘Thomas and Yarmouth, was dissolved.

Mr. James Ferguson and Mr. Peter Curne,
students of Divinity, presented themselves before
the court, and requested that they might be tak-
en on trials for Neenso, when the Presbytery,
after having examined them on the different sub-
jects of study included in tho course, agreed to
apply to the ensuing mecting of Syncd, for leave
10 take them on trials for licease.

Tho Rev. W. McLaren proposed, that the
Presbytery overture tho Synod respecting the
importanco of establishing & religious newspaper
im connection with tho Presbyterian Church of
Canada. Mr. McLarcen and Mr. King wero sp-
poimsd to proparo an overture, and support it in

ynod.

The following distribution was made of the
missionarics and catcchists at the disposal of the
Presbytery :o—

Mr. James Ferguson was appointed for four
wecks to Fingal, and for tho rest of the summcr
.balf year to \Wawanosh, Kincardine, and the
‘neighbouring townships; Mr. Peter Currio, till
-the end of July, to Dorchester, Thamesford, and
Yarmouth, and during the rest of the scason to
Fingal and Dunwich ; Mr. Nicholson to divide
tho season between Carcadoc and Bosanquer;
Mr. Straith to Tilbury and oilier stations in tho
Chatham district ; the Rev. James MeNaughton
—now at Saugeen—after the meeting of Synad,

to 81, Thomasand Port Stanley.  To supplement
in some degreo tho searcity of missionary laborers,
several appointmenty wero given to eembers of
Presbytery. The Rev, Wo S Ball wasappomntad
to vpend four weeks au Wallaccbur: b, and sutie

naphbouring stations 3 the Reve AL Toliie to

preach at St. ‘Thomas, on Sabbath, the 21t May,
and the Rev. Me. Medhilan, at the sanie place,
on Sabbath, the 26th of the same month ; tho
Rev. R Walluee to preach at Port Burwell, on

next mecting of Presbytery, The Rev. DL M-
Kenzio of Zurra, and Mr. Clarhe, elder, of Lon-

don, were appointed to spend four wedhs, i the |

month of July, in a virtation to the newly set-

tled townships of Wawanohs, Morrie, and Grey. |

Mr. McKenzio's congregation to get a supply

for two Sabbaths during his abeence—on the one

Sabbath by Mr. Allan of North Fasthope, and

on tho other by Mr. MeDianuid of Woodstock.

Joux Scort, Pics. Clark.
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PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.—TIE
LATE MR. GALE.

At Hamilton, on tho cleventh day of April,
onc thousand eight hundred and fifty-four—the

. which day the Presbytery of Hamilton Leing met
i Y ytery

and constituted inter alia.

A committee was appointed to draw up a
winute, expresqave of the feelings of the Preshy-
tery in regard to the demise of their late beloved
and csteemed friend and brother, the Rev, Alex.
Gale, 10 be recogded in the Book of the Pres.
bytery and transmitted to the afilicted widow aud
family of tho departed. Tho minute is as fol-
Jows t—

“Tho lengthened period during which Mr.
Galo laboured as a minister of the Gospel i Ca-
nada, the value of his services during that periud,
in fustering and developing the cause of Presty-
terjanism, and tho prominent part which he took
in tho disraption, which led 1o the formation
of the Presbyterian Church of Canada—as

also in the managomunt of the affairs of that ,

church since its foundation, have made lus
character and worth famihar to vur pusple ; aud,
now that he iz removed from ameng them, have,
we doubt not, sceured for his memory that place
in their vencration and estecin which is o best
tribute to depatted worth, At the sane time
his brethren of tho Presbytery of Hamilion, with
which he was so long connected, and which, afier
a temporary scparativng, enjoyed the Lesnefit of

his wirdom and expericnce, at the time of his |

lamented death, desire to put on record the esti-
mate which they have been led to formn of his
high character and worth, and of the loss wlich
his removal has caused both to lus Presbytery
and to the church at large.

By nature, Mr. Gale was endowed wath vaned
talents of a high order, which would have flted
him 1o excel in any of the learned professions,
or might have qualificd him to prosecute wih
success any department of mercantile business ;i
particular ho was distinguashed  for great sound-
ness of judgment, much acutencss, and ennnent
practical sagacity, combined with that Jove of
method and order, and that pewer of vigorous
and sustamed application which usually lay the
foundution fur what arc tenned * habis of bugi.
ness'* In his youth bis natural talemts were
carcfully cultivated with a view 10 the sacred
profession to which ke had carly devoted hi-
gcif, and the result was apparent 10 lus ample
cammand of the learming necessary for the dis.
charge of its unportant dutscs, and especally for
sceuring the attention and respeet of an ceducated
and intelligent people.  Brought up under the
blighting influences of Moderatism, his auen-
tion on his first entrance on the mimstry was
moro devoted to tho micre cultivation of the
literature of his profession, and to ihe promotion
of somne of the subordinate ends of tho Ministry,
than he afterwards saw (o be right 3 but in the

courso of his Ministry ~his views opened up and
enlarged under the teaching that is from above,
and the charaeter of bis public mimsiranons and
of lus pastural Tabouss among the fannhies ot his
floeh, and all s pnvate mtarconr, wali his
braheen and fewads, made ot mamfust that he
had learndd to glery only mthe cross of Chinst,
and that his great aim, a3 a Minister of the Gos.
puly was to wint vihus to that Sassour, who had

. become o Lis own soul, “all his salvation and
any Sabbath most convenient to hinself bcforo |

all his desive.”  lu the latter puat of s Ministiy
in particalar, sanctificd afouen Wd o a rapad
and marked develepement of the work of the
Spiit i his b, ad nene of dus Christian
friends but wmust have emaiked, at and subse-
quint to that period, the peculiar solumity,
humility, and unction of his prayers. I the
Pulpit his discourses were characterised by much
excellenve in mcthod and style as well as mat-
, ter, and, but fur the weakness of his voiee, and
, the practice which he had early adopted of read-
y ing, he might have attaived 1o bigh popularity—
X bui even with these drawbacks, more felt in this
country than in many otliers, his pulpit ministra-
tlons were, in gencral, lughly acceptable, and es.
peeially esteemed as instsuctive, impres-ive, and
persuasive.  Ja pastoral labours hie was devoted,
and in this departinent of s work as a minister,
his eatensive hnowledge of men, lus large sy
pathy, and his power of adapting lnmselt to the
character and cireumstance:s of thoss with whom
- he heal sntcseenrse, enabled hum to display a skald
and taet, and to exest 2 winmng persvasive in-
fluence, which tld, with heppy cffect, on the
best interests of fus peoplo.

In the busiucss of vur Churelr Courts our cs-
teemced brother not only felt, as a true Presby-
torian, a deep interest, but took a leading part.—
‘This he.was peculiarly well qualified to do from
, his accurate and extensive acquaintance with tho

constitution and laws of the church, his eminent
business hiabits, his gient sagacity and prudence,
: and hus hill and tact in debate ; and considering
that not only our own Church but Preshyteriane
s ismjtself have been very much in their infancy
in this Province during the greater part of the
timo over which his labuurs eatended; it is
_scarcely possible to over-estimate tho imporiang
. services which, asa leader in our Church Courts,
ho has rendered to the cause of Presbyterinnism
i ic Canada.
I
H

In all departments of life Mr. Galo was dis-
tinguished for uprizhiness, and integrity, and for
a hearty and relreshing hatred of every thing like
undert dealing, sclti-h manauvie, or that
huming after popular applacse, which tends
more than anything clse 1o sink the cha-
racier of migisters and to bring discredit on the
churcdi; and his disinterestedncss seching the
goud of the Church was sinfangly manifested in
the readiness with which he responded to the
call of the Synod, when 2sked to separqie from
an attached congregation and to take charge of
; the Academy connecied with the Col.ege in Fo-

romto—an act in which he scemd to repeat
, over again sone of e encndices whach, for the
p Samne cavse wand with the same singlencss of oye,
i e had wade atthe diszupiion, i
y  Whathe was as a fricad, and in all the prie
L vate sudations of il s bt tostifind Ly the siue

cure gricf with which all who haew him i iheso
f relations, nresrn his lars, and the deep affcction

which they cherish to his mumoty,  May God
pretueet the Widow and the Faidieriess, and may
the removal of our beloved aud erteemed friend
and fullow -labourer be made idie moans of quiche
wuing and sanctifying oursclves, and of leading
us more and more 1o be fullowens of thenr who
thry ugh faith and paticnee, are now inhunung the
promises.”

f~

———— s
g PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.

A special mecting of this court was held an
the 1Gth April.  “The Rev. Danicl Gordon, Mo-
derater, pro tem.

——————— gt



